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Preface

As an old Chinese saying goes, “It is ahead when we glimpse at it, but just in
a minute it is behind”, time runs quickly, just like a white foal passing a chink.

Transitorily, 2007—2008, which is an unusual year and difficult for us to
forget, makes us to sigh with regret the brevity of life and the ruthlessness of
years. However, just when we utter the plaints of time, we can break away from
the bondage of time with the wings of hominine thought, which can bring us to
the everlasting Eden, where we can freely enjoy the infinite wisdom kept by
human beings in the finite time, and feel excitement and gratification for these
human wisdoms.

A west oracle said at one time, “Science can help human acquire knowledge,
and philosophy can help human acquire wisdom”. Philosophy is just like a
beautiful lily, which arouses much adoration and treasure from innumerable
people. Today we can still see the silhouettes of Plato and Aristotle before this
flower; we can still feel the breaths of Confucius and Mencius; we can still hear
the dissensions from Hegel and Marx. The charms of the flower urge us to put
more endeavors into it, and we hope we can make it bloom more brilliantly with
our tillage.

Philosophy, this unparalleledly vivid flower, helps human beings know their
own resplendence and obscuration, their own erudition and simplicity, as well as
their own intrepidity and recreance. Philosophy of technology is just the most
beautiful petal in this exotic flower of philosophy.

In this “technical epoch”, technology has become a gigantic power which has

infiltrated into the whole aspects of social life and has influenced social
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development. Technology has branded everything from the clothing, food,
housing, transportation, communication, traffic, health, morality, ethic and
values of ordinary people to the political, economic and military movements of
the country. The science and technology changing with every passing day are just
like a magnetic aerotrain running at high speed, which carries us through the
grotesque and gaudy shadows and multicoloured dreams in our life, so we can’t
depart from technology any more, and even in a certain sense we can say that
technology has become one part of our lives. Technology and us is inseparable,
just like the shell of snail for the snail, the web of spider for the spider. Thus it
can be seen that philosophy of technology has matchless forefront as well as
matchless compactness of the times. By all appearances, the status and altitude
that philosophy of technology possess in the idealistic ocean of human can not be
replaced.

An epoch needs a main rhythm of epoch. When the modern science and
technology are advancing at a gallop ceaselessly, philosophy of technology
matched with the times is vividly portrayed. Philosophy of technology flourished
gradually from its naissance and has developed into a mature subject with
abundant academic support and realistic practicability, it been endowed with
breaths of the times. In this new epoch, we have enough reasons to believe that
philosophy of technology will turn into one of main rhythms of the epoch; we
also have enough reasons to believe that philosophy of technology will be the
academic fulcrum matching with the globalization of economy and be the
phosphor in the developing path. Nowadays, the economy of China is in the
pivotal period and phase of development, during which the problem of “dilemma”
is more and more obvious. In order to avoid the unnecessary wastes and losses, we
need to seek a feasible knowledge system, which will help and arouse us to bridge
the historical “difficulty”. In the seventeenth National Congress of the CPC
(Communist Party of China), the Scientific Outlook on Development was
regarded as the concentrated embodiment of the world views and methodology of
the development issue. As far as outlooks on development are concerned, this is a

great revolution. A poetic line goes like this, “We had been looking for him for
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hundreds and thousands of times in the crowd. When we looked back suddenly,
we just found that he was just there where the lights were shining.” Research in
technology and philosophy ranges in a very wide scope and interfaces a very large
area, has profound academic attainments and superior practicability, and can
“escort and convoy” the development of economy and society for our country on
the level of theory and on the level of theory combining with practice, which,
undoubtedly, has important relations with the happiness of the majority of
people.

Pu Song-ling wrote in his self-encouraging distich after he failed in the
examination, “Where there is a will, there is a way; BarEr Qin Guan belonged to
Chu eventually; Heaven rewards the painstaking person; 3000 armors of Yue
could swallow Wu.” This a scrumptious distich in the world, and should become
our self-encouraging distich.

Like what a poetic line says, “We should break the flowers when they are just
in their anthesis, and had better not wait to break a empty branch upon which
there is no flower any more”, we should grasp the opportunities, depending upon
the strong east wind of thirty years since our country reformed and opened to the
outside world, riding the winds and ploughing the waves in the academic ocean of
philosophy of technology; we should compose the new sections and chapters in
the picture scroll of academics and stand on the peak of academic mountain trying
to match the sky in height.

We should abnegate the conduct mingling with men of letters, posing as a
lover of culture or assuming the manners of creative artists. We should carry
forward the spiritual style of daring to explore new ground and working for the
truth, making great efforts to touch the door which will allow us to enter a
capacious universe of thoughts, looking forward to another leap of spirit and

sailing in a remote ocean against the sky.

Chen Fan Chen Hongbing Tian Pengying
In South Lake On Dec. 2008



