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The Story of Cambridge * 1 -
f}* The Story of Cambridge
St SIBY R
The story of the University begins in 1209 SIF B EE T 1209
when several hundred students and schol- U EAFEEE
MERBEETANTER

ars® arrived in' the little town of Cambrldge
aftermalked 60 miles fromm!r
These students were all churchmen and
had been studying in Oxford Zt that city’s
well-known schools. It was a hard life at
Oxford for there was cons%ant(@ trouble,
even fighting, between the1 tbwnsfolk® and
the students. Then one day a stucfen‘t acci-
dentally(‘D killed a man of the town. The
Mayor ages{ted three other students who
were inriocent® ,and b Y. order -of King John
(who was quarrelling Wlth_,the Church and
knew that the death of thre; student clergy-
men would dir(pleaseult) they were put to
death by hanging. In péotest ,many students
moved elsewhere, some coming to Cam-

bridge; and so the new University began.

Of course there were no Colleges in
those early days and student life was very
different from what it is now. Students

were of all ages and came from anywhere

25, Bk T /MESIBE .
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and everywhere. Those from the same part
of the country tended to group themselves
together and these groups, called “ Na-
tions” @, often fought one another.

The students were a>£;{\ged®;some even
banqu(@ together to qdb thé people of the
couﬂ%r;side. Gradually the idea of the Col-
lege developed, and in 1284 Peterhouse, the
oldest College in Cambridge, was founded.
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Life in College was strict; students
were fg;bidd_en Jo play games, to sing (ex-
cept sgiqu® music) , to hunt or fish or even
to daﬁééL\Books were very scarce g d all the
which

students were supposed to speak even

4
lessons were in the Latin langua

among themselves.

In 1440 King Henry VI {founded
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King’s College,and other colleges followed.

Many other great men studied at Cam-
T ey

Milton,

Cromwell, Newton, Wordsworth, Byron and

bridge, amongst them Bacon,

Tennyson.

Practical ]okes seem always to have

been common, and there is an e in;

By

tale of one® played on the poet Gray by the
—— NN N st NV

students of Peterhouse College where he

lived. Gray was a rather nervous man with a
—

fear of fire,and every night he used to hang

a rope-ladder from his window for use in

case a fire broke out. One night there was a

“Fire! Fire!”.
@

great noise and shouts of
Dressed only in his nightgown™ Gray
opened his window, climbed onto his lad-
der® and slid down as fast as he could — in-
to a b&rrd@ of cold water put there by a

joking student!
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In days of long ago, the people of Gotham,a
village near Nottingham®, were famous for
their folly®. No matter what they tried to
do, they would set about it in the most
stupid manner. All the world laughed at
their mistakes and, in fun®, called them the
“wise men of Gotham”, but that did not
worry these simple folk.

Here is one story about them.

A man of Gotham was going to Not-
tingham Market to buy sheep. On Notting-
ham Bridge he met another man of

Gotham, who was coming from the market.

“Hello!”said they to each other.

“Where are you going, neighbour?”
asked the one who was returning from the
market.

“To Nottingham Market, to buy
sheep, "replied the other.

“To buy sheep! ”exclaimed® the first.
“Pray® tell me, which way will you bring

them home?”

The Wise Men of Gotham®
827 D)L PN
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“Why, across this bridge. "answered he

who was going to market.

Now the other man of Gotham, who
loved to find fault with® everything, was
not pleased at that. “By Robm Hood® "he
cried, “you shall not bring your sheep back
by this bridge!”

“By Little ] ohn®,” shouted the other,

I shall bring them back this way if I
please!”

“You shall not!”cried the first.

“But I shall!”declared the other. Then
the two men of Gotham began to stamp
about the bridge, hitting the ground with
their sticks, as if the whole flock of sheep
were already there.

“Hold back your sheep there!” cried
the one.

“Let them pass!” exclaimed the other,
“And be more careful with your stick, lest®
you make my flock leap the bridge into the
river. "So they went at it, running this way
and that, until a third man of Gotham ap-
peared. He had come from Nottingham
Market,and on his horse’s back was a sack
of meal® which he had bought there.

For a few minutes he looked on in
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silence as his neighbours fought, then he
held up his hands and said, “Peace, peace,
good fellows. When will you learn wisdom?
Pray, help me to lift this sack of meal on my
shoulders, and 1 shall teach you a lesson

worth the knowing.”

WENTF T IS Z 5%
EFUIE I, 5%
T RET o RN AR
A BE 2 15 B B e oy H
x4 R B H k, &
BHRN— SEBE R
(i

When they had helped him with the
sack, the third man of Gotham went to the
edge of the bridge,opened the mouth of the
sack, and emptied the meal into the river
which flowed beneath. As he shook out the
sack, he said, “Tell me, good neighbours,
how much meal is in the sack now?”

“Why, none,” the others answered
together.

“Well said, "replied he. “Then there is
as much sense in your foolish heads, for a
moment ago you were fighting about sheep

r

which are not here at all
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g"” The Wolf and the Fox

The wolf had the fox with him, and what-
ever the wolf wished, the fox was compelled
to do, for he was the weaker, and he would
gladly have been® rid of his master. It
chanced? that once as they were going
through the forest, the wolf said: “Red-fox,
get me something to eat, or else I will eat
you yourself.” Then the fox answered: “I
know a farm-yard where there are two
young lambs; if you are inclined®, we will
fetch one of them.” That suited the wolf,
and they went thither?, and the fox stole
the little lamb, took it to the wolf, and went
* away. The wolf devoured® it, but was not
satisfied with one; he wanted the other as
well,and went to get it. But as he did it so
clumsily®, the mother of the little lamb
heard him, and began to cry out terribly,
and to bleat? so that the farmers came run-
ning there. They found the wolf, and beat
him so mercilessly, that he went to the fox
limping and howling®. “ You have misled
me finely,” said he, “I wanted to fetch
the other

lamb, and the country folks
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surprised me, and have beaten me to a
jelly® . " The fox replied, “Why are you such
a glutton?”®

Next day they again went into the
country, and the greedy wolf once more
said : “Red-fox, get me something to eat,or |
will eat you yourself. ” Then answered the
fox: “I know a farm-house where the wife is
baking pancakes® tonight;we will get some
of them for ourselves.” They went there,
and the fox slipped round the house, and
peeped and sniffed? about until he discov-
ered where the dish was, and then snatched
six pancakes and carried them to the wolf.
“There is something for you to eat. "said he
to him, and then went his way. The wolf
swallowed down the pancakes in an instant,
and said; “They make one want more, ”and
went thither and tore the whole dish down
so that it broke in pieces. This made such a
great noise that the woman came out, and
when she saw the wolf she called the peo-
ple, who hﬁrried there, and beat him as long
as their sticks would hold together, till with
two lame legs, and howling loudly, he re-
turned to the fox in the forest. “How abom-
inably® you have misled me!”cried he, “the

peasants caught me,and tanned® my skin for
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