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Introduction

(for students and teachers)

This book is about grammar, but it is organized around words. Why? Very simply,
words have grammar. That is to say, when you use a word, you are obliged to
choose from the particular grammar patterns associated with that word. Take a
word such as for, for example. The phrase for students and teachers is an example
of the common pattern: for + NP. (If you are unsure about these grammar terms,
look at the Glossary, p. viii - p. x.) But there are other patterns associated with for.
For example:

-for | + -ing: You can also use a compass for telling the time.
«for |+ NP |+ to-infinitive: I'm waiting for him to call.

So, if you learn the grammar of for, you are learning at least three important
grammar patterns in English. (Notice that there are no grammar patterns such as
for + to-infinitive, or for + NP + -ing. So you cannot say: wentte-tondon-forto-

seethe-Queen. . Thesepills-areformehelping-to-sieepd

These three patterns with for are also very frequent. This is because for is a very
high-frequency word in English. In fact, it is the ninth most frequent word in
written English (according to one study). it is not surprising that the grammar
associated with high-frequency words - fike for, to, the, you, as, that, etc. - is very
high-frequency grammar and so, of course, very useful grammar. So, as Professor
John Sinclair put it: ‘Learners would do well to learn the common words of the
language very thoroughly, because they carry the main patterns of the language!

This book, then, is organized around one hundred of the most common words in
English. The common grammar of each word is displayed in the form of patterns.
These cover all the most important grammar structures in English. (On pages vi-vii
you will find a list of the common structures that are dealt with.) So, by learning
these high-frequency words and their high-frequency patterns, the learner is
getting traditional grammar ‘for free’, as it were.

For free, by the way, is a good example of a collocation. That is to say, for and free
often go together - so often that they form a ‘chunk; or ‘set phrase’ - such as for
example, for example! Other collocations with for include the phrasal verbs look
for and long for, and the ‘noun + for’ combinations: time for, need for, room for, ...
etc. This reminds us that, as the writer Virginia Woolf said: ‘It is a very obvious but
always mysterious fact that a word is not a single and separate entity: it is part of
other words ... words belong to each other! So, as well as grammar information,
this book dispiays useful collocations and set phrases derived from the hundred
high-frequency words we have chosen. If nothing else, these ‘chunks’ may offer
the learner a short-cut to the grammar of English.



The exercises that accompany each section explore the grammar and collocations
of each word, with a view to helping fix these in the memory. There is a Key at the
back of the book.

Some of the exercises include the use of concordance lines. These are examples of a
word in its context, taken from a huge database (or corpus) of authentic texts, both
spoken and written. The database we have used is the British National Corpus. Here,
for example, are some concordance lines for for. Can you find examples of the three
patterns mentioned in this introduction?

I was able to arrange for him to do a project.
He asked for the money for a cup of coffee.
He blames himself for being naive.

We hope you find this book useful, and that you will enjoy learning the grammar
of English naturally, through its words.

Acknowledgements

The principles that inspired this book derive to a large extent from the insights
of Michael Lewis, and of Jane and Dave Willis, and | wish to record my enormous
debt and gratitude to them (without, of course, implying any direct responsibility
on their part). For their hard work, professionalism, and encouragement, | am
hugely grateful to the editorial, research, and design team at Oxford University
Press, and, in particular, to my editor, Glynnis Chantrell.

Thanks |+ to |+ you |+ all!

An e



ot

B
( BEAEZ )

ABREMEFADOREENIEERS. AHTAZERENFOR? EEBRESE,
ANRBREHIEL, LR, REA—DRER, REEFRBPNEEEX
HOIESEEEN,, A& forsk 243 AR, 4§ iBfor students and teachersgi 2 “for +
ZEGIE X—FRNEMOEHE, ( MREGXEEEIRERAKRTR, TS
REViiTTEEXTIHARIER, ) BE, RforfBXMirH HtbsgEM, than,

«for | + -ing: You can also use a compass for telling the time.
-for | + ZiFEIE| + FtoBIARZER: I'm waiting for him to call.

Brid, mNRRFIforfiB%, RARESZ TRIEBE=FEZMNELEM,
(GER: FHEEW “for + HoMARER" B “for + BIF4FIE + -ing” XIFHIE
SEEEM, AT, {RAEEIR: twenttoLondonfortoseethe-Queen: Thesepillsare
fer-me-helpingto-sieep: )
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free ) ZBIEFEIEE,

IREIR—T, for freesit 2i8iEHEEL ( collocation ) AEHM—MEFHIF .
W, forfifree 2% —EFEH, WHEHKT AN “BB” (chunk) HE
“BIEEIB” (setphrase) , Lb#N. forexample, forfdHbBEBIEEIESD
Hlook forHllong for; “RiF + for” BIBEEHE: timefor, needfor, room for
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FMAKEENGFIBENZMINEENERNRR, EEBHEIENE
B2, BEMBEEIER,

FERESIBFEMATHRETT ( concordance line ) o XERRITE—MATEHSE
RAEREPHXS, MERRNXANKBEIEE [ AIERE (corpus ) 1, BIF
TAXKEEMNEEES. BRNANEEERXERRKIERE ( British National
Corpus ) o tbgl, TEFIMNMEforfI—EHKET, RERIBRNEXERES
BRENH=MEHEEF TG

I was able to arrange for him to do a project.
He asked for the money for a cup of coffee.
He blames himself for being naive.
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FFSF{EH (Symbols & Conventions)

SacE

PEBESIESRS, SISHNFREAAREAALEESNHE S, MEREIES:
“ ... (and)/and that sort of thing
* how do you do?

« EEEEMHEEERWHONERL, XMTSRTNEEAEHRAEN
B, IIEABNERIEHE,

= REHERENGE, REHBREUNER.
~ FRX B RMNIE

> RTFSRE—NXREE (I make) HTHRABMEZER, EEIH
4, ST InE) /Ry B B E ZE B L (What are you called? > My name
is Nigel) .

BEERERNES.

1 sort| (+ of + BiAEIE)
FToRXANEHB X BiTsort A FMAL, HE Hsort/FEoff1— B IFMIEMAK -

| don't like jasmine tea. Do you have another sort?
What sort of books do you read?

2 all/many/most | + sorts | (+ of + B iF%E1E)
RRXNEMBHall, manysimost/Fi&sortstal; FHall, manysmost/53E
sorts, JEHBEof1ZiEEIEMMNK.

What sort of pizzas do they do? ~ All sorts.
I like most sorts of music.

3 sortof |+[...]

RTEANLEdsort of FIMHT—MAXMM, WBE. FE. MEA. BREE
%

What's Janine like? ~ She’s sort of tall and pretty.
What'’s the weather like? ~ It's sort of raining.



EEZES| (Grammar index)
TEEFANFKBHETBEGRIEEIN LR
5Eid - a/an, - the
BhEhiF -» am/is/are, 2 be, 2 been, - being, = did,
= do/does, = had, = have, » was/were
EL B4R - more, - than
FE4 - it E—&R M) > will B RHFDFB=HKH5) > had,
- was/were, = would
%15 - and, @ but, 2 if, > or, 2 50, & then
BR3Eid - a/an, = all, - any, & more, » most, = much; (FiHE#)
= my, - no, = one, > other, » some, - that, > the, - this
EBIRICIE 9 and, 23 so, = then, > well
HB¥m 7 > going, » will
FRAITE > will  RRSERE > will
FERX > to'
EREZA > am/is/are, 3 be, > seem
i25=hi8 - can, > could, = may, = might, -» need, & should,
- used, - will, » would
ZL5E = never, 5 no, < not
218 (it & 413) > been; (B Si8) - being, going
#EhiER > by
— R ER PR BEZ > am/is/are
— 5T EHBRNES > was/were
DEMTTH M NEZ > being
BREFTREHEDIEE > been

vi



& #1TH > was/were

it-%5ERLEY - had

WX FERAITH - had

— 8 xb > did

5518018 > at, » back, > by, 3 come, 3 do, > for, » get, > give,

- go, - in, » keep, = let, » look, » make, = on, = put, - see,
- start, » stop, > take, - tell, » think, - up, = with, & work
4vi8 = at, » by, - for, » in, = of, - on, - than, = to’, 2 up, = with
BEHITH > am/is/are, - still
I EFERET = have, 2 just, & never
ST #1TH > been, - have
~ B ZE R > do/does
f£id - all, & any, - it,  more, 2 most, > much, - one, - other, - some, = that,
= this, = you
f6)4) = am/is/are, = did, - do/does, = had, - have, -> how,
- was/were, = what, & when, > who, 2 why
{alEig) 8 = how, > what, » when, 3 who, » why
&6 4] - what, > who
FiF 64 > what, > who
%% M%) > that, » who
S 1F > ask, - say, = tell, = that
BWE > most
il Es > am/is/are, - be, » been, - being, - did, » do/does,

- had, = have, = was/were



AiER (Glossary)

adjective F£ &7

f&short, redsiexcitingz 26/913, #HRA. DHBEHHNMR,

adverb Fi7]
slowly, well, thereFZ¥MiF, EBRBEHRENHR. oM E,
adverbial JXiE
ERBY TRRANASREE, KIET U2 Rvery slowlyiXHHEIEEE, o
IUZ&in the corneriX R MEAEIE, HE 2 Ryesterday afternooniXHFHYH
1R5EiE,
auxiliary verb BhZhif]
f%do, had, wasz¥HiE, LHREIERT (want, play¥ ) M &FhEt
. ERMaamgsfEEsEa.
bare infinitive AiEtol I A ED
AEXMBEZBto, Wit helped me decideiX YL,
clause 4+ H)

SAHFN—EE, AR FEUERATELEM. [ was working at homel,
[writing the report [my boss had asked for], [when the phone rangl.

collocation £
iﬁl'—iiﬁifﬁlzﬂﬁﬁgﬁiﬂﬁ?ﬁ, #0take a bread, short hair8{get on with,
conjunction %17
ffiand, but, which, soiX£EE9iE, ZFETPE. FEHEE,
countable noun T £ 47
EES¥EEAMELEEANEIE, oTMBRAERH/anFEIEER: acar,
three cars,
determiner fRE 7]

fthe, some, my, many, noF o] MNFERIFEIEZHIAIE: the black
taxi, my many friends,

discourse marker iFiEFRIZIE
f&well, anyway, so, howeverz£fyid, BERE—MERI SN
3, REFBEEZE%RE: It was not a very good hotel. Still, it was
cheap.

idiom I)iE
—MFEFARRE, HEERREBTHRENETLENFTERR: outof
the blue (=unexpectedly SE& S b); take after (=resemblef§).

viii



if-clause if 434
WifFF ke, ERTREMNSRENFZRS, huligEta, >if

-ing -ing 544
l-ingZE R A8, fAwalkingSiseeing, TR (1) MENHARZE, thiy
HIES1E am walking, (2 ) RBIF—HFAEFRLEHEFNMENEE: |
like walking. - | look forward to seeing you.

irregular verb 3N 517
2 [ regular verb ¥MIzYiE,

lexical verb 3¢ X ZhiF]
BEdEBianiath AR {EAEHEN —2£5hiE, Amake, understand, arrive ¥, 1
i EESHE,

linking verb % % BhiF]
fRbes seemXFMFNTE, EEFME, RUESHXIIENER: Sheis

a laboratory technician. « It seemed like a good idea.
main verb F Ezhif)]
=lexical verb 3L M &)
modal verb 1755015
ﬁcan may, should, must FZKMENE, ARFRTREME. BRI &
W, woFEEF, BENENEREY TEEE.
noun Zig
f®bus, driver, journey, fare, request ¥ %M, TIABEREEZER
He TR RIE,
noun phrase (NP) Zif$EiE
BE S — E SRR TRGE, HEAESTE: lastnight-
your old car « | - those big red London buses.
object Ei&
RiAMEER, EZMNFMERNITAREAZESA ; | caught the bus. - 1 paid
the driver (=indirect object|g]#£ 3 1E) the fare (=direct object H £ R iE).
particle /\gaid
EREN A SRR RN AW M8 Getup. < 1looked for the keys. F5F,
past participle i3 47
FA R AR AR 3N 78 52 AL B B 1B /Ehiae X, 0. | have worked. - The letter
was written. FL11 g F 438 RL-(e)dE R
phrasal verb 43iE zhid]
FEAMNSENEE, EERFIENER (S Nidiom 33k ) , W: got
up at ten. » Does he take after his Dad?

ix



possessive F G &
BREEN—F, Wmy, your, their &, RTFTEXR,

preposition 41
f&in, on, behind, in front of X#REHEE, EE KT, H
SR RiFSEIT: in the garden - on Sunday - behind the times,

pronoun {tig]
% she, me, it, you FZ 515, TNUARKRBEAZT NI FHTEIRE.

regular verb 11 zhi7
% work, live ¥z X MgEhE, HEZERNMNGHSEFBIERH to NFAER
IS -(e)d ¥R : worked, lived F%, FRMEHIE A EIEX KA,

set phrase EEEiE
—MEENRE, SE— 1 BEKR, MALEBEHZEBIESIERKRC

i®&: How are you? . So, to cut a long story short,...

subject ¥ iE
ZiFEE, ¥HETENEE, ZROFHEEEIIERRTAME: Icaught

the bus. The bus was crowded.

that-clause that 9 fj]
A that FF3kp99r4, L¥ ARSI SaFHIEIE: | was told that he was busy.
that 2F ] (&R | was told he was busy. > that

to-infinitive FHto I A ER

RERR. R, ARFTANENEER, MASEEA to: ‘Tobeornot
tobe.” 2 1o’

uncountable noun T #{2i7)
EFIT#n4&iE, BIEEEHEER, BRERERERE o/an FEIFH

J5 T : some bread - a lot of noise,

utterance g%

R —BiE, B—1 =& MA. 88, Sa5liaTEmK.

verb zhid]
& worked, has, costs, takes off X##§i5, RRFEAR X B 224l B
JrL]a SUbJECt Iﬁ )o

wh-clause wh- 43-f] :
M wh- B LA9 4] | liked what | saw.

wh-word wh- 1] ($5%%EE|9117])
% where, when, who ] how IXFH9EE()1T,



102
106
110
114
118
122
126
130
134
138
142
146
150
154
158
162
166

a/an
all
am/is/are
and
any
as
ask
at
back
be
been
being
but
by
can
come
couid
did
do/does
for
get
give
go
going
good
got
had
have/has
how
if

in

it
just
keep
know
fet
like
little
long
look
make
may

170
174
178
182
186
190
194
198
202
206
210
214
218
222
226
230
234
238
242
246
250
254
258
262
266
270
274
278
282
286
290
294
298
302
306
310
314
318
322
326
330
334

mean 338 up
more 342 used
most 346 very
much 350 want

my 354 was/were
need 358 way
never 362 well

no " 366 what
not 370 when
now 374 who

of 378 why

on 382 will

one 386 with

or 390 work
other 394 would
own 398 you
place 402 HER

xi
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a/an

[(RERiE] 58 EEER.

(1) EEXHB| KA ZEH. AnEnglishman, a Scotsman and an Australian
were on a plane ... ~

(2) "RREABRBRZENBHEN— LA Fatima’s a Muslim.

(3) Tz Hikie—2£ZEH: Anoctopus has eight legs.

AR, AEVUBTALMNBENERa, AFTEALABIERE A an,

a plane; a Muslim; a house; a university student
an octopus; an hour; an umbrella; an MA /,em'el/

(Epr Rt

1 RIFMEIE | +is/was |+ a/an [+ K EE
My flatmate is a Swede.
Jane Austen was an English writer.
The kangaroo is a marsupial.

& SIASHBMRAS S, HWRAREHERRY,
2 there | +is/was 5 | + a/an | + BB | +REB)
There is a supermarket next to the station.

There was an immediate reaction.
There was a strange smell in the kitchen.

« ( TEHRE) 5 HFRIEE,
(= there)

3 RAIEIEIE | + has/'s got | + a/an | (+ FEHE ) | + ZIARIE
Milan has a Gothic cathedral,

Jan’s got a nice smile.
Has Vigo got an airport?

s Wk A . APFEY,
4 RIF5EIE | + is/was | + such | + a/an | + BiAEIE

Kevin is such a hard worker,
it’s such a shame.

» BIENREIRANBZ,



BEC

BHIRZ A havea.. F take a.. FFLM “3na + &i@" He, Fa:

have a drink, have a bite (to eat), have a laugh, have/take a look, have a go, have a
talk, have a say, have a try, have a ride, have/take a walk, have/take a resto

Can you take a look at my homework?

We stopped at a roadside café and had a bite to eat.
' had a go on Robin’s new motorbike.

Everyone should have a say in the peace process.

B EEiE

afew/alittle / a lot (of) etc. V¥ / DB / FEZE > little

We had a few friends round for dinner.

There’s a little salad left, if you'd like some.

How much time have we got? ~ A lot.

LB ELH/ VE /I FES,

a kilo/ametre/adozenetc. — T35/ —X/—34T%

Petrol costs 3 euros a litre.

How much are the eggs? ~ £1.50 a dozen.

s Wikth1&.

a coffee / a fruit juice / a Coke etc. —#~ / —3i / —UTUNME / Ryt / TR
Would you like a coffee?

He bought me a tomato juice and ordered a Scotch for himself

« I—WR/ —HR 7 — W R R,

a hundred / a thousand / a millionetc. — & /—F / —B A%
A hundred and twenty people attended the meeting.

There were more than a million viewers.

« one FYIERIFR

ayear/aweek/an houretc. — / —[& / — /K EE

She checks her e-mail three or four times a day.

| go to the gym once a week.

They get paid less than ten dollars an hour.

R EBERENFESER ( XE a/an IERBE every, “5—1" )



853

Q ARALIX TENARIYID XK.

fish bird reptile mammal insect amphibian

Ahorse is & mammal.

Sa " an ow
>
w
>
2
™
e

© EEMFIMNRL TR TEAGT

soldier lawyer mechanic architect cook
teacher waiter doctor taxi-driver

..........

a
b
¢ My brother works in a school. ~Ishe .. ..... ?
d | have my own taxi. ~ Ah, youre .. ....... , are you?
e Jessica is studying medicine. ~ Oh, so she's going to be
f  Eric works with a law firm. ~ He's ,is he?
g
h
g

My cousin's in the army. ~ How long has she been ......... ?
Jack works in a restaurant. ~ Is he
RIEB|E, MHalan TR THEMNETF:
The houses made of . ....... stone survived the earthquake.
Hangon!lvegot......... stone in my shoe.
You'vegot......... egg on your shirt. .
Excuse me, waiter, there's ... ... hair in my soup.
Would you like _........ lemon in your tea?
She's got long fair hair.

..........

.........

..or 2
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