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7 1' ™ Beatles
\ ;

In previous generations, young people (vgrerg
mi &3

w the
teenage children of the West’s richest gen-

under their parents thumbs® ; /?10

eration were ready for something to get ex-
cited about. The Beatles simply put a spark

to a fuse that was waiting to be lit.

Everything changed, and what changed for
the Beatles was their lives and their working
habits, in the midst of the hysterical follow-
ing the band attracted. Because of the de-
mand of the fans to see them perform, they
played bigger and bigger venues® , especially
in America. They played?p—music’ s first
“stadium” concert —to 60, 000 people in
Shea Stadium.

But John, Paul, George and Ringo be-
came increasingly unhappy that, because of
the screaming of their fans, neither the band

nor the audience could hear the music. Cre-

atively frustrated and tired of the pressures

of life under siege® from their fans , they
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retired from playing concerts in 1966 and

decided to concentrate on recording.

(It was from this point (that) the bril-

liance of the Beatles really began to reveal
itself: they would record over their career
some 200 songs. Never before nor since has
any recording and writing group ever devel-

oped and yet remained the same in the way

the Beatles did.

With the aid of the musically wise pro-
ducer George Martin, the Beatles took their
music from the realms of simple sing-along
pop songs into sophiégcated pieces that set
new boundaries for popular music. But at
the same time their songs never lost their u-
niversal appeal—thanks to the warmth and
time lessness of their melodies an@}yrigi@.
John and Paul were the majorh\-zv;iters in the
Beatles, though the skilled musicianship and
imagination of George and Ringo meant the
band always operated very much as an equal

group of individuals. ,./

John and Paul were also powerful
singers with dlstmctlve styles. It became ap-
parent that, desplte the fact that the

songwriting credits were always equally
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attributed to them,Paul and John wrote and
sang their own songs. George also contribut-
ed two or three of his own compositions to

each of the Beatles eleven albums. Even

Ringo wrote and sang the occasional song.

/A Hard Day’ s Night was also the
soundtrack® from the band’ s first feature
film which was, naturally, a huge hit with

their millions of fans\.\)Based around the band

playing themselves and shot in art-house

black and white, it capitalis—icsl\ on® John,

Paul, George and Ringo’ s natural charm

story.

They went on to make a second feature |

film, Help, the following year. It also
spawned? a hit sound-track album ‘and was,
likewise, a massive® success among young
b;o;Te. It too was more of a celebration than
a serious film. The band has admitted using
it as an excuse to travel to@aces, in-
cluding the Bahamas and the Swiss Alps.

Meanwhile, the Beatles were making

increasingly sophisticated _a}ﬂ _influenttal
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music. Yesterday ,a simple ballad written by

—

Paul and recorded by the group in 1963, re-
mains one of the most widely recorded songs
of all time, even three decades later. With

the knowledge and encouragement of

George Martin, they were utilising more in-
T e———

struments and sounds than their guitars,

bass and drums.

HHE R, (EX),—HH
A% BIHEFH B SR BA T 1965
FERFIWAIREK, —H R
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HH,

Strings, keyboards, brass and, eventual-

ly, whole orchestras®

were brought into the
recording studio to take their previously
simple sound into nev;vIaAndS. George Harri-
son fell ‘un_/ggfr\;‘/g,s_p\eu,gt Indian music in
the mid-1960s and let this influence his con-
tributions to Beatles albums, sometimes re-

placing his guitar with an Indian sitar®.

Richer, more complex hits@/oured) from the
band with songs like Penny Lane, Straw-
berry Fields Forever and Hey Jude.
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5 2R AT — B AR d L B
BEMEEZE.

The fans happily followed wherever Tt H e R R
the Beatles chose to go with their music and FAE BT, A B
their records continued to sell by the mil- BURIBHE, Al MR
lion. MEFEAWH LA I H
g

(Dunder one’s thumb: ERTEFEAMEWEILE T, Ovenue: Bl MR
Osiege: fE. @melodies and lyrics: JEREFIEKIA.  @soundtrack: ALK

®capitalise on: FIfle  @spawn: L, 3o @massive: EXH.  Qor-
chestras: B 3XARBA  @sitar: EVEHEF .



* 6 + Graded English Reader ®

Since the earliest times in England, the
traveller’s inn has always been a warm and
hospitable place, a gathering place for voy-

agers to rest and recover. The tireless land-

lord, the local customers sharing drinks and

food, the welcoming whgg, have all
become part of the legend of the typical
English country and city life. In later cen-
turies, the English tavern took on the role of
community gathering place, being the loca-
tion where friendly chatter and fierce social
debate mixed with business discussions, and
food, wine, beer and coffee were consumed

@

as the noise of convivial?” exchanges rose.

In modern times, the English pub often
continues to function as the communal
meeting place, especially for people whose
homes are too small to entertain any number
of guests or friends. In many Asian coun-
tries, the local restaurant seves a similar so-
cial function.

In Ireland , the pub has acted as a

The Irish Pub Is Popular
All over the World
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central attraction for poorer villagers in the

rural areas,and as a hterary and social focus

“in the cities. In keepmg “with the sociable

nature of pub gatherings, music as well as

talk has become a central part of this insti-
tution in Ireland.

Now people around the world are able

to experience the friendly nature Qf the Irish

pub, which follows in the wake of 1ts

m‘x\

lish equ1valent as a welcome and growing
export. Eng;lTSh pubs have been foundég\
America, in parts of JEurope and throughout
the world where English people have set-
tled. Today the Irish pub is witnessing an
outburst of international popularity as
Westerners turn away from their television
and computer screens and seek to put a hu-
man face to their social contacts. They are
finding it in the bars and corners of Irish
pubs, where Guinness stout® (he Irish na-
tional dnnk i available in the tall, dark
ES_LL t glasses and Irish music is the
7

An international representative for the
R i SR

regular fare.

Irish manufacturers of Jameson’s whiskey,
Patrick McCarville, points out that while
the world has been laughing at Irish jokes
( a stereotype of the Irish wayof life ) , the

N
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