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TRADITIONAL CHINESE REALISTIC PAINTING
Preface

by Du Dakai

In ancient China in the State of Shu during the Western Zhou Dynasty, there was a painter called Huang
Quan who did a Rare Birds Painting that was passed down to later generations. In this painting, the birds are
painted true to life, with beautiful feathers. This painting was a model at that time and for later generations
as well. It had good reputation for one thousand years. ;

Birds and man shared the same natural environment in ancient times just as they do nowadays. But in
speaking of attitudes to nature, the two periods are totally different. The primary distinction is the
understanding of nature. So long as there are birds' chirps, there are human beings. But Huang Quan didn't
know this at that time.

Painter Guizheng was born in Suizhong City, Liaoning Province, China, and graduated from the Suzhou
Silk Engineering Institute. She had Li Changbai as her teacher and majored in traditional Chinese realistic
painting, flower and bird painting in particular. Her works are neat and orderly, delicate and pretty, with the
style of China's Song Dynasty; following the character of Nantian. Their patterns are new and their colors are
unique. So people comment that her pictures can only be painted by people actuated by high ideals.

Guizheng has painted picture of a hundred birds. Like Huang Quan's Rare Birds Painting, it has set an
example for other painters. There may be something done by Huang Quan but not by Guizheng; yet is there
anything Guizheng has done that Huang Quan did too?

When | met Guizheng my first impression was that she was a woman of great wisdom and ecstasy.
Twenty years have passed, and she is even more ecstastic, Every time | enjoy a new painting by her, | find

that she has enriched her experience.
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A turtledove on a branch of plum
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Pattern Procedure:

1. Draw the outline of a bird with various strong and light inks according to the different colors of the bird (see
Figure 1). Draw the bird's beak, eyes, feet and wings with deep—colored ink; draw the bird's abdominal part with
light ink.

2. Paint the background of the bird according to different colors of the bird (see Figure 2). Paing the bird's head with
cyanine and its abdominal part with scarlet; and sketch the other parts with ink. Pay attention to the variation of
dark and light in each part.
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Color the bird according to its different natural colors (see Figure 3). the bird's light green for the head; bright
green and cyanine for the back feathers and wings; and white powder for the belly.

(see Figure 4). Color the back and some parts of the wings light greenish blue, and color the belly, tail and neck
with white powder. Color the feathers according to the different natural colors (see A turtledove on a branch of
plum). Color the head, and tail with cyanine; back and wings bright green, belly and neck with white powder.






ENSE] 19874 (65cm x 110cm)

A pair of Turtledoves on a Plum Tree Branch



?Bﬁn 19934 (50cm x 35cm)

A pair of parrots perched on a plum branch



ZPER 19934 (450m x 43cm)

A bird on the branch of flowering peach in early spring



R 19984 (45cm x 43cm)

A bird among red leaves in autumn



FE9 19984 (66cm x 66cm)

A flock of birds singing on plum trees



T4 20004 (90cm x 90cm)

A bird among glory flowers
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FINE 199448 (90cm x 94cm)

A flock of birds singing in the fields in deep autumn



