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Abstract

The establishment and development of Special Economic Zones is an epitome of
China’s historical change in the past 30 years and a great success of the Reform and
Opening-up policy. Special Economic Zones play a special role in China’s reform and
modernization construction, and the research on the Zones is vitally important.

This report, taking as its background of age the world economic integration and the
historical progress of China’s modernization and reform, and based on the fact of the
rapid development of Special Economic Zones, has explored the progress of the
establishment and development of Special Economic Zones (including those in Taiwan),
concluded the success achieved and lessons to be drawn, analyzed the opportunities and
challenges faced by China’s Economic Zones, and anticipated their future.

This report is characterized by three features. Firstly, taking as its research object the
China’s Special Economic Zones, it explored the pattern of the establishment, the
development as well as the operation of Special Economic Zones. Secondly, it extended
the research scope into different zones, ranging from one system to multi-system. Besides
the five Special Economic Zones, such as Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Shantou, Xiamen and
Hainan, and other zones like Shanghai Pudong New Area and Tianjin Binhai New Area, it
also pays attention to China’s Hi-tech Industry Parks (Scientific Economic Zones),
Bonded Zones, Export Processing Zone (Industry and Trade Economic Zones) and
Bonded Port Zones (Trade Economic Zones) . Thirdly, the report brought into its
research the Special Economic Zones in Taiwan, studying and introducing systematically
the history, current situation and experience of Taiwan’s Export Processing Zones and
Science Park. Finally, the report consulted and collected a lot of historical literature and
statistical data, ensuring the integrity of the whole work.

This report was completed and edited by the Research Center of China’s Special
Economic Zones (Shenzhen University)— a key Humanities Research Base of Ministry of

Education.
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