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Many visitors to Britain have preconceived (5445 1H)
notions of what they will encounter—and they are frequently
surprised. Even those who speak English as their mother tongue
can be nonplussed ({#£5%): Oscar Wilde described Britain and
America as “two nations divided by the same language.” The
peoples of these islands are the product of a long and varied
history. They can baffle, charm, and sometimes dismay those who

have grown up elsewhere.

The Act of Union of 1707 that united the governments
of England and Scotland, thereby creating Great Britain, was
complex—early as confusing as the national game of cricket. For
visitors, the character of the British themselves has always been a
puzzle. Words like “complex,” “enigmatic,” and “idiosyncratic”
come to mind, as do other epithets (FiR ialiE) such as “reserved,”

“quaint,” and “eccentric.”

It is also true that for many British people there is still pride
in the past and a kind of nostalgia for the “good old days” —a
collective memory of the country as it was before World War II.
Britain has a reputation abroad, not surprisingly, for being insular
(BA B EEMR) and “different.” None of these stereotypes
bother the British at all. As a people they are immensely inventive,
reflective, focused, and tenacious (3% ) — qualities that have
generated some extraordinary outcomes, not least an empire that
was the biggest the world has ever known, a monarchy that has

endured for over a thousand years, and a parliamentary democracy



that has been the template ($£4#%) for the rest of the world.

Britain has produced some of the world’s greatest literature,
gave rise to the Industrial Revolution, was the source of most
of the world’s major sports, and has invented countless items of
technology that have advanced the quality of modern life. It has
won more Nobel Prizes than the countries of Europe combined,
and has done more than any other nation to unite the world, first
through its great trading empire, and then through the legacy
of English as a global language. Frequently at the forefront of

change, the British remain peculiarly attached to their past.

The following pages aim to help the visitor to understand
something about the customs, values, and changing way of life of
this remarkable island people who once ruled over a third of the

world.



Key Facts

The United Kingdom of  Member of NATO, the EU,
Great Britain and Northern G7, G8, OECD, and the UN

Ireland Security Council

Official Name

London: the EU’s AT
Capital Cities largest city, with a pop. of Otherccaar;c);itfz?lsB. 5;’2? rgh,
7 million. 3 i

England: Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool
< < Scotland: Glasgow, Aberdeen
Other Main Cities Wales: Swansea, Wrexham, Newport
Northern Ireland: Londonderry

Total area approx. 93,832 sq. miles (243,025 sq. km):
England: 50,318 sq.miles (130,324 sq. km)
Area Scotland: 30,297, sq. miles (78,469 sq. km)
Wales: 8,021 sq. miles (20,774 sq. km)
N. Ireland: 5,196 sq. miles (13,458 sq. km)

London temp.

ranges from
Climate

Temperate 36-43°F (2-6°C) in
January to
55-90°F (13-32°C) in July.
ST o2 1%
England 49 997 060 Minority ethnic groups: 7.9%
Population Sc%tland 5'115 '000 Princ. ethnic groups: Indian,
i Pakistani, Black Caribbean,
Wales 2,946,000 Black Afican
N. Ireland 1,698,000 ]
Average members per Pop. under 15: 19%
Family Makeup household: 2.4 Pop. over 65: 15.8%
Church of England,
Churches of Wales and  Principal minority religions:
Religion Scotland (Protestant Judaism, Hinduism, Islam,
traditions), Roman Sikhism.
Catholic.
Language English

English and Welsh in Wales




Government

Currency

Press

Broadcasting

Electricity

Video/TV

Telephone

Constitutional Monarchy. No written constitution: the
relationship between state and people is based on
statute law, common law, and conventions. Parliament
comprises two chambers, the House of Commons
(elected) and House of Lords (unelected), and remains
the supreme authority of government and law-making in
the UK, despite devolved administrations in Scotland,
Wales, and Northern Ireland.

Pound Sterling

Broadsheets: The Times,
The Guardian, The
Independent, The Daily
Telegraph, and
The Observer (Sunday).
There are five national
“tabloid” newspapers.

BBC-TV has two main
channels, 1 and 2, plus
six digital channels.
Independent TV has
various commercial plus
digital channels. There
are two principal cable
companies.

240 volts throughout the country.

PAL system

Britain’s country code is
44,

Regional newspapers are
published throughout
the country, the biggest
being The Daily Record
(circulation
0.6 million) in Scotland.

Radio is still dominated
by the BBC, but there
are many independent
broadcasters. Approx.
40% of households are

connected to the Internet.

Following deregulation,
there are now around 50
service providers.







Britain is located on the westernmost edge of the
continental shelf of Europe. It consists of two large

and several hundred small islands.
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