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ABSTRACT

When mankind is approaching the information age from
the industrial age, information warfare has come to the fore
step by step. At present, great military powers like U. S. are
promoting Revolution in Military Affairs and building informa-
tion armed forces to prepare for the totally new warfare—infor-
mation warfare, In a certain sense, information warfare will
be the main type of war in the future. Qur armed forces are fa-
cing the great challenges of building an information force and
win information warfare. Therefore, operation command,
which is the key factor in the future operations, decides the
success or failure of the battles. In different ages and types of
wars command has different forms and demands, which makes
the research on command in the information warfare to face fu-
ture very important.

Research on command in information warfare needs the
clear understanding of the basic concepts of information, infor-
mationization, information warfare and the features and trends
of information warfare. This paper believes that information is
the reflection of the objective existence and its relevance, func-
tion, development and change. It is a special kind of mes-

sage. Its specialty lies in its unpredictability, elimination of un-




certainty and relevance. Informationization is a process in which
information permeates in all areas of social life and pushes the
society to change from industrial one to an information
one. Information warfare is the product of information age, is a
new type of war in which large quantity of information technolo-
gies and information weaponry is used in land, sea, airspace,
space and electromagnetic environment. Its basic features are:
the information technology is widely used; information weapon-
ry becomes the main power in the war; battle — space is far
reaching and forces are widely dispersed; information distribu-
tion is networked; space dominance and information superiority
are essential in retaining initiatives of the battle field.

Research on command in information warfare needs un-
derstand the process and the reasons for command in informa-
tion warfare. This paper believes that the primitive form of
command in information warfare was first appeared in 80s. Its
underloped formed came into being in Iraq war at the beging
of the 21st century. Afterwords it started the process of develo-
ping and improvement. the main reasons for this are the fol-
lowing: 1. promoted by science and technology based on infor-
mation technology; 2. led by the new types of military opera-
tions; 3. strengthened by the realization of its importance and
theoretic research. 4. contering measures are adopted and im-
plemented. "

Research on command in information warfare needs a
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discussion of command environment in information warfare.
This paper believes that the main features of command envi-
ronment and their impacts on command are as follows ; the im-
pact of land, sea, air on command is relatively slight while
the impact of outer — space on command will increase. The
great use of information weaponry by the military and the wide
application of electronic equipment by the civilians make the
future war a fight in electromagnetic information, which be-
comes the key factor on the command efficiency. Precision
strike, electronic warfare and network warfare launched by the
opponents will pose a serious threat to our command system.
Research oy command in formation warfare needs the
prediction of the command forms in information warfare. This
paper believes that command forms in information warfare are
realized through command system, command means and com-
mand activities. In command system, the structure becomes
flattened and netlike; the command organizations are dispers-
ed and lean; command functions are diverse and comprehen-
sive ; the relationship of command is law — bound and various.
In command means, the organizations are networked and there
is a complete integration of diverse technologies and there is
an effective process of decision — making. In ¢command activi-
ties, there are the following features; information is collected
by multiple means; .information is distributed digitally; infor-

mation is processed automatically. The features of decision —




making are: emphasis on the dominance of land, sea, air,
space and electromagnetic environment; the combination of
both human and computer brains. The features of control co-
ordination are: the battle monitoring information system be-
comes the main means. Both planning and random calculation
are strengthened and functional organizations are established.
Research on command in formation warfare needs further
consideration of our command ability in information warfare.
This paper believes that in command concepts we should es-
tablish the new command concepts, such as information domi-
nance, joint prevalence, fight in all domains, stress on both
personnel and weaponry. In command theory we should inno-
vate in the areas of basic theory, practical theory and techno-
logical theory. In command system we should focus on the u-
nified command, improvement of command efficiency and fast
transition from peace to war and establish the command sys-
tem in information warfare through reforming the old struc-
tures. In command means we should develop new approaches,
reform our command system. In command personnel, we
should train the well — rounded commanding officers through
various means according to the standard and requirement of

information warfare.
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