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Editors’ Preface

The People’s Republic of China is a unified multinational state and
its civilization extends backward in time some 5,000 years.

The Han nationality and all other minority nationalities in China
comprise the Chinese nation and by their common work have created
splendid Chinese culture. In the long course of developing the land they
inhabit, all the ethnic groups in China have made their outstanding contri-
butions to Chinese culture as a whole. The Chinese nation is an intelli-
gent, brave and industrious people and enjoys a long history and splendid
civilization to which all the ethnic groups have added luster. It is safe to
say that Chinese national culture is a combination of all China’s ethnic
cultures. In the long course of history, it is the interaction, intercommuni-
cation, interdependance and interfusion among different ethnic cultures
that have combined to create Chinese culture. Deeply rooted in the nation-
al spirit of the Chinese people and in their life, the quintessence of Chi-
nese culture has proved to have a strong cohesive force and exuberant vi-
tality with an enterprising spirit, and has fostered and encouraged one gen-
eration after another to go all out for the prosperity of China. It has also
proved to be the spiritual wealth and moral support of the Chinese nation
that have helped the Chinese people stand like a giant in the world and
strive unceasingly for a brighter future.

In the meanwhile, it is a pity to notice that the past study of Chinese
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cultural history often revealed narrow — minded or one - sided views with-
out taking the cultural achievements of China’s minority nationalities into
serious consideration. In recent years, though some cultural history books
have touched on the histories of China’s minority nationalities, they have
failed to touch upon the essence of their cultures. Strictly speaking, the
published works on Chinese cultural history are works on Han cultural
history and there is no published work which really deserves such a title
as A Comprehensive Cultural History of the Chinese Nation.

The ethnic minority cultures are an inseparable and organic part of
Chinese national culture. Each minority nationality has its own history
and culture, and its variousness and uniqueness have enriched Chinese
culture. Its role in the development of China has proved to be unique and
indispensable. Since the Reform, China’s minority nationalities have be-
gun 1o enjoy a quick development in the new era and scored numerous
successes in various fields. Therefore, works without touching upon Chi-
na’s ethnic minority cultures and cultural achievements as well as their u-
nique role in Chinese history are unworthy of notice because they can only
partially reveal the cultural history of the Chinese nation, let alone the
law of its development and characteristics. Strickly speaking, this kind of
history book can only give a shadowy outline of the colorful and splendid
history of China’ s minority nationalities .

Yunnan is a beautiful, wonderful and richly endowed province which
is inhabited by more ethnic groups than other provinces in China. From
time immemonial, the ethnic groups here have lived in mingled or separate
communities on friendly terms. They have not only labored, lived, and
multiplied on this land, but also created splendid material and spiritual
civilization. It can be asserted that in the long course of history the ethnic
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Editors” Preface

minority groups in Yunnan have never stopped adding luster and vitality to
Chinese culture, and their achievements have struck the attention of the
world .

The trend of the times calls for writing a comprehensive and objective
Chinese cultural history and the Chinese nation calls for such a history so
as to embody their self — esteem and pride. This is the motive of compil-
ing Yunnan Ethnic Minority Cultural History Series by us, the editors and

researchers at Yunnan Nationality Press and Yunnan Institute for Nation-
ality Research. We aim to offer a truthful pieture of the cultures and cul-
tural heritage of the minority nationalities in Yunnan, to popularize their
splendid traditions and to predict their possible future. We hope the Se-
ries will be valuable for reference in compiling A Cultural History of the

Chinese Nation in the true sense of the term. The Series will cover the 25
minority nationalities in Yunnan which have a population over 4, 000,
namely the Yis, the Bais, the Hanis, the Dais, the Zhuangs, the Miaos,
the Lisus, the Huis, the Lahus, the Was, the Naxis, the Yaos, the
Jingpos, the Zangs, the Bulangs, the Buyis, the Pumis, the Achangs,
the Nus, the Jinuos, the De’ angs, the Mongolians, the Shuis, the
Mans, and the Dulongs. Each cultural history in the Series will attempt to
give a comprehensive assessment of one ethnic minority group from differ-
ent angles, covering its origin, development, and typical characteristics
related to culture. Quite a few well — known scholars and experts have
been invited as advisers to guarantee the quality of the Series.

The authors of the Series are experts or researchers who have long
engaged themselves in the study of ethnic minority cultures, some being
from the very ethnic groups themselves. To fill in the gaps in the study of
the ethnic minority cultures in Yunnan, they have spared no effort to col-
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Editors’ Preface

lect data and taken whatever pains necessary with their fieldwork in the
minority areas. By adopting the approach of historical materialism, they
attempt to objectively reveal the quintessence of the ethnic minority cul-
tures in Yunnan through a study and analysis of the collected first-hand
material . In this way not only a comprehensive and objective cultural his-
tory of the minority nationalities in Yunnan can be revealed, but such u-
nique cultures as Dongba Culture of the Naxi nationality, Bimo Culture of
the Yi nationality, Benzhu Culture of the Bai nationality, Beiye (Pattra —
leaf Scripture) Culture of the Dai nationality and Terrace Culture of the
Hani nationality are vividly presented to the world. It is our expectation
that the Series will offer, for the first time, a scientific, systematic and
comprehensive study and an academic elaboration of the nich ethnic mi-
nority cultures in Yunnan.

We consider the compilation of the Series is not only a challenge to
us but also a historic mission. We will take not only the style, the lay-
out, and the approaches to theories and fieldwork adopted in compiling
the Series but also the typical characteristics of different minority nationa-
lities into serious consideration. We expect that the Series will help lay a
solid foundation for a further study of ethnic minority cultures and will be
of both momentous current significance and far — reaching historical signifi-
cance.

With a great admiration for the intelligence, diligence and creativity
of the minority nationalities in Yunnan and for their remarkable contribu-
tions to Chinese culture and human civilization, we also expect that the
publication of the Series will not only help readers have a better under-
standing of the cultural heritage of China’s minority nationalities but also
help build Yunnan into a prosperous province with its own cultural char-
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Editors’ Preface

acteristics and add luster to Chinese national culture.

May Yunnan’s ethnic minority cultures be more glorious!

The Editorial Board of Yunnan Ethnic Minority Cultural History Series

December, 1997
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