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INTRODUCTION

Vocabulary Between the covers of this dictionary are collected 7,331
Chinese characters, under which are to be found some 120,000 entries.
They were selected from a vast wealth of source materials, including dic-
tionaries, Chinese classics, works of old and modern literature, newspapers,
periodicals, legal documnents and daily conversations. Inasmuch as this
dictionary is intended as a useful tool for present-day readers seeking gen-
eral but not encyclopedic information, the selection of the entries was
made with the emphasis on wide application and current usage. Language
being what it is, a lexicographer would be faulted for allowing his personal
preference to influence his judgment in this respect. Among the entries of
this dictionary one will find, side by side with what is “classic” or “high-
brow", scientific and technological terms, familiar journalistic expressions,
idioms and even slang, which may appear slightly repulsive to those with a
refined taste.

Form of Characters Many characters in the Chinese language are
interchangeable. Some characters have a standard form and a popular
form. In addition, there are simplified forms and corrupt forms. The
problem is further compounded by the fact that many “standard forms”
have sunk into oblivion, while what were originally considered “corrupt
forms” have been accepted as legitimate through long usage. To solve this
problem, the compilers of this dictionary have chosen for inclusion those
forms that are treated as “standard” by the majority of Chinese diction-
aries in circulation. Popular forms and the most commonly seen corrupt
forms are also listed, either separately or right beside the pertinent stan-
dard forms, and are included in the Radical Index for easy reference.

Arrangement of Entries Standard characters in this dictionary are
arranged according to their radicals in keeping with Chinese tradition.
Each radical is shown in the Radical Table with a page number. Charac-
ters with the same radical are arranged according to the number of strokes
in the ascending order.

Some Chinese characters have more than one pronunciation, with each
pronunciation representing a totally different meaning. Characters of the
category are listed separately. For example, the character “f” is pro-
nounced (zhong) in “rhAE]" (in the middle) and (zhdng) in “HFE"” (to be
poisoned). Therefore, the same character “f1” is treated as two separate
characters. No such distinction is made with those characters whose
meaning is not affected by difference in pronunciation. For example, the
¢haracter “#%” can be pronounced (wéi) or (wéi) without change in mean-
ing. Characters of this nature are treated as a single entity with the differ-
ent pronunciations indicated behind each.

Entries under each character are arranged according to the order of
HAN YU PIN YIN(i{%iE#3). For example, the expression “#7#iigies”
(dd clo jing shé) is listed before “¥T#” (dad gi).

All entries under each character begin with that particular character.
For example, the entries under the character “3¢” all begin with “3X”. If
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one wants to find the expression “{L3r£%"”, he must look for it under the
character “L1”.

Pronunciation Guide Two kinds of pronunciation guide are adopted
in this dictionary. They are the Mandarin Phonetic Symbols ([EiE# &4
) and HAN YU PIN YIN(QUEBE).

English Definitions Woe to those who attempt to make a perfect
translation between Chinese and English, two languages that have few
common denominators. The primary objective of this dictionary is to give
the Chinese characters and phrases their equivalent meaning in English, on
the assumption that the majority of them have English counterparts with
identical or similar meaning. In cases where this is not true, the Chinese
character or phrase in question is merely explained in English with no
equivalent given. The late Mr. Yen Fu laid down three cardinal principles
for the guidance of translators: fidelity, readability and literary elegance.
The compilers of this dictionary have done their best to meet at least the
first two of the three requirements, hoping that the deficiency in the last
will be made up by the learned user himself.

The following rules are observed in giving the English definitions.

1.If one entry has two or more definitions totally different, they are

listed separately and introduced by Arabic numerals in the ascend-
ing order with the more popular ones placed first. For example, the
phrase “% %" has two definitions: (1)the late season of a year and (2)
the closing years of one's life.

2.To enable non-Chinese speaking readers to savor the beauty of some

Chinese proverbs and expressions, this dictionary usually gives a
literal translation first and then the inferred meaning after a dash.
3.Latin words and titles of books which appear in the English defini-

tions are printed in italics.

Indices Four indices are attached to this dictionary. They are: (1)
HAN YU PIN YIN Index to standard characters and simplified characters,
(2)Mandarin Phonetic Symbol Index to standard characters and simplified
characters, (3)Radical Index to standard characters, (4) Stroke Number
Index to standard characters. With these indices no one can fail to find in
this dictionary the character or any of the entries he is looking for.

Appendix See the Table of Contents.
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In this index the characters are arranged according to the
alphabetical order of HAN YU PIN YIN. Characters with the
same pronunciation are arranged according to their respective
radicals. The figure to the right of each character is its identi-
fication number under which the character can be found in
the body of the dictionary.

If the dictionary user knows the pronunciation of the char-
acter he is looking for but is unfamiliar with its strokes, he
can find it in the index according to the alphabetical order of
HAN YU PIN YIN. Using the identification number as a
guide, he can locate in the dictionary the character and the

entries beneath it.
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