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Introduction

The National University of Defense Technology, Harbin Institute of Military
Engineering (HIME) being its predecessor, is of the highest level among institu-
tions for higher learning in the Chinese military force.

The National University of Defense Technology has a history of over 50 years.
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Its development has stood together through thick and thin with our nation. During
the initial post-liberation period of our country when full-scale reconstruction re-
mained to be undertaken, Mao Zedong and the Party Central Committee made a
resolute strategic decision that HIME be founded. Its mission was to train “the ur-
gently-needed” “a large number of talents who would master and then be able to
steadily improve and develop the techniques”. In 1977, when the ten years of
“Cultural Revolution” was just over, Deng Xiaoping personally granted an inter-
view to the leaders of Changsha Engineering College ( the main part of the HIME)
and instructed that Changsha Engineering College be reconstructed as the National
University of Defense Technology. Towards the end of the 20th century, the inter-
national political situation was changeable and new military reform was budding.
At that moment, the CPC Central Committee, with Jiang Zemin as the General
Secretary, and the Central Military Commission made an important strategic deci-
sion in 1999 to reconstruct a new National University of Defense Technology
(NUDT). New missions were entrusted to the University— “to cultivate quality
scientists and technical experts for the army; to train commanding officers, staff of-
ficers from the army; and to engage in research on advanced armaments and key
defense technology”. In October 2003, CPCC Chairman Hu Jintao received chief
leaders of the new NUDT and gave repeated exhortations that NUDT be well run so



as to make greater contributions to the modernization of our army and the defense of
our country.

Up to now, The National University of Defense and Technology has lived up
to the entrusted missions. It has played a significant role in the cultivation of tal-
ents and development of science and technology for the Chinese military forces:
about 130,000 talents of various fields and staff officers have been cultivated,
among whom 36 graduates have been elected academicians of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences and Chinese Academy of Engineering, 17 became members or alternate
members of the CPC Central Committee at different periods, or members of the CC-
DI( Central Commission of Discipline Inspection) , over 300 have assumed office as
senior officials or high-ranking officers at different levels. The University has also
made more than 4,000 achievements in scientific research, Yinghe( Galaxy) giant
computers being the representative. Its contributions to the national defense and
the building of a strong modernized army are represented by the technology applied
in the launching of the “Two Bombs and One Satellite” ( atomic bomb, hydrogen
bomb and artificial satellite) and the manned space flight projects.

The building of the National University of Defense Technology is now a focal
point in the national “211 Project”, “985 Project”, and the military “2110 Pro-
ject”. NUDT is now on its way towards the grand goal set by the Chinese Military
Commission—to be “one of the top universities of the world with Chinese Army’s
characteristics” .

Without national defense, a country would not survive; without science and
technology, national defense would not sustain, and without colleges and universi-

ties science and technology would not advance.
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