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ABSTRACT

Religion is not only a kind of ideology but also a culture
resource which exists beyond history, and influencees general
peoples profoundly. So it's necessary to take religion into social
system to understand it. Because social stratification is one of the
most important variables in social life, the study on the
relationship between Taoism and social stratification can not only
help us to explore how the social structure and social order
impacted upon Taoism but also help us to pierce how Taoism
shaped social structure and the process of social change. So this
dissertation targets to penetrate the interaction between Taoism
and social stratification, even the relationship between Taoism
and society and the relationship between religion and society,
with the methods of the Sociology of Religion and by analyzing
the historic materials and classics of social development and
Taoist development in the period from later stage of Han
Dynasty through the Northern and Southern Dynasties.

This study has five parts:

The first part is the introduction which introduces the study
s motivation, targets, significance, literature-review, project
and methods. The second part is the first chapter in which this
dissertation points out that the social stratification of the late

Han, Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties was political

-
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stratification including two class, three ranks and seven estates.
The third part consists of the second , third and fourth
chapters, which describes from the microcosmic view the
devotional characteristic of Taoist believers from different social
stratifications and discusses their influences to Taocism. The
fourth part is made up of the fifth and sixth chapters, which
researches from the microscopical view the interaction
relationship between social stratification and Taoism when the
two factors are regarded as complex systems. The last part
concludes that the influences of social stratification on Taoism
are the influences of social life condition on the thoughts,
attitudes and actions; the counteraction from Taoism to social
stratification is the effects of cultural resources and idea weapons

to social orders.

Keywords: the late Han- Wei- Jir-Northern and Southern Dynasties

Taoism  social stratification interaction relationship
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