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Part One:
Poetry Apprecnatlon

Chapter One:
Poetry of British Literature

1.1 Sonnet 18

Introduction of the author

Shakespeare, William (1564 — 1616), “the Bard of Avon”, was an
English poet and playwright who wrote the famous 154 Sonnets and 38
plays, which include comedy, tragedy and historical plays.

His greatest tragedy refers to Hamlet (1601), Othello (1604),
Macbeth(1606) and King Lear (1605) . The greatest comedy include
The Merchant of Venice (1596), Twelfth Night (1600) and As You
Like It (1599) etc. His well-known historical plays are: Henry IV
(1590 - 1591) and Richard III (1593) etc. Taken individually, sever-
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al of them are among the world’ s finest written works; taken collective-
ly, they establish Shakespeare as the foremost literary talent of his own
Elizabethan Age, and even more impressively, as a genius whose cre-
ative achievement has never been surpassed in any age.

Sonnet 18

Shall 1 compare thee to a summer’s day?

Thou art more lovely and more temperate:

Rough winds do shake' the darling buds’ of May,

And summer’ s lease® hath all too short a date:

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shinés,

And often is his gold complexion dimm’d;

And every fair from fair sometime declines,

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimm’ d;
" But thy eternal summer shall not fade

Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest;

Nor shall Death brag thou wandes’st in his shade,

When in eternal lines to time thou growest:

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,

So long lives this and this gives life to thee.

Notes: |
1.shake: &% (to shake leaves from a tree: EN“‘I‘MWL%
%)
2.lease: FELEH)—BIB}E (a lease of life: ﬁfﬁ) jC‘F‘?EE
K FELE B [E]
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3.the eye of heaven: A FH
Questions for Study

1.What makes the poet. think that “thou”. can be more beautiful
than summer and immortal?

2. How does the speaker use natural imagery to create a picture of
the young man’s beauty? . ‘

3.In the sonnet there is some old English.Can you find. them out
and change them into modern English?

Website: http: //www . willshakespeare . com
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1.2 Holy Sonnet 10

Introduction of the poet

Donne, John (1572 — 1631) is the leading figure of the 17th. century
“metaphysical school”. He was bom in Roman Catholic family. He
studied theology, medicine, law and classic literature in Oxford and
Cambridge University. In 1598 he was appointed as the personal secre-
tary by Sir Eagleton. In 1601 he got married to the niece of Mrs. Eagle-
ton secretly, and becausedsﬁnshe was put into prison and lost his
job. IS .
I-hspoemsfocusmlimramdmhgmn Thelanguagemhls poems
is colloquial and there is conceit which i m called distinctive metaphor.
And his poems also give & more mhemmly theatrical impression by ex-
hibiting a seemingly unfoemml dlmslty of mp&nences and attitudes, a
free range of feelings and rm@;—% mode wdynarmc rather than stat-
ic, with ingenuity of speech - vividres ‘of fmagery and vitality of
rhythms, which show a notable confrast 6" the other Elizabethan lyric
poems, which are pure, serene, tuneful and smooth running. The most
striking feature of Donne’ s poetry is precisely its tang(sharp taste) of
reality, in the sense that it seems to reflect life in a real rather than a
poetical world. His famous collection of poems is -Holy Sonnets and
Songs and Sonnets . Holy Sonnet 10 is included in Holy Sonnets .
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Holy Sonnet 10

Death, be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadfisl,for thow ast net 03

For those whom thw tlunk st tlmuinst mthmw
Die not, poor deaﬁl, nor yet canst thmg..kﬂl me.
From rest and sle@s, il yet thy. pichi ‘j", be,

»~ _—

Much pleasure, then»%lhee much " gy must flow
And soonest our mmﬁ thee. @'Q,
Restoftheubonw‘nudsnﬂag':;f i
Thou art 'slave to fill@; B

And dost with poison wa? I sickness

And poppy® or charms can make us sleep as we]l
And better than thy stroke; why swell’st thou then ?
One short sleep past, .we wake etemally,

And death shall be ne more; death, thou shalt* die.

Notes:

1. delivery: JF o1&t , 4 X RMH
2. dwell :4¥ , 77 7E

3. poppy: BR

4 .shalt: shall

Questions for Study

1.To whom is the narrator speaking in this poem?
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2. What is the main point Donne is trying to express about how he
feels about death? .
3. What attitude can we form by leaming from it ?
Website: http: //www . cnpoet. com
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1.3 The Tyger

Introduction of the poet

Blake, William (1757 — 1827) was an English artist, mystic and poet
who wrote Songs of Innocence (1789) .1t is a poetry collection written
from the child’ s point of view and it’s full of innocent wonderment and
spontaneity in natural settings. It includes Little Boy Lost, Little Boy
Found and The Lamb . Another collection of pocms is Songs of Experi-
ence (1794).

Tyger! Tyger! buming bright. . .

In the forests of the night

What immortal' hand or eye o
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?? o
In what distant deeps or skies

Burnt the fire of thine eyes?

On what wings ‘dare’ he -aspire®?.

What the hand dare seize the fire?

And what shoulder, and what-art, '
Could twist the sinews* of thy heart?
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And when thy heart began to beat,
What dread hand? and what dread feet?

‘What the hammer? what the chain?
In what furnace was thy brain?
What the anvil’? what dread grasp
Dare its deadly terrors clasp®?

" When the stars threw down their spears,
And watered heaven with their tears,
Did he smile his work to see?

Did he who made the lamb make thee?

Tyger! Tyger! bm'nmg bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye

Dare frame thy fearful symmetry? i

Notes:

1.immortal: ANF5HY 2.symmetry: 5JFR 3. aspire: JBR
4 .sinews: i 5.anvil: €04 6.clasp: EE

Questions for Study
1. What do the language and rhythm of the poem suggest about the
significance of the tiger and the nature of its creator?
2.What does the tiger symbolize in the poem?




