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Speech Draft

His benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the people of
the United States a Government instituted by themselves for these essential
purposes, and may enable every instrument employed in its administration to ex-
ecute with success the functions allotted to his charge. In tendering this homage to
the Great Author of every public and private good.

B LFGE, e ERE AR B aMSATMERNER, AT XA R §
it A, REEFNE TEHEEER AT TEHERINMEIERR.

George Washington (February 22, 1732-December 14, 1799) was a central
and critical figure in the founding of the United States, and is commonly referred
to as father of the nation. He led America’s Continental Army to victory over Brit-
ain in the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), and in 1789 was elected the
first President of the United States of America. He served two four-year terms
from 1789 to 1797, winning reelection in 1792.

TG - BB (17324E2 A 22 H~17994E 12 B 14 A) REERYIH—MELAY,
BEHEERANKY ‘B, Y RFERKEERELRMLAS (1775~17834) &
HERE, ST, 17894, MAMEARMBEREE—ME5, 1792 FHEET,
M 1789~ 1797 SF4BIERIIE L E B 4.

Background

Nation’s first chief executive took his oath of office in April in New York City

on the balcony of the Senate Chamber at Federal Hall on Wall Street. General
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Washington had been unanimously elected President by the first electoral college,

and John Adams was elected Vice President because he received the second great-

est number of votes. Under the rules, each elector cast two votes.
EERE—FTEKET4AFEAYERERARESURNHE D287 TEEFN. 6
— BRI E TR IHGERE TR - BRI E N EE. A8 - T AETSEE AR

i, HHERN, Gk ARPE,

Fellow-citizens of the Senate and of the
House of Representatives:

Nothing filled me with greater anxieties
than that of which the notification was trans-
mitted by your order, and received on the 14th
day of the present month. On the one hand, I
was summoned by my country, whose voice |
can never hear but with veneration and love,
from a retreat which I had chosen with the fond-
est predilection, and, in my flattering hopes,
with an immutable decision, as the asylum of
my declining years-a retreat which was ren-
dered every day more necessary as well as more
dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination,
and of frequent interruptions in my health to
the gradual waste committed on it by time. On
the other hand, the magnitude and difficulty
of the trust to which the voice of my country
called me, being sufficient to awaken in the

wisest and most experienced of her citizens a
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distrustful scrutiny into his qualifications,
could not but overwhelm with despondence one
who (inheriting inferior endowments from na-
ture and unpracticed in the duties of civil
administration) ought to be peculiarly conscious
of his own deficiencies. In this conflict of emo-
tions all I dare aver is that it has been my faith-
ful study to collect my duty from a just appre-
ciation of every circumstance by which it might
be affected. All [ dare hope is that if, in execut-
ing this task, I have been too much swayed by a
grateful remembrance of former instances, or
by an affectionate sensibility to this transcen-
dent proof of the confidence of my fellow-
citizens, and have thence too little consulted
my incapacity as well as disinclination for the
weighty and untried cares before me, my error
will be palliated by the motives which mislead
me, and its consequences be judged by my coun-
try with some share of the partiality in which
they originated.

Such being the impressions under which
I have, in obedience to the public summons,
repaired to the present station, it would be pe-
culiarly improper to omit in this first official
act my fervent supplications to that Almighty
Being who rules over the universe, who pre-
sides in the councils of nations, and whose

providential aids can supply every human
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defect, that His benediction may consecrate
to the liberties and happiness of the people of
the United States a Government instituted by
themselves for these essential purposes, and
may enable every instrument employed in its
administration to execute with success the
functions allotted to his charge. In tendering
this homage to the Great Author of every pub-
lic and private good, I assure myself that it
expresses your sentiments not less than my
own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at large
less than either. No people can be bound to
acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand
which conducts the affairs of men more than
those of the United States. Every step by which
they have advanced to the character of an in-
dependent nation seems to have been distin-
guished by some token of providential agency;
and in the important revolution just accom-
plished in the system of their united govern-
ment the tranquil deliberations and voluntary
consent of so many distinct communities from
which the event has resulted can not be com-
pared with the means by which most govern-
ments have been established without some re-
turn of pious gratitude, along with an humble
anticipation of the future blessings which the
past seem to presage. These reflections, arising

out of the present crisis, have forced themselves

Z TERGE LT M K AR .
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too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You
will join with me, I trust, in thinking that there
are none under the influence of which the pro-
ceedings of a new and free government can more
auspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive
department it is made the duty of the Presi-
dent “to recommend to your consideration such
measures as he shall judge necessary and
expedient.” The circumstances under which I
now meet you will acquit me from entering
into that subject further than to refer to the
great constitutional charter under which you
are assembled, and which, in defining your
powers, designates the objects to which your
attention is to be given. It will be more consis-
tent with those circumstances, and far more
congenial with the feelings which actuate me,
to substitute, in place of a recommendation of
particular measures, the tribute that is due to
the talents, the rectitude, and the patriotism
which adorn the characters selected to devise
and adopt them. In these honorable
qualifications, I behold the surest pledges that
as on one side no local prejudices or
attachments, no separate views nor party
animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive

and equal eye which ought to watch over this
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