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Studying Abroad

Learning Objectives

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

M talk about studying abroad;

M ask for and give your opinions on studying abroad;
M give a presentation on this topic.

Unit Contents

Section A Listening
Section B Reading
Section C  Speaking
Section D Glossary
Section E Practice
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1. Pre-listening Discussion

1) Have you ever considered studying abroad? Why or why
not?

2) What do you think are the main benefits you can reap from
overseas study? ;

3)Do you think the present trend of going abroad will
contribute positively to our country?

2. Listening Task 1

Listen to the passage and try to write down each reason for studying abroad. The first

reason has been given as an example.

Reasons for Studying Abroad

1. It is the optimal way to learn a language. 6.

2 7.

3 8.

4. J 9.

5 10.
3. Listening Task 2

Listen to a conversation between Mr. Johnson and Li Ping and try to answer the following

questions.

(1) Why does Mr. Johnson say that he finds this craze for going abroad a bit incomprehensible?
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(2) Which countries took in Chinese students in the early days of liberation?

(3) Does the government still send students to study abroad?

(4) Why does Mr. Johnson think that there is an overzealous tendency among young people
today to leave the country?

(5) What do our students studying abroad find now?

ﬁ@a((ﬂoﬂg

Passage 1

Why the U.S. Senate Thinks Study Abroad Is a Good Idea

In recognition of the long-term national benefits of sending American students abroad,
the U.S. Senate issued a resolution designating 2006 as the Year of Study Abroad to raise
awareness and to help increase the number of U.S. students studying abroad. The resolution
itself lists the 13 reasons why broad-based support of study abroad programs is important and
necessary on a national level.

1. Ensuring that the citizens of the United States are globally literate is the responsibility
of the educational system of the United States.

2. Educating students internationally is an important way to share the values of the
United States, to create goodwill for the United States around the world, to work toward a
peaceful global society, and to increase international trade.

3. 79% of the people in the United States agree that students should have a study
abroad experience sometime during college, but only 1% of students from the United States
currently study abroad each year.

4. Study abroad programs help people from the United States to be more informed about

the world and to develop the cultural awareness necessary to avoid offending individuals
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from other countries.

5. 87% of the students in the United States between the ages of 18 and 24 cannot locate
Iraq on a world map, 83% cannot find Afghanistan, 58% cannot find Japan, and 11% cannot
even find the United States.

6. Studying abroad exposes students from the United States to valuable global knowledge
and cultural understanding and forms an integral part of their education.

7. The security, stability, and economic vitality of the United States in an increasingly
complex global age depend largely upon having a globally competent citizenry and the
availability of experts specializing in world regions, foreign languages, and international
affairs.

8. Federal agencies, educational institutions, and corporations in the United States are
suffering from a shortage of professionals with international knowledge and foreign language
skills.

9. Institutions of higher education in the United States are struggling to graduate enough
students with the language skills and cultural competence necessary to meet the current
demands of business, government, and educational institutions.

10. Studying abroad influences subsequent educational experiences, decisions to expand
or change academic majors, and decisions to attend graduate school.

11. Some of the core values and skills of higher education are enhanced by participation
in study abroad programs.

12. Study abroad programs not only open doors to foreign language learning, but also
empower students to better understand themselves and others through a comparison of
cultural values and ways of life.

13. Study abroad programs for students from the United States can provide specialized
training and practical experiences not available at institutions in the United States.

Officials in the federal government are becoming increasingly cognizant of the dire need
for citizens who possess the skills to communicate, negotiate, and do business in diverse

regions of the world. This Senate Resolution is one in an increasing

number of initiatives to train Americans to cope successfully with the
globalization, migration, increasing economic interdependence,

communication, and travel that are increasingly bringing cultures into

ever closer contact with one another.
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Passage 2

Why Study Abroad?
—A Way to Gain Critical Career Advantage

What’s your dream? Touring castles in Scotland? Walking on the Great Wall of China?
If you’re thinking of studying abroad, there’s no end to the places you can go, things you can
see, and subjects you can study. At many top schools, over a third of the junior classes take
the opportunity to complete part of their education outside of the United States. Even if your
school doesn’t have an extensive study abroad program, you can often get credit from a
different school.

Multiple benefits accrue to those who spend significant time in another country, and a
significant proportion of students see the experience as an important part of their college
years. You’re likely to have fun. But if you’re also thinking about study abroad as a way to
gain a critical career advantage, read on. You'll find that all foreign experiences are not
created equal in the minds of employers.

Employers are looking for graduates who can communicate well with others, both in
person and in writing. They know the importance of cross-cultural understanding and an
appreciation for different points of view. They gravitate toward students who demonstrate
maturity, initiative, and creativity. All of these assets can be demonstrated through study
abroad, but it’s going to be much harder to set yourself apart if you’ve taken the easy route.

It’s not hard to find the “easy route”: that’s the one where you go with your friends to
another country; all the arrangements are made for you by the school—including the
American- style apartment where you live with your classmates. In this scenario, it doesn’t
matter which country you go to because all your classes will be in English, and possibly even
taught by your American professors. You’ll undoubtedly have a somewhat different
experience, but to do the “easy route” is to forego some of the major advantages of your time
away.

Consider these ways of standing out from the applicant crowd and finding your “hook.”

Study in the language of the country wherever possible, even though it makes for a
tough first few weeks. (That’s assuming the native language of the country isn’t English!)
You’ll smile when your potential employer realizes you really can conduct an interview in
fluent Spanish.

Live with a family rather than with fellow Americans. You’ll start to understand the
nuances of culture and how things work.

Select courses that take advantage of your study abroad location, such as Art History in
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Florence, or a study of lemurs in their natural habitat of Madagascar. _

Seize the opportunity to do an internship, volunteer assignment, or work in the place
you’re studying abroad. You’ll get a completely different view of the country if you work
with the local community. It may also make you want to go back after college.

Experience things you’ve never done before, like joining a family for a religious
celebration, or bargaining for a carpet in a souk in Morocco. Not every experience is a good
one, but a certain level of discomfort or failure can make you more resilient.

Explore, explore, explore. Make your own arrangements. Take trains and buses. Get off
the beaten path. Find villages that are not on any tourist map. Talk to the local people in their
own language—however bad your pronunciation. Study abroad can be a welcome relief from
the rest of your studies, or it can be the most formative experience of a lifetime. It can be just
one more item on the resume, or it can provide the most colorful
examples in your interview. If you take a few calculated risks, plan
in advance, and take advantage of all study abroad has to offer, you

will become that “memorable candidate”—the one who truly gets

the employer’s attention. In the process, you will have developed

skills and attitudes that will stay with you for a lifetime.

Spe&/ﬁ’jngg

Conversation 1

David Zhou is now talking with his former classmate Peter Jiang about studying abroad.

Zhou: Hi, Peter. It’s a long time since we left the university. I heard you’ll go abroad for
further study. Really?

Jiang:  Yes, I'm expecting to go abroad to pursue my studies. I have passed IELTS and got
my target score. Now I'm waiting for my visa.

Zhou:  Congratulations! It sounds very nice. Are you studying for your master’s degree?

Jiang:  Definitely. You know, it seems easier to obtain a master’s degree in the Western
countries. It will take you only a year and a half to complete the study there, while,

in China, it will take you three whole years at present. So if you go overseas, more
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Zhou:

Jiang:
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Jiang:

Zhou:

Jiang:
Zhou:
Jiang:

Zhou:

Jiang:
Zhou:

than a year’s time can be saved. What’s more, there is no direct entrance
examination as in China, so long as you can provide evidence about the credits in
your undergraduate study.

That’s pretty good. In China, nowadays, millions of students are striving to pass the
entrance examination for postgraduate study. But the lucky ones who pass it are
few. The competition is really very fierce.

That’s true. That’s why I want to study abroad. But it is still difficult to obtain a
master or doctor’s degree in the West.

What are the difficulties?

You know, the education system between China and the West is rather different.
The Chinese entrance examination is very strict. If you fail, then you will lose the
chance. But if you can’'pass it, generally speaking, you can get your higher degree.
However, in the Western countries, the final examination process is a more difficult
one. If you fail to pass it or you can’t pass the thesis defense, your graduation time
will be delayed. Perhaps you can’t get your degree.

Oh, that means it’s not so easy to obtain degrees in the Western countries. But
anyway I believe your English will be much improved abroad.

I hope so. Another reason I want to go abroad is to practice my spoken English.
You know, when I study in an English speaking country, I will be forced to speak
English every time and everywhere. Hopefully, when I come back, I can speak the
language very fluently.

That’s a good idea. You can improve English very well in the whole English
atmosphere—you’ll have to use English to bargain with people at the market, won’t
you? I think I will not be able to distinguish your English from a native speaker’s.

I hope so. But I still worry about my future job.

Why? I think it will be easy for you to find a good job after you come back.

I don’t think so. Recently I heard that many “sea turtles” can’t find good jobs in
China. Have you heard about it?

Well, yes. But I still don’t believe it. Perhaps it’s true that many students who have
studied abroad can’t find jobs. But I think there are two reasons. First, their majors
are too common in China now, but the demand is limited. Students going abroad
usually choose information technology or business management as their majors,
but now China has more students majoring in these fields. Second, they have a high
expectation about their salaries. So I think if they are prepared to lower their
demands, it will be much easier for their job-hunting.

What you said sounds reasonable. I will consider it carefully before I go abroad.

I just suggest you choose a good major and a famous university.
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Conversation 2

Harry Brown, a foreigner, is interviewing Miss Wang, a Chinese college student, about
Chinese students going abroad.

Brown: Can you tell me why so many Chinese students flock to foreign countries?

Wang: As far as [ know, since late 1970s and early 1980s, Chinese intellectuals have been
in the stream of going abroad. Many students join the recent rush abroad. Among
them, some want to seek a comfortable life, some choose to live abroad just
because they can’t bring their talents into full play in the homeland. Most students
go abroad mainly to get further study in order to keep up with rapid development
of science. And they want to get a higher degree and a better career later. In
addition, they want to learn different cultures in the world.

Brown: Are you going to go abroad? And how will you fund a postgraduate degree at a
foreign university?

Wang: Yes. I hope to study abroad as soon as possible. But my parents don’t care much
about that. They prefer me to get a job after my graduation and live with them, but
I like to be independent and do things in my own way. I will either need some kind
of scholarship or grant, or I may be able to take a loan for part of my study costs.
As my parents have saved some money for my education, I will be able to pay for
part of my studies but I will also have to try and work part time during my studies.
That means that I will try and pick a university that allows me to work during my
studies.

Brown: What and where do you want to study?

Wang: [ am interested in studying abroad at a university that will give me a degree to help
me in my career. Because China is developing rapidly and is closely linked to
many aspects of the global economy. I think it is important to have some oversea
study experience so that I can work in a company that has interests internationally.
I have looked at colleges in America and Canada, but I am also now looking at
universities in Britain, particularly those that have programs in management and
international business.

Brown: How do you choose a university to study at?

Wang: Well, I look at universities that are famous and that offer the kind of subject that I
am interested in. One of the ways of doing this is to see what universities have

Chinese students and Chinese graduates and see where these students are now
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