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This book is hereby dedicated to the voluh’reers with the great spirit of "humanity,
philanthropy and dedication" in disaster-relief efforts of the May 12" Earthquake.

Millions of volunteers, with the great spirit of "numanity, philanthropy, and dedication", formed a community with the entire country
at a critical moment of life and death. As frials help revitalize a Nation, 1.3 billion Chinese people, with fremendous cohesion, will
surely create a better life in rebuilding a stronger China.
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Months have passed since the Wenchuan Earthquake happened on May 12" 2008. Looking back at the memorable time, we still cannot help feeling heartbroken and
immensely fouched.

In a catastrophe rarely seen in history, almost in the blink of an eye, tens of thousands of lives were lost and thrown to the abyss of darkness. Hundreds of thousands of
people were threatened by the aftershocks, secondary geological disasters, collapsed homes, lack of medicine and food shortages. The disasters and challenges we
faced were unprecedented.

However, as Engels said: "There is no great historical evil without a compensating historical progress.” It is this very challenge that has brought about the fransition of
Chinese social values, and helped to renew  social spirit and promote the historic progress of Chinese society. Life was most valued at the State level with saving life as
the fop priority and setting up the National Mourning Day. At the same time, people's right of being informed and their civil consciousness was greatly displayed  with
information fully open and public discussion on the Intemet. Based on this, millions of volunteers rushed to the earthquake-hit areas at the risk of their lives right affer the
quake, where they devoted themselves to disaster-relief efforts day and night. Disaster-relief is not only the responsibility of the Government, but also every citizen's
obligafion and duty to the benefits of others, public affairs, and the Nation's development. At this very moment, the intense cohesion of social strength and the
Government responsibility showed that the civil consciousness of Chinese people continued to be enhanced, marking a historic-progress of China on her way towards
civil society.

Compiling this book, we hope to record the stories of the volunteers and their spirit displayed in disaster-relief effort of May 12" Sichuan Wenchuan Earthquake. Yet we
find in our editing that facing the countless touching moments created by millions of volunteers almost all the time, the information and data we gathered are far from
adequacy. However, we sfill hope that with the pictures and contents in this book, people can experience the humanistic warmth and the shining spirit of "humanism,
philanthropism, and dedication” of Red Cross for years to come.

We are grateful to the volunteers of Red Cross Society of China Sichuan Branch for the precious pictures and data they provided. Our acknowledgement also goes to
Sichuan University Press for their effort and time spent in publishing the book.

Editing Committee of
VOLUNTEERS—Documentary Records of 5 - 12 Earthquake Disaster Relief

2008-9-16

o May 12", only over 70 km away from the epicenter of Sichuan Wenchuan Earthquake, Red Cross Society of China Sichuan Branch located at No.3,
d Chengdu, was suddenly involved in an emergent air. Life calls for help at the advent of the calamity. With the sense of responsibility, the Red Cross staff
the Sichuan Provmmf@overnmem for information and started the emergency disaster-relief planning. One hour after the earthquake, Red Cross Society of
Branch issued a ricn‘lonwmje appeal for emergent aid, and at the same time, sent disaster-relief materials worth 870,000 yuan to the worst-hit areas o f
fghu, Pengzhou and Dujiangyan, etc.

At 8 o'clock, on the moming of May 13", Red Cross Society of China Sichuan Branch started a nationwide emergent recruiting for volunteers. Inspired by the spirit of
‘humanism, philanthropy, and dedication" of Red Cross, volunteers were engaged in an impressive rescue. During 14 -days after the quake, Red Cross Society of China
Sichuan Braneh organized and sent altogether 75 types disaster-relief teams formed by 6,546 volunteers; 112,000 people took part in Red Cross volunteer in all kinds
of ways. They rescued 7,200 earthquake victims from ruins and rubbles; helped 12,000 injured, and assisted 121,000 disaster victims to move to safety.
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A big earthquake rarely witnessed in history hit Wenchuan at 14:28, May 12th 2008. Suddenly mountains were
shaking as the earth cracked, while buildings collapsed and Toved ones were lost!
CHAPTER 1

E R TIEN  IMMEDIATE ACTION RIGHT AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE .....ovvoevecveeeeseesneeien (15)
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Wenchuan in danger! Beichuan in danger! Qingchuan in danger! The Wenchuan
earthquake touched the hearts of people all over the world.
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CHAPTER I
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I'm a teacher. I'm a college student. I'm a veteran. I'm a farmer. I'm an
entrepreneur. I'm a retired official. I am a volunteer. ’
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CHAPTER IV
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CHAPTER V
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Whether you are a baby in a cradle or an ange] with broken wings, your smile gives us
great encouragement.
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CHAPTER VI

BEEZKE  REBUILDING OUR HOMELAND. ....ovveoveeoeoeeoeoeeseeoeeeiee . (115)
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Hand in hand, and heart to heart, we are united as one in rebuilding our
homeland.
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Beichuan, surrounded by green mountains, moaning after the earthquake
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B Lofty mountains lost their beauty instantly, leaving only ruins and debris
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The earthquake destroyed our home, yet our determination to carry on disaster-relief work
could never be destroyed
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The highway from Anxian County to Twin Bridge was damaged in the earthqua




