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. The Great Fitzgerald
TR IEZE AP S

Genius is the ability to put into effect what is on your mind.
——~Francis Scott Fitzgerald
RAR—FBEEZTHALMIEN
— FBBATNT - BB - FERARNE T

Francis Scott Fitzgerald is an American novelist and short-story
writer. He is ranked among the great American writers of the 20th centu-
ry. He is widely considered the literary spokesman of the “jazz age” —

the decade of the 1920s.

Fitzgerald’s path as a writer was clear by the time he was 13—that

« FREATENT - WTRMEE - FEBRAIE(1896—1940)  RE/MAK . 1920 F B REKE D
BN KA ;1925 S T REMBR L) I, SR B LR AT AR 1
H—IR" R ERAER. N EEESEH(HARE) RS -TEF . fEi/DiRez)
BT 20 AR BT MK RAR T K REHEE BEH 2 R IR R
T
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was his age when his first story was published in the St. Paul Academy
newspaper. Despite, or perhaps because of , his passion for writing, Fitz-
gerald was a mediocre D student from his earliest days at Princeton Uni-
versity. It was during this time he began work on his first novel, a work
that would ultimately® be titled “This Side of Paradise. ”

When the United States entered the First World War in 1917, Fitz-
gerald quit school and enlisted in the Army. He trained at a camp just a
few miles from Louisville, Kentucky. The camp represented a turning
point of sorts for Fitzgerald; his first rejection from a publisher came
while he was there and he met Zelda Sayre ,the woman who would be his
wife until his dying day.

With the war over, Fitzgerald returned to his parents’ house. He
revised his first novel “The Romantic Egotist” and renamed it “This
Side of Paradise”. It was a contemporary work that spoke to a self-indul-
gent® generation. The book was accepted and published in 1919.

The 1920s proved the most influential decade of Fitzgerald’s devel-
opment. “This Side of Paradise” became a national bestseller, as did
“The Great Gatsby”, his best-known work. The setting of The Creat
Gatsby is New York City and Long Island during the 1920s. It is a work
that seriously examines the theme of aspiration® in America and defines
the classic American novel.

T. S. Eliot wrote,in a letter to Fitzgerald, “It seems to me to be the

mediocre ; adj. ¥ FLIY , ERR
ultimately : adv. B2, )5
indulgent ; adj. {LYERT . B
aspiration : n. $1f7 , B



first step that American fiction has taken since Henry James...” Richard
Yates,a writer often compared to Fitzgerald, called The Great Gatsby
“the most nourishing novel he read...a miracle of talent...a triumph of
technique. ”

During this period, Fitzgerald also made several excursions to
Europe , notably Paris and the French Riviera, and became friends with
many in Paris,notably Ernest Hemingway.

Hemingway looked up to Fitzgerald as an experienced professional
writer. Hemingway greatly admired The Great Gatsby and wrote in his A
Moveable Feast “If he could write a book as fine as The Great Gatsby, I
was sure that he could write an even better one. ” Hemingway expressed
his deep admiration for Fitzgerald when he prefaced his chapters con-
cerning Fitzgerald in the book with: “His talent was as natural as the pat-
tern that was made by the dust on a butterfly’s wings. At one time he un-
derstood it no more than the butterfly did and he did not know when it
was brushed or marred @. Later he became conscious of his damaged
wings and their construction and he learned to think and could not fly
any more because the love of flight was gone and he could only remem-
ber when it had been effortless. ”

The Great Depression began in the fall of 1929 and for Fitzgerald,
the loss was much more than financial. Around that time , Zelda , his wife,
was diagnosed as schizophrenic @ a condition with which she had strug-

gled for most of her adult life. She had to be sent to a Baltimore hospital

O mar:v IR, 0F
@ schizophrenic:ad). ¥§# 5 S4E R
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in 1930; she would remain hospitalized for most of the rest of her life.
Fitzgerald rented a nearby house in which he wrote “Tender is the
Night” , which reflected the bleakness@ he felt in his life.

Fitzgerald’s work and legend has inspired writers ever since he was
first published. It was written in a New York Times editorial after his
death that Fitzgerald “was better than he knew, for in fact and in the lit-
erary sense he invented a ‘ generation’. He might have interpreted them
and even guided them,as in their middle years they saw a different and
nobler freedom threatened with destruction @, ”

Into the 21st century, Fitzgerald’s reputation continues to grow. Mil-
lions of copies of The Great Gatsby and his other works have been sold,
and “Gatsby” ,a constant best-seller,is required reading in many high

school and college classes.
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Mark Twain . Mirror of America

Lo - LR - EERBE

Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter.

——Mark Twain
EREB-MOE, ME—NOE. NREFNE, BEFKEE,
—OE-R*

Most Americans remember Mark Twain as the father of Huck Finn’s
idyllic @ cruise through eternal boyhood and Tom Sawyer’s endless sum-
mer of freedom and adventure. Indeed , this nation’s best-loved author was

every bit as adventurous, patriotic @, romantic, and humorous as anyone

has ever imagined.
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