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I heard that you ask’d for something to prove this puzzle the New
World,

And to define America, her athletic Democracy,

Therefore I send you my poems that you behold in them what you

wanted.
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Beginning My Studies

Beginning my studies the first step pleas’d me so much,

The mere fact consciousness, these forms, the power of motion,
The least insect or animal, the senses, eyesight, love,

The first step I say awed me and pleas’d me so much,

I have hardly gone and hardly wish’d to go any farther,

But stop and loiter all the time to sing it in ecstatic songs.
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Lo, the unbounded sea,
On its breast a ship starting, spreading all sails, carrying even
her moonsails.

The pennant is flying aloft as she speeds she speeds so stately—

below emulous waves press forward,
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They surround the ship with shining curving motions and foam.
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I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,

Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and
strong,

The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,

The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off '
work,

The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand

singing on the steamboat deck,

The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as
he stands,

The wood—cutter’s song, the ploughboy’s on his way in the morning,
or at noon intermission or at sundown,

The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work,

or of the girl sewing or washing,

Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,

The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young

fellows, robust, friendly,

Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.
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