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A Brief Introduction to Hainan Province

As the second largest island of China, Hainan, like a pearl, is mounted in the
vast blue water of South China Sea. With tropical resort resources, Hainan Island has
radiant sunshine, soft sandy beaches, blowing sea breeze, relaxing and healthy spa,
wonderful folkways of minority nationality and various animals and plants, all appeal
to you to come for touring and vacationing. In addition, it also possesses plenty of
natural, mineral and tourist resources, and aquatic products.

Nearly at the same altitude of Hawaii, Hainan Province is located in the south-
ernmost part of China’s land area. Hainan lies in the central part of Asian Pacific Eco-
nomic Circle, facing Leizhou Peninsula of Guangdong over the Qiongzhou Strait. Ex-
actly, the west of the island borders the Gulf of Tongkin, with Vietnam visible in the
distance, and the east of the island is near to Hong Kong and Taiwan. The South
China Sea to the south of the island adjoins to Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore and
other southeast countries. Haikou City, the capital of Hainan Province, is near from
Hong Kong for only 50 minutes by air and 2—3 hours, fly from the above regions
and foreign countries.

As the second largest island in China, Hainan takes up a land area of 34,000
square kilometers with a population of more than 8,263,100 in 2005. The abbrevia-
ted name of the province is Qiong with its capital at Haikou. The province governs 2
prefecture-level cities, and 4 counties and 6 autonomous counties. The province in it-
self includes Hainan Island, Xisha Islands ,> Zhongsha Islands, Nansha Islands and the
South China Sea waters. There live many nationalities in Hainan Island, mainly in-
cluding Han, Li, Miao and Hui nationalities. In China, people of Li nationality live
in the middle and south of Hainan Island only. The total population of Li nationality
is of 1,280,000.

With annual average temperature 22C—267C and annual rainfall 1, 500—
1,600mm, Hainan Island has monsoon tropical climate, with more than 300 sunny
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days of a year. Due to the above-mentioned climate, Hainan is a good place for holi-
days and traveling.

The stress of agricultural production of the province is tropical plants, like rubber
whose output occupies over 60% of the total of the country, together with rice, sugar
cane, peanuts, sesames, as well as tropical fruits. The industry of the province was
comparatively backward. But since the 1980s, industry in the province has shown a
rapid growth on sugar making, rubber, salt-refining, textiles, etc.

In Hainan, there are 17 institutions of higher learning. Hainan University Sanya
College, founded in 2005 with brand-new administrative concept, admits several
thousand undergraduates from 28 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions.
There are also 542 middle schools and 45 vocational schools. And 19,470 medical
setups have been set up, in which there are 192 hospitals with 15,000 hospital beds.

In other industries like power, transport, highway and aviation, Hainan takes the
lead in the country in terms of the area of the province. All of them have shown the
rapid development to meet the need of the people.

We are proud to say that Hainan is a very clean and green land in our country.
With the forest coverage of 51. 5% in Hainan Island at present, Hainan develops late-
ly with well-protected natural environment. There are five tropical primeval forest ar-
eas in Hainan Island: Wuzhishan Forest Area, Bawangling Forest Area, Jianfengling
Forest Area, Diaoluoshan Forest Area and Limushan Area.

As the 31st province, Hainan is an economic development special zone. Hainan
Island is divided into 5 economic districts, each with infrastructure of port and there
are unprecedently favorable opportunities for overseas investors. Foreign capital,
technology,, western marketing expertise and prompt responses to market are encour-
aged by various government agencies.

Hainan Island lies between the tropical and subtropics with rich natural resources
as well as natural landscape of tropical islands, natural flavors, geothermal hot
springs, cultural relics and rare animals and plants. According to the preliminary in-
vestigation, the available tourist resources of Hainan Island are of 241 spots of 11
kinds in total. All the domestic and foreign exports and tourists are enchanted by the
blue sky, white clouds, bright sunshine, long coastline and lots of bays, white sandy

beaches, coconut scenery and charming sea of Hainan Island.
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1. A Brief Introduction to Haikou

Friends, we have arrived in the beautiful city of Haikou, known for its coconut
trees. Haikou is the capital of Hainan Province. It is located at the north end of Hain-
an Island and borders the Qiongzhou Strait. Haikou covers an area of 2,364. 8 square
kilometers with a population of more than 1,500,000 people. It is the political, eco-
nomic and cultural center of Hainan as well as a hub for sea, land and air traffic. In
addition, it is an export-oriented, international and tourist destination with tropical
landscape and beautiful beaches. Haikou is a youngest provincial capital in China.

Haikou has a long history. As early as 10 B. C., during Western Han Dynasty
(206B. C. —25A.D. ), General Lufude conquered the southern tribes and created the
Zhuya and Zhaner prefectures in Hainan. In Southern Song Dynasty (1127—1279) ,
the central government set up the Port of Haikou, affiliated with Qiongzhou Prefec-
ture. Haikou ( which means “ocean mouth” ) got its name from that it is near the
mouth of the Nandujiang River. Haikou became a city in 1926, and has gradually be-
come an important port of China’s south-north trade as well as intramural trade. After
the signing of “the Tianjin Treaty” , Haikou was opened up as a port for trade. About
10 foreign countries set up their consulates here. If you have time to stroll around
Zhongshan Road and Boai Road in the old section of Haikou, you can still see blocks
of French Baroque architectures preserved to the present time, which used to be the
location of foreign consulates and trade organizations. Haikou was liberated on April
23, 1950. On April 13, 1988, the 7th session of the National People’s Congress ap-
proved the set-up of Hainan Province and the Hainan Special Economic Zone. From
then on, Haikou has become the capital of the province and a window to the outside
world for the Hainan Special Economic Zone. Its urban appearance continued to
change on a daily basis.

On September 16, 2002, the State Council formally approved to combine Haik-
ou together with Qiongshan City. Today, Haikou administers four districts of Meilan,
Longhua, Qiongshan and Xiuying, and 10 development zones. After the founding of
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the province and special economic zone, industry, agriculture, service and urban con-

* struction in Haikou have shown a rapid development. Infrastructure, communication
and telecommunication are greatly advanced compared with that of the rest of China.
The roads are wide and clean; gardens and green lawns can be seen everywhere.
Haikou Meilan International Airport is among the ten biggest airports in China. There
are over 50 domestic and international airlines connecting to Haikou. The annual
freight-handling capacity of the port of Haikou reaches 11 million tons, and the
freight ships travel to harbors all over the country. Telephone and mobile phone user
rate, the average per capita living space, and green land occupancy levels in Haikou
are among the most advanced areas of the country.

Friends, now let me tell you the main streets of Haikou. Haifu Boulevard joins
Haikou and Fucheng where the CCP Hainan committee and the Hainan People’s Gov-
ernment, the main provincial functional departments and their offices are located. In
this street, Haixiu Avenue, one of the commercial streets, has large shopping outlets
like Bright Pearl Square, Lepusheng Shopping Mall, DC Square and Haikou Number
One Department Store. Haixiu East Road is one of 100 Model Streets in China with
heavy traffic and brisk business. Jiefang West Road is the shopping street most noted
for clothing, clocks, leather products, jewelry, audio-visual products and electrical
products. Boai South Road is the street for small commodities. Longkun South Road
features seafood restaurants and amusement parks. The seaside Binhai Boulevard has
many hotels and restaurants, Shengsheng Department Store, Haikou stadium, Wanlu
Garden, Haikou Tropical Oceanic Park and Binhai Park. In recent years, Haikou has
invested in and constructed numerous tourist facilities. As a result, the vacation area,
located along Qiongzhou Strait, has taken shape. The strip park along the west
golden coastline has become the first strip coastal park in China. The main sightseeing
spots are the old section of Haikou, Memorial Temple to the Five Lords, the Tomb of
Martyr Li Shuoxun, Hairui’s Tomb, the Holiday Beach, Jinniuling Park, Haikou
Park, Xiuying Fort Barbette, Xixiu Beach, the Holiday Beach Water World and the
Tropical Marine World, the Crater Park and Hainan Tropical Wildlife Animal and Bo-
tanical Garden. Fucheng Town of Qiongshan City, a famous historical town adjacent
to Haikou, has Qiongtai Academy and a Drum Tower, which are also worth visiting.

Friends, this young provincial capital and special economic zone is creating a
brilliant tomorrow. People say that Haikou has the foundation of a small town, the
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scope of an average-sized city but the imposing appearance of a large city. This ex-
pression summarizes the basic features of Haikou from a low starting point to its high
stage takeoff. The newly-built Transcentury Bridge, like a rainbow over the mouth of
Nandujiang River joining Haikou International Trade Center and Hainan Development
Zone, has become the new scene of Haikou. Yuehai Railroad connects the railway of
Hainan and the national railway network. In addition, the east express railway is go-
ing to be built. All these will show the beautiful prospects of a cosmopolitan Haikou
in the future. ;

Friends, Haikou is an old but also new city. Its fascinating landscape, mild cli-
mate, diverse history and prosperous development are all worth visiting. Please enjoy

our city and its delights as we are working for a much better tomorrow.



”?@ %m\

=
g%’*‘

2. Wanlu Garden

Distinguished friends, now let me welcome you to the biggest tropical ecological
garden in Haikou — the Wanlu Garden. Wanlu Garden is located on the marine recla-
mation land, north of Binhai Boulevard, with the famous Qiongzhou Strait to the
north. Facing the south is Binhai Boulevard, which fronts the financial and trade sec-
tion of Haikou where we find both skyscrapers and large mansions. The garden is
close to Haikou Stadium to the east, and the Municipal People’s Congress and the au-
ditorium of the municipal government to the west. The garden covers an area of about
83 hectares, and is the largest, tropical seaside and ecological garden in Haikou as
well as a recreational resort for Haikou residents.

Friends, it was not easy for this garden to come into being. Being a new capital
city, Haikou possesses unique tropical seashore tourist resources and a lot of tropical
plants and flowers. But much of the natural vegetation was destroyed due to the over
exploitation by real estate developers shortly after the founding of the province. In or-
der to improve the ecological environment and bring benefits to the people, the Haik-
ou municipal Party Committee and government decided to fill the sea and assigned
over 150 acres of valuable land north of the Haikou financial and trade section to build
the garden. This is the Wanlu Garden we are in today.

The decision received immediate support from people at all levels of society.
Since 1993, the Haikou municipal Party Committee and government called on govern-
ment workers, soldiers, townspeople and students to take part in the voluntary labor
to construct the garden. Within about a year, 700 thousand cubic meters of earth were
backfilled, 400 thousand square meters of lawn laid, and 10 thousand square meters
of trees and flowers planted. The once barren beach became green land. In that peri-
od of time, people from all walks of life, overseas Chinese and local residents dona-
ted nearly 10 million RMB to the construction of Wanlu Garden. On January 3rd,
1996, the garden was opened to the public.

In order to upgrade the management and construction of the garden, the spring of
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