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Abstract

Does mass media influence the economic development? This is an
interesting academic question which deserves in-depth study. The
researchers of development communication can not do thorough study
because they are not familiar with the economic theories. The researchers
of development economics pay little attention to this question because
they are not care about the subject of communication. This academic
question needs the inter-disciplinary endeavors. On the basis of relevant
development communication theories and economic development
theories, the author made thorough study about this question.

Knowledge communication is the one of the major functions of
mass media. The author analyzed the influence of mass media in the
process of knowledge production and human capital accumulation. Two
theoretic models were constructed: One is the growth model which is
based on the new concept “communication efficiency”. Another is the
growth model based on media study and human capital. On the basis of
these two models, the author put forward two hypotheses which state
the influence of mass media in the economic development. Some
empirical tests using the international datum and Chinese datum had been

done. The author also discussed the practice of China who has used
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media to promote economic development successfully. The theoretical
methods used in this dissertation include the Endogenous Growth Model
and Dynamic Optimization Method. The empirical methods used
include Data Envelopment Analysis (DEA), Tobin model, Unit Root
Test, and Panel Data Model. The author drew three major conclusions
by the studies:

Firstly, the solutions of Balanced Growth Path of the first model
showed that the increase of communication efficiency would enhance the
economic growth rate, and propel labors to migrate from the production
sector to R&D sector. The empirical test of Chinese datum showed that
the communication efficiency exerted positive influence on knowledge
production efficiency, and this result was statistically significant.

Secondly, the solutions of Balanced Growth Path of second model
showed that the production efficiency, the quality, and the externality of
mass media would influence the balanced economic growth rate. The
empirical test of Chinese datum showed that the change rate of book
penetration level and newspaper penetration level had positive influence
on the change rate of Total Factor Productivity ( TFP ), and the
influence of the book penetration level was statistically significant.

Thirdly, China has made a successful practice of importing the
advanced communication technology and equipment from foreign
countries, and become one of the greatest media powers of the world.
Moreover, China also has made a successful practice of using mass media
to enhance human capital level, and become one of the greatest learning

societies of the world.
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