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FOREWORD

Forty-five years ago, on the seventeenth of March, the South Seas Society
was born without any fanfare. A seven-member Council was elected to
run the Society, one of whom, Professor Yao Nan, is still with us today
in Shanghai. Three months after its foundation, the maiden issue of the
Journal of the South Seas Society appeared. It was edited by Professor
Hsu Yun-ts’iao, who single-handedly was responsible for the publication
of the first thirteen volumes (1940-1957), and for making it one of the
most respected journals on Southeast Asian studies in the region.

The Pacific War broke out not long after the Society was founded.
Although the Society’s activities in Singapore (then known as Shonan
Island) were suspended, some Council members who had evacuated to
China before the arrival of the Japanese continued the Society’s activities
by launching the South Seas Society Monograph Series (China), of which
a total of nine volumes were published during the war years.

After the cessation of hostilities, the Society returned from Chungking
to Singapore. In August 1946 a new nine-member Council was elected
and the first post-war volume (Volume 3) of the Journal was published.
But it was in 1948 that the Society reorganised itself into its present
form with offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary, Treasurer and
Councillors. The first Chairman was Mr Tan Yeok Seong. However, he
served only a year (1948), to be succeeded by Mr Liu Shih-Mu (1949-
1952), Mr Lim Kheng Lian (1953-1954) and Mr Wong Tok Sau (1955-
1957). There followed a twelve-year period of rapid expansion when Mr
Hwang Man-Shih (1958-1963) and Mr Lien Shih-Sheng (1964-1969)
were Chairmen for six years each. The South Seas Society Monograph
Series (Singapore) was launched during their tenure of office, and the
Society adopted a high profile in the academic and cultural activities of
an equally rapidly developing Singapore.

I was elected Chairman of the Society in 1970 for two years, to be
succeeded by Mr Wong Tok Sau who briefly returned to head the Society
for the years 1972-1973. However, he resigned before the completion of
his term of office, and since 1974 I remain as Chairman of the Society.
During my term of office, grateful acknowledgement of the contributions
of Mr Hwang Man-Shih and Mr Lien Shih-Sheng to our Society was made
through the publication of two Commemorative Volumes in their
honour.



An academic society is distinguished by the quality and quantity of
publications which it produced. Quality is admittedly more difficult to
judge, but as regards to quantity, the Society had, by any standards,
been highly productive. As at 1985, a total of forty volumes of the Jour-
nal of the South Seas Sociery (1940-1985) and fifteen volumes of the
Review of Southeast Asian Studies (1970-1985) were published. In addi-
tion, four volumes of the Southeast Asian Journal of Educational Studies
(1982-1985) were launched. As regards our South Seas Society Mono-
graph Series, nine volumes were published in China (China Series Mono-
graphs 1-9) and twenty-four volumes were published in Singapore
(Singapore Series Monographs 1-24). Other publications to-date include
South Seas Society Occasional Publication Series 1-3, Commemorative
Volumes 1-2, Individual Members’ Series 1-2 and a volume of Population
of Singapore 1970: A Census Atlas.

The South Seas Society is a non-profit making, voluntary and academic
organisation. It has no premises, it has neither income nor endowment.
Funds for its activities come exclusively from members’ subscriptions,
sales of publications and donations from well-wishers. As is well-known,
academic publications do not sell well. Hence we are almost wholly
dependent on our supporters for assistance — and here we are extremely
fortunate to be able to count on the generosity of friends such as the Lee
Foundation, and more recently the Tan Kah Kee Foundation, in times of
need. To them, and to many others who have in one way or another
supported us, we are indeed grateful.

December 1985 Gwee Yee Hean
Chairman
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