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Preface

During the 20* century, urbanization was one of the most critical social processes
influencing the human society. Up to now, urbanization has been taken as the only di-
rect indicator measuring modernization and economic development. Michael Pacione
(2004) defines urbanization in terms of three dimensions: (1) urbanization, the increase
of the proportion of urban population in total population; (2) urban growth, the growth
of population in cities and towns; and (3) urbanism, the expansion of characteristic
mode of life in cities within the entire society. In his masterpiece Comparative Urbani-
zation : Divergent Paths in the Twentieth Century, Brian J. L. Berry (1981) adopts a
comparative approach to study the urbanization processes in different countries and re-
gions and concludes that the rapid urbanization processes in the 20™ Century embrace di-
vergent paths despite some commonalities, and the divergences mainly result from the
diversity of cultural contexts and the various development stages.

China is one of the earliest countries bearing the processes of urbanization in the
world; the urbanization process in this country used to be slow but has greatly acceler-
ated recently. Research on China’s urbanization started late. According to the relevant
literature, the overseas research in relation to the urbanization in China could be dated
back to early 20" Century when most of the researchers were sinologists whose re-
search, mainly from the perspectives of history, sociology, anthropology and culture,
involved a little about the urbanization in China. The isolation of China from the rest of
the world from the 1950s to 1970s attracted another group of foreign experts specializing
in politics, economy, and geography to conduct China research. In mainland China be-
fore 1970s, Chinese scholars who were affected by the dominant ideology at the time be-
lieved that urbanization was unique to the capitalist society and didn’t exist in a socialist
country. This in a considerable degree caused China’s lag and paucity in research on ur-
banization. It wasn’t until 1979 when Wu Youren from Nanjing University published On
Socialist Urbanization in China that the formal research on China’s urbanization was in-
itiated. Since China’s reforms and opening-up started in 1978, a growing number of
scholars and students at home and aboard have engaged in this field and greatly put for-
ward the study of China’s urbanization.

Urbanization process has been accelerating tremendously in China since the 21*
Century; also it is severing as an engine promoting national economic growth and social
prosperity. Thus, urbanization is an important theme for the national medium and long-

term scientific and technological development plans. In this particular era, China, with
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limited urban land, has to deal with not only the problems left over by history but also a
number of new challenges. In the view of Joseph E. Stiglitz, the 2001 Nobel Prize Lau-
reate in Economics, China in the 21% century is facing three big challenges, among
which urbanization is the leading one; he also mentioned that “China’s urbanization will
be a locomotive for the regional economic growth and produce the most important eco-
nomic benefits”. John Friedmann (2006), in his recently-published paper Four Theses
in the Study of China’s Urbanization, emphasizes the following aspects: (1) Chinese
urbanization shows duality because China is not only an ancient urban civilization but
also experiencing unprecedented processes at present; (2) urbanization comprises a set
of multifaceted socio-spatial processes covering demographic, economic, social, cultur-
al, ecological, physical and governance dimensions; (3) although currently intertwined
with globalization processes, China’s urbanization involves urban-rural relations so that
it should be understood primarily as an endogenous process which leads to a Chinese
form of modernity. Therefore, it can be inferred that China’s urbanization will have sig-
nificant impacts on both the world economic growth and China’s modernization process.

This book China’s Urbanization ;: Pattern, Process, and Mechanism is compiled on
the basis of “Study on the Types, Process, and Mechanism of China’s Urbanization”, a
key project sponsored by National Natural Science Foundation of China (40435013) and
PhD Programs Foundation of the State Ministry of Education of China (40284012).
This book examines the patterns, processes, and mechanisms of China’s urbanization
from multiple perspectives and is composed of four parts. Part One “Progress of Study
on China’s Urbanization” discusses the definition of China’s urbanization, reviews the
relevant overseas and domestic research in the field, and develops a new multi-perspec-
tive theoretical framework for studying China’s urbanization. Based on this framework,
this book further conducts a set of empirical studies on China’s urbanization focusing on
its patterns, processes, and mechanisms. Part Two “Pattern and Process of China’s Ur-
banization” elaborates the patterns and processes of urbanization in the national scale as
well as in some representative areas (the Yangtze River Delta region, the Pearl River
Delta region, Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, the Middle Liaoning region, Chengdu-
Chongqing region, the economically developed areas, and some border areas). Part
Three “Mechanism of China’s Urbanization” analyzes the mechanisms of China’s urbani-
zation from multiple perspectives inecluding historical foundation, demographic system,
social system, economic system, ecological system, land system, rapid transportation
system, mega-projects, globalization and regioﬁalization, cultural system, regional in-
novation system, politics and governance. Part Four “Development Trend of China’s
Urbanization” investigates the dynamics model of China’s urbanization, along with glo-
balization and the restructure of China’s national urban systems.

This book is edited by Gu Chaolin, Yu Taofang, and L.i Wangming, and contribu-
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ted by Wu Liya, Pang Haifeng, Zhu Chuangeng, Sun Shanshan, Li Zhijiang, Ding Rui,
Wang De, Cheng Guohui, Zhang Min, Pu Yingxia, Zhang Xiaoming, Zhang Cheng,
Shen Jianfa, Feng Zhigiang, Huang Junyao, Peng Chong, Pan Zhen, Xu Jiangang, Ou
Xiangjun, Zhu Jie, Chen Xiang, Ma Xiaodong, Ma Ronghua, Wang Chun, Shen
Yingyi, Wang Chunbin, Xiao Zuopeng, Guo Rongchao, Zhu Qing, Zhao Jin, Li
Hongjun, Chen Xiuying, Huang Minmin, Chai Yanwei, Li Zhigang, Zhang Guangri,
Wu Fulong, Liu Yuting, Tang Xuan, Zhang Congguo, Yang Xingzhu, Zhao Yuzong,
Su Weizhong, Li Shaoxing, Jin Tao, Ma Daoming, Li Xun, Li Yun, Ren Xuehui, Xue
Junfei, Liu Xianteng, Yuan Jiadong, Wu Hong, Zhen Feng, Zeng Gang, Lin Lan, Gu
Rong, Luo Xiaolong, Guan Weihua, and Chen Lu.
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