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PREFACE

The globalization of economy, the internationalization of education, and the profound
evolution of science and technology urge maritime universities to bear greater
responsibilities, including renewing the knowledge, upgrading the qualified maritime
talents with creative capabilities, and discovering the unknown facts for applied
maritime technology through scientific research. Against this background, Dalian
Maritime University (DMU) initiated the First International Maritime University
Presidents Forum (IMUPF).

Rectors/Presidents from 14 international maritime institutions attended the first
IMUPE, including the World Maritime University, Maine Maritime Academy,
Australian Maritime College, Kobe University of Mercantile Marine, Arab Academy
for Science, Technology and Transport, Maritime State University of Russia and so
on. They delivered keynote addresses in a wide range of topics of common concern,
such as education, scientific research, and future outlook and development strategies
of maritime universities. On the closing of this Forum, IMUPF Declaration was
solemnly adopted:

(1) This Forum provides a unique opportunity for the presidents of maritime
universities to share common views, exchange different opinions, discuss issues
for better resolution, plan a multi-lateral development scheme, seek and build up
broader cooperation network among the universities. It is necessary for leaders of
leading maritime universities and academies worldwide to meet periodically and

discuss latest issues of maritime education and training,
(2) IMUPF will continue to focus on the issues of:

» program improvements of maritime universities;
» the leadership and management of maritime universities;

» the future outlook of maritime universities;



> scientific research by maritime universities.

During the Forum, presidents also attended the S0% Anniversary Celebrations of
DMU, and visited teaching facilities, which created deep impression on them. They
spoke highly of the good quality of facilities and students’ high spirits. Their
favorable comments encouraged the entire faculty and students to continue to make
- efforts to build DMU into a leading maritime university in the world.

We have compiled and published all the documents and papers presented in the first
IMUPF in both English and Chinese, to share the views with other maritime

universities.

kv
Prof. Wu Zhaolin
President of Dalian Maritime University
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Opening Address

By Prof. Wu Zhaolin
President, Dalian Maritime University, Dalian China

Distinguished Minister, ladies and gentlemen,

At such a good time of early autumn, presidents of reputable maritime universities
from 11 countries across the world gather together here at Dalian Maritime
University, to exchange ideas and discuss issues on the construction and
development of maritime universities. As the initiator and host of the 1st International
Maritime University Presidents’ Forum, on behalf of Dalian Maritime University and
in the name of myself, I extend warm welcome to the presidents from across the
world.

With the rapid development of economic globalization, there are more and more
frequent cooperation and exchanges among different countries and peoples, and
international cooperation and exchanges in maritime industry and higher maritime
education are being constantly strengthened and deepened. The purpose of our
university’s initiating and hosting the 1st International Maritime University
Presidents’ Forum is to create an opportunity for the top leaders of world-famous
maritime universities to carry out exchanges, through which we draw inspiration and
lessons from each other, enhance our friendship and strive for further development.
Our university will treasure this opportunity, learn from the experience of
construction and development of other world-famous maritime universities and
institutions, find out our shortcomings, and exert every effort to achieve the goal of
building our university into a first-rate maritime university in the would. This
morning, you have visited and inspected our university; we sincerely hope that you
can give us some advice and suggestions to our education and research system,
especially to our striving for the target of building a first-class maritime university.
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Your participation in the 1st International Maritime University Presidents’ Forum has
laid a concrete foundation for the success of the Forum. I take this opportunity to
express my heartfelt gratitude to all of you.

How to adapt ourselves to the development of the world and our own countries and
run our universities better, is the key issue for the presidents of maritime universities.
It is of great significance that we, through this Forum, give overall consideration to
the current world situation and maritime education in our own countries from the
presidents’ viewpoint, exchange and learn from others’ experience according to our
own characteristics. The reason why we call this International Maritime University
Presidents’ Forum the first one is that we hope the Forum will continue to be held
and become better and better. Therefore, we suggest, we pool the collective wisdom
and reach consensus.

Next year will be the 95th anniversary of the establishment of our university, and we
would like to host such a forum again. Of course, we welcome presidents of maritime
universities worldwide to participate in our 95th anniversary. As the host of the
Forum, our university will exert our utmost to arrange the meeting and provide you
every convenience.

I'wish the Forum a success and wish all of you have a wonderful time here.

Thank you.
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Have a good time in Dalian!

Thank you!
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Address at IMUPF Opening Session

By Mr. Weng Mengyong,
Vice Minister, Ministry of Communications, PRC, Beijing, China

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good afternoon! Today, presidents of maritime institutions from eleven countries
gathered here at Dalian Maritime University to discuss issues about current
international maritime education and the development of maritime institutions. This
is very meaningful. At the outset, please allow me to extend warm congratulations,
on behalf of the Chinese Ministry of Communications, to the holding of the first
International Maritime University Presidents’ Forum and a hearty felt welcome to the
presidents from various maritime institutions.

As we all know, along with the advances of modem science and technology, the
integration of the world’s economy is speeding up, which has stimulated the
flourishing of international trade, and in turn the booming of international shipping.
This has raised fresh and higher demands for maritime education, which partly
underlies the development of one of the shipping industry.

As the biggest developing countries in the world, China has been enjoying, since its
reform and opening-up, continuous and stable economic development and
ever-expanding foreign trade. By the end of 2002, China’s foreign trade in mainland
alone has amounted to 6208,000 million dollars, ranking the fifth in the world.
Eighty-five percent of the shipping involved in it, of course, has been shipping.
Currently, Mainland China possesses 2,500 ocean going shipping vessels, and the
total tonnage of its ocean-going fleet now ranks the fifth in the world. To operate and
manage such a large number of vessels requires legions of competent maritime
professionals. And it is Chinese maritime institutions that have trained and cultivated
these people.
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After decades of efforts, China now has a fairly complete system of, and rich
resources for, maritime education. In addition, because of the intrinsic internationality
of international shipping, China began rather long ago to bring its maritime education
in line with international practices and standards. Now quality management systems
are widely established in Chinese maritime institutions in accordance with the
requirements of STCW 78/95, and they have been helping supply thousands of
competent professionals each year for the shipping industry.

'To meet the urgent demands for maritime professionals by the shipping industry, it is
desirable, in my opinion, that there are constant innovations and progresses in
maritime education, so that we will have safer shipping and cleaner ocean
environment.

Development is the eternal theme of maritime education world wide, and therefore
our concerted efforts will inevitably benefit the whole world. Today, you, respectable
presidents of different maritime institutions, are setting a good example and
beginning of cooperative endeavors by exchanging your experiences, ideas and
strategies for the improvement of maritime education. One- thousand years ago, a
famed Chinese poet said: “we must have a broader perspective if we are to see far”.
And that is what we are doing today —broadening our perspectives.

In the end, I wish the first International Maritime University Presidents’ Forum a
success, and wish all our guests a good health, and a nice stay in Dalian.
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Karl Laubstein
(President of World Maritime University)

Kan Laubstein became President of the World
Maritime University (WMU) in 1996. WMU was
established by and is operating under the auspices of
the Intemational Maritime Organization (IMO).

Karl Laubstein has over 30 years of professional experience in maritime
transportation, govemment service and higher education. Before immigrating to Canada
he sailed as ship’ officer in the West German merchant marine. After the completion of
his university studies in Canada he taught at universities in Canada and Africa, and
afterwards served for some twenty years in the Govemment of Canada.

Karl Laubstein held a succession of senior management positions in the Canadian
Govemment dealing with ocean management and policy. He served at the Treasury
Board, the Privy Council Office (the executive office of the Canadian Prime Minister), and
the Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans where he ended his government career as
Director-General for Fisheries Operations and Industry Renewal.

Karl Laubstein studied Economics and Political Science, holding a Ph.D. and an M.A.
degree from the University of Toronto and a B.A. (Hons) from Carleton University in
Ottawa, Canada. He also holds a nautical diploma from Bremen Nautical School.

Karl Laubstein is married to Ann Stuart of Shawinigan, Ouebec, who is a Professor
of Linguistics at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada. They have two sons.

IR - FHiEHEE
(HFREFERERI)
FR - FHEEET 1996 RIFEREFLAPREK, SRGAGFEFHL (IMO)

B ERART T BT, RAEFHE, BURRIIASERTBA 30 359 ITHEH . BE,
AEXAT, WGP TR T LARAABL—IR, EmERKPELE, ELGE
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World Maritime University (WMU)

The World Maritime University (WMU), located in Malmo, Sweden, was established by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) in 1983, in furtherance of the purposes and objectives
of IMO. The mandate of WMU is (a) to provide advanced maritime education and training for
shore-based senior maritime personnel dealing with maritime safety, marine environmental
protection and the efficiency of maritime transportation; (b) to promote the development of global
standards in maritime transportation; and (c) to facilitate capacity building in, and the transfer of
technology to, developing countries.

The academic program and services of WMU consist of the following: (1) a postgraduate degree
program in a number of areas of maritime affairs (maritime safety, administration, law, marine
environmental protection, MET and port and shipping management) leading to the award of a
Postgraduate Diploma, Master of Science or Ph.D; (2) short-term non-degree Professional
Development Courses (PDCs) offered in Malm and in other locations around the world; and (3)
research and consultancy services.

WMU, which is governed by an international Board of Govemors and accountable to the
Secretary-General and Council of IMO, has a multi-national staff and student body. Currently it
has a total resident staff of 50, including a faculty of 25 whose work is complemented by the
short-term services of about 100 visiting professors from around the world. The total annual
student population is about 500, of whom about 200 are full-ime students enrolled in the
postgraduate degree program and 300 are part-time students in the PDC program.

WMU, despite its UN status and institutional tie to IMO, receives no recurrent funding from the
UN system. Its operations are financed by voluntary contributions from a select group of external
donors, student tuition and fellowship fees, and revenues from the University’s research and
consultancy services.



