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Abstract

Historical Narrative and History of Narration
A Multiple — Perspective Study of the

Historicity in Byatt’s Possession

This book is a specific study of Possession by A.S. Byatt, a
contemporary British novelist. The present study investigates the
historicity in A. S. Byatt’s Possession from multiple theoretical
perspectives, such as narratology, Bakhtin’s dialogism, archetypal
criticism and feminist criticism. The investigation is carried out both
on the story level and discourse level. This dual investigation aims at
revealing the novel's dual historicity and various kinds of interaction
between the novels rich historical content and diversified methods of
narration. The dual historicity in question has been very much
neglected in existing criticism.

This book contains three parts: introduction, the main body,
and conclusion. The main body consists of four chapters. Chapter 1
explores the historicity in Possession by drawing on narrative
theory. It first proposes to divide the story structure into three
fictitious historical periods,as distinct from previous critics’ division

of two historical periods. It then proceeds, with the relevant
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narratological concepts and models, to an analysis of Byatt’s unique
narrative strategies of fictitious historical narration, covering
narrative levels and rhythms, focalization, and narrative voices. The
investigation emphasizes the point that one of the major features of
Possession is the combination of the historicity of the story and that
of the discourse, and the interaction between these two.

Chapter 2 approaches the novels historicity from the perspective
of intertextuality and dialogism. Through applying Bakhtin’ s
dialogism and Kristeva’s theory of intertextuality in a multiple —
aspect investigation, the present study attempts to reveal the novels
rich intertextuality and the various dialogic relationships, both
apparent and hidden, between the parallel fictitious historical
periods, the mirror characters, previous texts and the present one,
as well as between the various types of narrative forms. The
investigation aims at further showing the rich historicity both on the
story level and the discourse level. Since the analysis centers on the
diachronic dialogues involving different fictitious historical periods,
it forms a contrast with the usual focus on synchronic dialogues in
academia.

Chapter 3 offers an archetypal reading of the novels historicity.
By combining archetypal criticism with narrative theory, it explores
the numerous mythic archetypes implicit in, or embodied by, the
novel’ s themes, characters, plots and structures, revealing the
various features Byatt's Possession shares with the common practices
of narrative literature. The investigation offers a particularly clear
view of the cyclical nature of human history and the continuity of
literary tradition that Possession represents or embodies: Previous

critics have noticed the mythic stories and fairy tales inserted into
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the novel, but failed to figure out many hidden archetypes in various
aspects, thus missing the important functions of archetypes in the
novel’s thematic structures and contrastive value schemes.

Chapter 4 explores the novels historicity from the perspective of
feminism. It is argued that Byatt’s feminist perspective is strongly
marked by historicity, or in other words, that Possession is marked
by the mingling of feminist consciousness and historical
consciousness. With this dual awareness, this chapter undertakes a
feminist-historical investigation of the novel’s various images of
female existence, revealing their rich feminist — historical
implications, shedding light on Byatt’s historical reflections on
female existence, and commenting on her implicit responses to
feminist theory. The investigation forms an attempt to catch the
depth and uniqueness of Byatts narration of female history.

The detailed in — depth study of the historicity in Byatt’s
Possession from the four different perspectives enables us to see the
uniqueness and richness of the work’s historicity, and to penetrate
into numerous implications and inner connections which have been
neglected in existing criticism. The study shows that we can better
explain the internal connections between the rich historical content
and diversified narrative forms of the novel by grasping its dual —
historicity. Therefore we can see more clearly Byatt’s inheritance of
the narrative tradition and her creative development of traditional
elements. Moreover, by grasping the novel's three — period historical
structure, we can gain a better and fuller view of the text as a
symbolic structure with deep connotations and ironic implications,
and understand more comprehensively and thoroughly the

interactions and organic connections between the novel’'s keen sense
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of reality, profound historical consciousness, and its universal
significance. The conclusion of the present study offers a further
discussion of Byatt’s inheritance of the narrative tradition and

comments on its significance for contemporary narrative art.

Key words: Byatt’s Possession ; dual — historicity; three —

period historical structure; multiple — perspective investigation
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