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Sincerely for Robert Frank and his wife June Leaf

The lovable master photographer who has made remarkable contribution to the world photography history
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PIP Festival is part of world photography,

PIP is a home for world—wide photographers,
May PIP Festival getting better and better.
Robert Frank

Pingyao. Sep. 2007

PINGYAO IS A GREAT PLACE
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Gaodianmin and Robert Frank atfend 1 opening ceremony of 2007 PP
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At night of Sep.23,2007, the Member of the Standing Committee of Shar

Propaganda Department, Director of Pingyao Intemat

Robert Frank (Left one) the *2007 PIP International
i the wife of Robert Frank)
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PREFACE

The presence of Robert Frank, a master photographer of international renown, at the opening
ceremony of the 2007 Pingyao International Photography Festival was no doubt a thing much desired
but unexpected by photographers across the world. And it was also a watershed marking the entrance
of the Pingyao International Photography Festival into the international photography scene.

Mr. Frank is a low-key and friendly man with strong belief. He wasn’ t desirous of fame and popularity
when he took pictures of “The Americans.” It is, however, with a sharp observation, a unique angle,
hard work, and relentless pursuit that this Swiss-born American has emerged as a founder of modern
photography and one who is always at the forefront of documentary photography.

The inexorable wear and tear of time has taken a toll on this great photographer, who once crisscrossed
the USA but is now a white-haired old man who walks with unsteady steps. Could the 83-year-old Frank
possibly come to China? We got a definite answer: He would come. With a fuzzy feeling of the vast land
of China, a curiosity about the Chinese people, and a desire to explore Chinese culture, though
advanced in age, he had again crossed the Pacific Ocean and arrived in China, in Beljing, in Taiyuan,
in Pingyao - in the midst of Chinese and overseas photographers.

In a short space of no more than 20 days, Mr. Frank was surrounded by bouquets of flowers, mobbed
by journalists, admired by photography lovers and attended to with meticulous care by the hosts. The
octogenarian experienced the hospitality of the Chinese people, sampled the delicacies of Chinese
cuisine, got a feel for the vastness of the country, and enjoyed a dip into the depth of Chinese
civilization - with so much to do that he forgot his fatigue, his iliness and that he’ s an 80-ish old man.
With passion and curiousness, he took trips, looked around, impressed while enjoying all this experience.
He’ s so enamored with this place that he said to himself that he’ d like to spend the rest of his life
here.

But, refusing fo get old is  “The Americans,” a seminal photographic work by the master photographer
half a century ago. Suffused with the strong smell of a diesel factory, a special exhibition zone, the 83
classic images made their Pingyao debut - still commanding the viewer’ s full attention. Without
sophisticated exposures, compositions and focuses, these photographs candidly captured the dull
faces and expressionless people. While seemingly run of the mill, the 83 black-and-white masterpieces
have raised the photographic technique to a higher level - from the artistic category to the realm of a
wide society -documenting, lampooning and boosting society.

Instead of showing arogance and sounding rhetorical, the master came to us with modesty and
humility plus a little bit of humor. All those who came close to him could see his self-effacement and
learn from his sincerity and read his erudition. All of us have fallen, from the bottom of our hearts, in love
with him.



