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Truth or Lie?

Lipstick on his collar or a whiff of unfamiliar aftershave on her
blouse? Time to reach for the Handy Truster, a portable gadget that
promises to expose a liar on the spot. The palm-sized gadget
developed by 211 Computer Co. samples the timbre in human
speech for signs of faltering then delivers its verdict: An “apple of
truth” appears on the screen indicating how blameless, or how
rotten a liar, your subject is—A whole apple for little George
Washingtons (level 1) and a whittled-away core for the unvarnished
fibber (level 9). “Above all, the Handy Truster is a bit of fun to try
out on friends and colleagues,” says David Han, manager of the
9211 Computer overseas marketing team. “There is no real scientific
evidence to support the principles behind its workings but a lot of
our customers find it interesting and so cute.” However, the makers

claim 84 percent accuracy.
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Virtual Tycoons

They buy all the property they can, try to hoard their leftover
cash while avoiding jail. Just another day in the rough and tumble
real estate market? Thirty-nine players, all national champions, from
38 countries ranging from students and bus drivers to computer
programmers and a horse breeder are taking part in the Monopoly
championships in Toronto, Canada’s financial capital. It’s all for a
chance to win $15,140, as normally mild-mannered people unveil
raw ambition and greed in their quest to crush all opponents by
buying land and charging exorbitant rents that force others into
bankruptcy. Invented in the Depression era by an unemployed
salesman, Monopoly is one of the most popular board games in

the world and has been translated into 26 languages.
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Clone Christ

While Christians believe Jesus Christ will someday return, they
probably don’t think he’ll arrive by way of a petri dish. Yet that’s
exactly what a secretive group called The Second Coming Project is
trying to do: clone Jesus. Members of the group see cloning
technology as a chance to literally bring Christ to the modem age,
find out exactly how divine he is and perhaps work a miracle. “I'm
hoping it will bring world peace,” said a member of the group. The
group hopes a cloned Jesus fetus could be placed in a female
volunteer's womb and then carried to term in a totally immaculate
conception. The birth is tentatively scheduled for Dec. 25, 2001,
and the mother wouldn’t necessarily have to be a virgin. The group
hopes to obtain a small DNA sample from one of the countless
Christian relics that devotees claim include a piece of Jesus” body—
a drop of blood or strand of hair, for example. There are potential
pitfalls, of course. First are the ongoing questions about the
authenticity of holy-relics. Second, there’s the challenge of cloning

from a 2,000-year-old DNA sample.
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‘Marry a Millionaire’ Show Axed After Fix

Germany’s top commercial television channel RTL axed its hit
program “Marry a millionaire” after embarrassing revelations that
the “winners” of the previous program fixed the result. The show
was exposed as a farce when it emerged that the lucky bride chosen
by millionaire Thomas Tepe from a group of 45 candidates was
not only charming and beautiful, but also his current girlfriend. “Of
course, it is rather embarrassing,” said RTL head Gerhard Zeiler. But
he rejected the view that the reputation of RTL had been damaged.
*One show didn’t work out—so what?” he said. The scam was
exposed when viewers telephoned in during the live show to say

that they had seen the pair together on numerous occasions.
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