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CHAPTER I PRISON

UNIT 1 INTRODUCTION

No love is foul, nor prison fair.
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UNIT 1 INTRODUCTION

TEXT’

Prison, institution designed to securely house people who have been convicted of
crimes. These individuals, known as prisoners or inmates, are kept in continuous
custody on a long-term basis. Individuals who commit the most serious crimes are
sent to prison for one or more years; the more serious the offense, the longer the
prison term imposed. For certain crimes, such as murder, offenders may be sentenced
to prison for the remainder of their lifetime.

When individuals are accused of violating criminal law, they are tried in a court
and either convicted (found guilty) or acquitted (found not guilty). A person who is
convicted is then sentenced—that is, assigned a specific punishment. The sentence
may involve fines, probation (supervised release), or incarceration (confinement).
Judges may sentence first-time offenders to probation instead of incarceration.
Offenders convicted of more serious crimes and those who have prior criminal
records may be sentenced to incarceration in either a jail or a prison, depending on
the nature of the crime.

Prisons are also called penitentiaries. The word penitentiary was coined in the
late 1700s because certain groups believed that through solitary religious study of
the Bible, prisoners would become penitent (remorseful) and reform their behavior.
The study of theories and practices of punishment is called penology.

Although prison structures existed in ancient civilizations, the widespread
use of long-term confinement as a form of criminal punishment began only in the
15th century. Today every industrialized nation has prisons, and the role of prisons
throughout the world is to punish criminals by restricting their freedom. In most
countries, governments construct and operate prison systems. However, several

countries, including the United States, also authorize private corporations to build

2. Excerpted from Microsoft ® Encarta ® 2007. © 1993-2006 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
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and run prisons under contract for the government.

Prisons differ from jails *. Jails are facilities operated by local authorities
and used to confine adult criminal offenders who receive short-term sentences
(in the United States, sentences of less than one year). In addition, jails are used
to temporarily house individuals awaiting, trial, witnesses in protective custody,
offenders charged with crimes in other jurisdictions, probation and parole violators,

and juveniles awaiting transfer to juvenile facilities.
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Inside a Maximum-Security Prison

Several tiers of inmates in this round cell block at Stateville Prison near Joliet, Illinois, are easily visible
from the guard tower in the middle. The “building in the round” style of prison housing unit is no longer
popular in the United States.(Pierre Perrin/Liaison Agency)

Prisons also differ from jails in ways besides the duration of confinement.

Prisons have a distinctive inmate culture and jargon, whereas most jail populations

3. Alocal government’s detention center where persons awaiting trial or those convicted of misdemeanors
are confined.(BLACK LAW DICTIONARY, EIGHT EDITON, P851).
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