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Forum Speakers:

Ma Qingyun, Curator, Architect

Wang Zhen, Urban planner, Architect -
James Elaine, Curator

Yue Luping, Curator, Artist

Eric Kuene, Architect

Luca Martinazzoli, Cuitural Economist

by

. Moderator: Ru Lei, History Professor
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Introduction to Forums:
| In the spirit of the Biennale’s “*more curators than exhibitors”

J initiative, forums will be held as an exchange of instantaneous

| ideas between speakers and audience. Renowned and highly

| respected theorists, authors, and practitioners from around the
[ world will gather to discuss China‘s urban condition as it relates
\'| to the Biennale's theme, the City of Expiration and Regenera-

- tion.

Chapters-
| Introduction Page No. 11
| Presentation Page No. 29

Discussion Page No. 61
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{ Blenmals, or Blennales in Itallan are an lmportant opportunlty

| to present the achievements of new art for countries around the |

{ world. Amongst numerous biennales, the Venice Biennial hold
} the longest running history with 107 years of operation. Aside
i from the Venice Biennial, important biennials around the world
% also include the the St. Paul Biennial in Brazil, the Whitney Bien-

nialinthe US, the Sydney Biennial in Australia, the Lyons Biennial
“in France, the Istanbul Biennial in Turkey, the Gwangju Biennial
' in Korea, the Johannesburg Biennial in South Africa, and the Tai-

bel Biennial in China. Historically, there have been over 200 bien-

mals internationally. Furthermore, there are modern art exhibi-

| tions like Kassel Documenta in Germany held every four years,
L as well as the Brisbane Asia Pacific Triennale of Contemporary
é Artin Australia, the YokohamaTriennial in Japan and Art Basel in
. Switzerland. The mega scale and popularity of the biennial has
i driven the popularity of modern art, while also evolving into a
kind of pattern, hand-me-down art mechanism.

- this biennial, the “Guerilla Forum” forum series aims to ignite
i the topic of art and city regeneration in a revolutionary way,
: both in China’s main cities and the whole world. Xi‘an Center

. three “Guerilla Forums” as scheduled. “The Role of Arts in
: City Regeneration” is the second part of the forum, scheduled
i simulateneously with the grand opening of the Textile City Art
' District, the grand opening of Xi‘an Center of Modern Art,

‘and the opening ceremony of the Xi‘an Textile City Creative |

' Industry Association.
. -- Editor
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'Opening Ceremony Speech by Ma Qingyun, Chief
'Curator of the 2007 Shenzhen- Hong Kong Blen-
nale of Architecture \ Urbanism

festwal wifl be a day open to examining the vastness of
Fontemporary art energy, as well as the the working condition

. of contemporary artists in Xi‘an. I'm a local in Xi‘an. In my

- memory, Xi‘an has never hosted a comparable art festival,

especially an art festival formed by the artists’ s free will, so [

feel today is very worthy of being remembered.

art d!StI’ICtS around the world must become valuable and '
“internationally famous industrial districts. 1 hope that more

people will join in these activities to produce more original :
ideas, and most importantly, to allow Xi‘an art to play a positive :
. role in advancing the development of society and city instead
~of a pure art creation and art working system. 1 think that the
- responsibility of art to transform a city is a very complicated :
- subject worthy of study. Art districts and art industries are ;'
very unstable working conditions. What I hope to enjoy with[
all artists present today is that you should never expect today’s :
- working state to also be tomorrow’s working state or that
tomorrow’s working state to be the working state of the day-
after tomorrow. The creation and development of art space has |
“its own rules and it will be in a transformative state forever. |
- Therefore, I hope that today’s celebrations at Xi‘an Textile City :
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