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The greatest steam locomotive in
China Mao Tse—tung, now exhibited
in China Railway Museum, receiving

people’ s respect.
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Introduction
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The steam locomotive, as a product and a symbol of the
nineteenth century Industrial Revolution, is the driving force of our
modern civilization. One hundred and thirty—one years have passed
since the first steam locomotive was introduced into China, stretching
over three centuries, during which we first assembled locomotives
with imported parts, then we made copies modeled on the foreign
locomotives, had them processed and modified, and finally we
designed and manufactured locomotives of our own.
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Although the steam locomotive’ s history in China is not
long, only thirty—six years, from 1952 when the first steam
locomotive was successfully reproduced by Sifang Locomotives Factory
till 1988 when Datong Locomotives Factory stopped producing QJ
class steam locomotives, Chinese railway workers gave them a top
performance and a peak condition. A typical example is the QJ class
manufactured by Datong Locomotives Factory, which can be rated
a world—class in all respects such as style, structure, performance
and power.
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In 1980s, along with the wide application of diesel and electric
locomotives, the number of steam locomotives in use declined,
which signaled that steam locomotives would definitely be phased
out from the historical stage of chinese railway.
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After 1988, only SY class steam locomotives were produced
in batches in Tangshan Locomotives, providing services for industrial
and mining factories, even to be exported to the United States.
By the end of 2000, only 602 steam locomotives were operating on
national rails, and over 1700 on local and factory rails. By the end
of 2006, all steam locomotives were retired from national rails after
having fulfilled their mission, leaving only a small number serving
on local and factory lines.
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This photo brochure includes:
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QJ steam locomotives operating on national railways.
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QJ steam locomotive
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The builder's plate of the QJ class from the Datong Locomotive Factory
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JS steam locomotive SY steam locomotive
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Operating on industrial and mining factory railways:JS steam locomotive,SY steam

locomotive,YJ steam locomotive,JFF steam locomotive.
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steam locomotives operating on forestry narrow gauge and local railways.
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YJ steam locomotive JF steam locomotive
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Nowadays the steam locomotive is becoming a thing of the past and in the
near future will only be seen in museums as historical relics of nineteenth
cemtwry’ s Industrial Revolution, but we can never forget those good old days
when they were running on the Chinese land, enchanting us with their changing

shapes as well as the cloud of smoke and steam.
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As a steam locomotive enthusiast and a photography fan as well, 1 have a
special affection for steam locomotives. But since I only started to study and

photograph them a few years ago, I can only share with you this brochure of

pictures taken during 1999 and 2007.
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e Pl WoST Bridge of Jingpeng is called Duolun river bridge. At 8:23, when the morning

Yight felt on the bridge, a QJ double—headed train was heading westwards to Haoluku. This
;. (January 8,2004)

is_my precious shot, taken after a long wait of four yea
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The steam locomotives on the Inner Mongolia
main lines and the industry and the coal mining

railways
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During December 1995 and November 2007, I together with
the photography enthusiasts from all over the world, stayed on
Inner Mongolia Plateau and by following the trail of steam locomotives
we experienced the joys and pains locomotives brought to us. This
is the kind of love that only we steam locomotive fans have the
honor to experience and find it hard to part with.

A5 3l 2k vk
Jitong Railway
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December Ist 1995 is an unforgettable day and should be
written into Chinese railway history: Jitong Railway merged into
China National Railway net is formally opened.
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“Whooooo,” with the whistle blowing, a train for Tongliao

hauled by the QJ class steam locomotive pulled out of Jining south
station towards the vast grassland. The tooting whistles and the
rolling wheels awoke the sleeping age—old highland. This was the
day when a new railway — Jitong railway was put into use, which
started eastbound from Benhong on Jining—Erlianhot section to
Zhelimu on Tongliao—Huolinke section, crossing the vast hinterland
of Inner Mongolia, stretching as long as 945 kilometers. Jitong

A DI, EBERLAAE S I BRI & a0 (eI . (1999 4E 2 )])

In Baotou Steelworks, a steel scoria train hauled by SY was unloading

steel scoriae. (February 1999)

railway, jointly constructed by China Railway Ministry and Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region, is the last steam—powered railway in
the world. The total number of QJ steam locomotives that have

been running there amount to one hundred and thirty.
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Most part of Jitong railway is situated at the joint of Inner
Mongolia Plateau, Daxinganling Mountains and Yanshan Mountains,
a line with various landforms and geographical features are visible
due to the complicated tectonic movement. Rolling mountains extend
endlessly along the line of Chabuga — Daban — Jingpeng, which

is well known as “home of QJs” and “the paradise of steam



locomotives” to railway and photography enthusiasts. Every year a large number

of railway fans around the world come to visit and take pictures here.
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“Ready? The train is coming!” shouted my fellow photographers and all of
us quickly double—checked our cameras and got ready. Instantly the crowd fell
completely silent. We all stopped talking and hold our breath, watching closely
in the direction of the steam locomotive. Double—headed by QJ, the train pulled
out of Xiakengzi station. It was a real charm to see the big and powerful
locomotive spinning along, sending an explosive puff of smoke upwards, with a
deafening whistling and a loud yet pleasant exhaust noise.
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Heading towards Dabaliang top
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STk
Running through the Hada Mountain

“The train is drawing closer! It is crossing the Simingyi bridge. The train is coming!
[t has passed the Simingyi Tunnel.” At that moment we forgot everything except clicking the
shutter and enjoving the rhythm of “chug chug” on the railway tracks. The world suddenly
became so wonderf( and fascinating. “Excellent!” “Great!” “Gorgeous!” All of us exclaimed
as the train sped away, because we knew that we had had an unparalleled shot — Hadashan

shot. It had been a very lucky day!

1998 4F 4 i £ ¥ [ 1F 8 BB T IR A AR HL %, 2004 4 K B BT IR S 4 IR AL 4
20054F 12 H O HAE RS H I T 2R VFIL G AR, EXEMARILE 2B, TI12H10
H 4 24 IR BL % .

From 1998 Zhengxiangbaiqi section of Jitong railway began its dieselization. The same
thing happened on Daban section from 2004. A ceremony was held in Daban station on
December 9, 2005, officially announcing the retirement of all steam locomotives. On December

10, 2005 dieselization was completed along Jitong railway.
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Summer of Jitong Railway
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Inner Mongolia Plateau’ s summer is very beautiful with green crops, vellow sunflowers, brown lands, crooked streams running in the depth of grasslands,
flocks of cattle and sheep and little colorful wildflowers all over the mountains. A train double—headed by QJ runs in the middle, making a picture of unimaginable

beauty .

w204y, P AUBLAE S 1 B 4 AT ) w] W) SRS . (2002 4E 8 )1)
At 7: 20 a train double—headed by QJ was heading for Simingyi Tunnel. (August 2002)




s a}ways ciungmg Average summer temperature is around 25°C. July and
Aumt are rah wqms But I was not frustrdtvd with lhe,;.amv day and my patience was finally rewarded. At 18.
cleare& np,g train for Haoluku doubie—hiﬁur by QJ crossed Duolun River bridge. (July 23,2004)
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At 5: 50 in the early morning, a QJ double—headed train for Galadesitai finally came as I waited in the first light of the day beside the Yuzhoudi bridge. It was really exciting to see
the train thundering along in the thin morning mist. (July 28,2003)
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In order to shot tunnel No 3 of Erdi, I climbed to the mountain top with great difficulty. It was late summer and early autumn. Far away were bluish lime mountains. Near mountains
were jade green. The beautiful landscape was covered with a blackish green and golden blanket. Suddenly a train double—headed by QJ made its way out of tunnel No 3 with the rumbling
noise, heading east towards Shangdian station. (September 1,2004)
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A train with a doubleheader QJ
7048+7002 ran from Darigiga to
Chaganhada. Against the background of
distant mountains, the locomotive seemed
to exhibit dominance over the whole world
with tremendous momentum. (August 26,
2005)

P 191F01 53, 255l VD500 23 LT K ki,
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At 19:01 I arrived at Reshui before
sunset after a long journey of 500
kilometers, when QJ 714346577 had just
hauled the train out of Galadesitai and
was crossing Gala bridge station. The
train was speeding away in the flashing
glory of the setting sun. What a lucky
shot! (July 22, 2004)
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P IR LA MR Bl , il e e, B SR Esr, WL Jitong railway runs on the Inner Mongolia Plateau, which has a typical continental climate, therefore there is
] W REHE S H 45 AT K 4. 02 50825 4%, ik 7002+7038 AUHL4: 4% a big difference between morning and evening temperatures, which means even in midsummer steam can be seen in
SIS 4B i o LT 42t RBIBREAT A, UL I 1 25 HIBL 4200 2% the morning. At 5:25 before sunrise QJ 7002+7038 hauled the train out of Gulumanhan station. The steam rose
FOLRIES 7B hdih. (2005 4¢ 8 )] 28 1)

from the locomotive to join the light clouds hanging overhead. It was a best sunrise melody. (August 28,2005)



