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Brief Introduction

There was a spray sputtered from the water of the Yellow River
accidentally and then it has been frozen into a pearl glittering the lights
into the air—this pearl is the Grand Courtyard of the Wangs which has
been famous in the whole country and abroad. '

Situated at Jinsheng Township which is 12 kilometers away to
Linshi County, the Grand Courtyard of the Wangs is in the south of
Jinzhong Basin and it is on the same tour route together with the ancient
city Pingyao and Hukou Waterfall.

The Wangs from Jinsheng is the offspring of the Wangs of Taiyuan
and also one of the “Four Famous Families” in Linshi County. Their
ancestors began to settle in Lingshi during the period of 1312—1313.
According to the record on the tablet still preserved “the History of the
Wangs from Jinsheng Village”, the members of the Wangs had been
famous in Ming Dynasty. “Their members who are scholars are famous
in the fields of their study, their members who are farmers become rich
and enjoy their happy life, members who are workers are famous for their
excellent technique and the members who are businessmen are earning
more and more profits from their business and become great capitalists”,
The Grand Courtyard of the Wangs covering an area of more then
150,000 square meters, was their former residence and it was built
during the years of Kang Xi, Yong Zheng, Qian Long and Jia Qing of
Qing Dynasty. The groups of the building “Gaojiaya” and “Hongmenbu”
have been open to the visitors in 1997 and 1998 respectively as “the
Museum of the Art of the Local Residential House of China” and “the
Museum of the Wangs”. They cover an area of 34,156 square meters
including the Ancestral Hall of the Wangs. There are 55 courtyards and
1083 rooms in it.

“Gaojiaya” and “Hongmenbu” , both are the castle type buildings
and locate opposite in the east and west linking by a bridge. The
specialty of the whole building is locating at the slope of the mountain,
the houses and towers situate according to the location and scatter here
and there but with a harmony in style and lofty construction and there
are all kinds of facilities for the basic living. The design of the building
is the style of allocating the public area at front part and the private area
at back part of the courtyards which was a typical style used by most
of the people since the Western Zhou Dynasty. Decorated elegantly with
the special technique of brick carving, wooden carving and stone carving,



the courtyard is of very high standard in culture of the southern and
northern styles in China and it is really a practical, strong and artistic
courtyard.

The two major courtyards of “Gaojiaya” are of three—step type
quadrangle with the high tower to hold sacrifice ceremony to the
ancestors and the tower for young female members to live at two sides
and there are also separate courtyards for cooking and studying and
common courtyards for reading, for planting flowers, for the staffs and
for the private guards. All the courtyards are surrounded by a wall with
the four gates designed at their suitable location. All the courtyards, both
the small and large, are situated independently but also connecting with
each other closely. There are so many gates and doors with different
types in the whole courtyard that makes people feeling that there are
courtyards within the courtyards, and gates after gates, feeling like being
in the labyrinth.

The design of “Hongmenbu” is concealing a Chinese character
“Wang” (F) in the whole structure of the courtyards. Besides arranging
the public area at front and private at back areas, some parts of it have
been designed as the gardens in front and courtyard in back according to
the geographical situation. Some of the courtyards are beautiful and
elegant and others are small but also lovely with their own styles. As
in Gaojiaya, most of the decorations of carving here are of the “tiny
and dense style” of Qing Dynasty.

Including the ancestral hall of the Wangs, the Grand Courtyard of
the Wangs demonstrates a style of architecture in fully utilizing the
actual location and its inner design is the successful combination of the
cave—house and tile—house together showing the whole courtyard majes—
tic and beautiful as a great painting and even making people feel the
poem and music from the background they stand. It also succeeded in the
changing within the unified design, and setting up an image of elegant
both in the idea and practice from the buildings scattering here and there
all over the area. Mr. Zheng Xiaoxie, who is a famous professional in the
field of architecture, wrote the inscription amazingly as: “lt is a
priceless treasure of the nation and the mankind and you never get tired
of visiting it again and again, and | hope that it will become better and
better day by day”. The Grand Courtyard of the Wangs is also honored
by the medias as .“the best of the courtyards”.

The Temple ‘to Confucius of Yuan Dynasty in Jinsheng Village has
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been open to visitors and it is very close to the courtyard. Just 2
kilometers away, there is Zishou Temple built in Tang Dyansty and the
temple has become famous both in the country and abroad because of the
lost and return of the 18 Arhats in this temple. There is also a ruin of
New Stone Age where some bronze wares of Shang Dynasty were
unearthed, Some documents concerning the fight against Jin invaders in
Song Dynasty were discovered, and there is an ancient record of the
whole list of the books it kept from the library “Jinghua Tower”. All
these historical background around the courtyard make it more famous,
especially the art of “three carving—brick carving, wooden carving and
stone carving”. As the treasure in the art of the residential houses, the
grand courtyard has attracted more and more attention by the professional
specialists in the fields of architecture, history, sociology and designers,
cameramen as well as the medias.

In 1999, the Grand Courtyard of the Wangs was praised as “One
of the ten best scenic spots of Shanxi” and “the model of the best spot
in the Province”. At the same year, the Association of Chinese Writers
held a ceremony for the hanging of a board, designating the courtyard as
a base for the writers to live together with the local people for further
understanding the life of the people. At the early 2002, it was desig—
nated by the state as a tour scenic spot of AAAA standard and the
model in the country by “The Trip around the Country for Supervision of
the Quality.”
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The Gate “Hanging Flowers”
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A View of the Ancient Courtyard
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The East Gate of Gaojiaya



