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1 Thucydides 15 & i i

471—401BC

Reading Prelude

Thucydides ! was an Athenian general and historian. He is known for his
History of the Pelloponesian War, the struggle between Athens and Sparta (43 1
—404 BC). His emphasis on accuracy and his impartial attitude in reporting
events and drawing conclusions won him the title “father of scientific history”.

Thucydides believed that studying events of the past could help men
understand similar events in the future and perhaps avoid similar mistakes. He
saw and reported the greed of power as the underlying cause of this war.
Thucydides included facts he knew to be true, either from his own experience
of the war or from interviews with persons who had participated in other
actions. In his History of the Pelloponesian War, we find not only an exacting
account of the details of the conflict, but also his own detailed analysis of
human nature, as a means of understanding why events happen as they do.

The famous “Funeral Speech of Pericles” is extracted from Book VI. In
spite of the fact that this speech was delivered at the annual public funeral
ceremony in 431 BC honoring all Athenian soldiers who had died that year in
the war against the Spartans (whom Pericles refers to as the Lacedaemonian), it
does not say much about the dead. Instead, Pericles’ oration overflows with
praise for Athenian power and national character. He praises the freedom of the
individual enjoyed by Athenian citizens, and he celebrates Athens’ destiny to
be an example and an “education” to other Greek cities. While reading the
extract, please notice the things to which Thucydides/Pericles attributes
Athenian greatness and the many civic virtues of individual Athenian citizens.
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Text

History of the Pelloponesian War

(Extract) by Thucydides

In the same winter the Athenians gave a funeral at the
public cost to those who had first fallen in this war. ... And
Pericles, son of Xanthippus, was chosen to pronounce their
eulogium. 2l When the proper time arrived, he advanced
from the sepulcher Bl to an elevated platform in order to be
heard by as many of the crowd as possible, and spoke as
follows:

“Most of my predecessors in this place have commended
him who made this speech part of the law, telling us that it is
well that it should be delivered at the burial of those who fall
in battle. " Since our ancestors have stamped this custom
with their approval, it becomes my duty to obey the law and
to try to satisfy your several wishes and opinions as best I
may.”

“[ shall begin with our ancestors: it is both just and
proper that they should have the honor of the first mention on
an occasion like the present. They dwelt in the country
without break in the succession from generation to
generation, and handed it down free to the present time by
their valor. And if our more remote ancestors deserve praise,
much more do our own fathers, who added to their
inheritance the empire which we now possess, and spared no
pains to be able to leave their acquisitions to us of the present
generation. Lastly, there are few parts of our dominions that
have not been augmented by those of us here, B who are still
more or less in the vigor of life; while the mother country has
been furnished by us with everything that can enable her to
depend on her own resources whether for war or for peace.
That part of our history which tells of the military
achievements which gave us several possession, or of the

4
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Pericles n. 18 Z L AIH[A L]
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sepulcher n. &R

predecessor #. A 3

stampv. &FF; RIA

inheritance n. 47K

acquisition n. JRAF
augment vt. 4 K

furnish ve. &4k

possession n. Afid; ME



Unit 1

Shucydides

ready valor with which either we or our fathers stemmed the
tide of Hellenic or foreign aggression, is a theme too familiar
to my hearers for me to dilate on, ' and I shall therefore pass
it by. But what was the road by which we reached our
position, what the form of government under which our
greatness grew, what the national habits out of which it
sprang, 7] these are questions which [ may try to solve before
I proceed to my panegyric upon these men; since I think this
to be freedom which we enjoy in our government extends
also to our ordinary lives. There, far from exercising a jealous
surveillance over each other, we do not feel called upon to be
angry with our neighbor for doing what he likes, or even to
indulge in those injurious looks which cannot fail to be
offensive, although they inflict no positive penalty. B 1f we
look to the laws, they afford equal justice to all in their
private differences; if no social standing, advancement in
public life falls to reputation for capacity, class considerations
not being allowed to interfere with merit; nor again does
poverty bar the way, if a man is able to serve the state, he is
not hindered by the obscurity of his condition. [ But all this
ease in our private relations does not make us lawless as
citizens. Against this fear is our chief safeguard, teaching us
to obey the magistrates and the laws, particularly such as
regard the protection of the injured, whether they are actually
on the statute book, or belong to that code which, although
unwritten, yet cannot be broken without acknowledged
disgrace. "% ..

“If we turn to our military policy, there also we differ
from our antagonists. We throw open our city to the world,
and never by a subject upon which on the present occasion a
speaker may properly dwell, and to which the whole
assemblage, whether citizens or foreigners, may listen with
advantage.”

“Our constitution does not copy the laws of neighboring
states; we are rather a pattern to others than imitators
ourselves. Its administration favors the many instead of the

5

Hellenic adj. # i 449; # A 49
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few: this is why it is called a democracy. If we look to the
laws, they afford equal justice to all in their private
differences; if no social standing, advancement in public life
falls to reputation for capacity, class considerations not being
allowed to interfere with merit; nor again does poverty bar
the way, if a man is able to serve the state, he is not hindered
by the obscurity of his condition. The acts exclude foreigners
from any opportunity of learning or observing, although the
eyes of an enemy may occasionally profit by our liberality;
trusting less in system and policy than to the native spirit of
our citizens; "] while in education, where our rivals from
their very cradles by a painful discipline seek after manliness,
at Athens we live exactly as we please, and yet are just as
ready to encounter every legitimate danger. In proof of this
it may be noticed that the Lacedaemonians 1121 4o not invade
our country alone, but bring with them all their confederates;
while we Athenians advance unsupported into the territory of
a neighbor, and fighting upon a foreign soil usually vanquish
with ease men who are defending their homes. Our united
force was never yet encountered by any enemy, because we
have at once to attend to our marine and to dispatch our
citizens by land upon a hundred different services; so that,
wherever they engage with some such fraction of our
strength, a success against a detachment is magnified into a
victory over the nation, and a defeat into a reverse suffered at
the hands of our entire people. And yet if with habits not of
labor but of ease, and courage not of art but of nature, we are
still willing to encounter danger, we have the double
advantage of escaping the experience of hardships in
anticipation and of facing them in the hour of need as
fearlessly as those who are never free from them. (131>

“Nor are these the only points in which our city is
worthy of admiration. We cultivate refinement without
extravagance and knowledge without effeminacy; wealth we
employ more for use than for show, and place the real
disgrace of poverty not in owning to the fact but in declining
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the struggle against it. ... In generosity we are equally
singular, acquiring our friends by conferring, not by
receiving, favors. Yet, of course, the doer of the favor is the
firmer friend of the two, in order by continued kindness to
keep the recipient in his debt; while the debtor feels less
keenly from the very consciousness that the return he makes
will be a payment, not a free gift. And it is only the
Athenians, who, fearless of consequences, confer their
benefits not from calculations of expediency, but in the
confidence of liberality. (4]

“Indeed if I have dwelt at some length upon the
character of our country, it has been to show that our stake in
the struggle is not the same as theirs who have no such
blessings to lose, and also that the panegyric of the men over
whom' I am now speaking might be by definite proofs
established. "™ ... But none of these allowed either wealth
with its prospect of future enjoyment to unnerve his spirit, or
poverty with its hope of a day of freedom and riches to tempt
him to shrink from danger. Ll

“So died these men as became Athenians. ['” You, their
survivors, must determine to have as unfaltering a resolution
in the field, though you may pray that it may have a happier
issue.... These take as your model and, judging happiness to
be the fruit of freedom and freedom of valor, never decline
the dangers of war. For it is not the miserable that would most
justly be unsparing of their lives; these have nothing to hope
for: it is rather they to whom continued life may bring
reverses as yet unknown, and to whom a fall, if it came,
would be most tremendous in its consequences. And surely, to
a man of spirit, the degradation of cowardice must be
immeasurably more grievous than the unfelt death which
strikes him in the midst of his strength and patriotism!”

“Turning to the sons or brothers of the dead, I see an
arduous struggle before you. When a man is gone, all are

generosity n. A KF; iR
confervt. #&F; KT

recipient n. %4

expediency n. 4] ; ARE Xt

unfaltering adj. ®% #); =%

degradationn. 3%, T
cowardice n. 2]y, Fifk
immeasurably ad. 7R A& 4
patriotism n. & E.&; £ E £ L
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wont to praise him, and should your merit be ever so
transcendent, you will still find it difficult not merely to | transcendent adj. A9
overtake, but even to approach their renown. The living have
envy to contend with, while those who are no longer in our
path are honored with a goodwill into which rivalry does not
enter. ... My task is now finished.”

From Thucydides, The History of the Peloponian War, book II, trans. Richard Crawley,
http://www.usd.edu/"clehmann/courses/thuc.htm

@Classroom Activities /

Questions:

According to Pericles, what does it mean to say that Athens is a democracy?

How does Pericles describe the role of the law in Athenian society?

Does poverty prohibit citizens from political participation?

Can you cite at least one passage in which Pericles describes the Athenian attitude
toward political participation?

5. Although he does not mention the Spartans by name, Pericles is anxious to contrast
the spiritual and political atmosphere of Athens with the harsher and more militaristic
experience in Sparta. Can you find passages in which he appears to be doing this?

- b=

Seminar:

Athenian Democracy

@ Homework /

Write a short essay with the following words and phrases:

in order to it becomes one’s duty to obey be worthy of admiration extravagance
either ... or .... generosity  admiration to find it difficult not merely to do




Unit 1 Shucydides

Explanations

TAEAKF RAGH R, HAEFREFATE. AT 431 548 F 5 R 20
BIEME, W 424 FAERRBEHE, 5 ETHAR, 28 R AER T 42 R 5 3E A
o WFIKE. 7T 404 FEEDHE, HEH 30 $ 42, RALRMAAIEE (18F 5
RS L) ENK, BT EHDFREIGKEZ A, & Ll ot A 6935 i
I, WEKFRRE, HEAESEE, 1EH R R Y ESAEAN T 8, 5
RO, BELRZFAA LG Y0, 2 EEHGRRLE. e) (185 5 i
B R) THME, AR ER o) &2 51k,

In the same winter the Athenians gave a funeral at the public cost to those who had first
fallen in this war. ... and Pericles, son of Xanthippus, was chosen to pronounce their

eulogium.
m%%%é,ﬁ%Aéﬁ&%ﬁﬂ,ﬁ@&ﬁ%(ﬁ?#&ﬁ)&%*éi@?%
A, weeees TAZ AN, 2 PMZF, Wbk d k8, [Pericles: 182 #, #)#7

(495—429BC), H+HEHIEE. R ERAFA]
sepulcher: Z#,, %,

Most of my predecessors in this place have commended him who made this speech part
of the law, telling us that it is well that it should be delivered at the burial of those who
fall in battle.

RE, KB AN 0077 BT W8] 09 A A I fo e i A 1o A 5 39 A 3] IR ik 6
o ERBANZHRIF, ik BALLE A KT A S

Lastly, there are few parts of our dominions that have not been augmented by those of us
here.

TG, BATVEYAT L F JUTRA — 3o TR A2 3 49 A BT et

a theme too familiar to my hearers for me to dilate on: — /% fxit F 3 B9, KB
Vol w3

But what was the road by which we reached our position, what the form of government
under which our greatness grew, what the national habits out of which it sprang ...

2%, HARERMNENAR 9%, 2N XERAT D #32K, 12 Kok
Hrkdy e A e

If we look to the laws, they afford equal justice to all in their private differences; if no
social standing, advancement in public life falls to reputation for capacity, class
considerations not being allowed to interfere with merit; nor again does poverty bar the

9
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10.

1.

12,
135

14.

way, if a man is able to serve the state, he is not hindered by the obscurity of his
condition.

FAe Bk F— Tk, MPHRRAA, EERT, AAFF; wREAHRR
Wds, A E A IR T RSN, FAR S RFYAAL; e RAA
s AWK, REIEALEE, FLBLMHTFRZM.

There, far from exercising a jealous surveillance over each other, we do not feel called
upon to be angry with our neighbor for doing what he likes, or even to indulge in those

injurious looks which cannot fail to be offensive, although they inflict no positive penalty.
ML, ZBMFRLBARMGAELH A T WHEMASR, HILZE ERRRATHRY K
G AL, MBS REIE. FIAANITA, BAATX I R — 2T BT .

Against this fear is our chief safeguard, teaching us to obey the magistrates and the laws,
particularly such as regard the protection of the injured, whether they are actually on the
statute book, or belong to that code which, although unwritten, yet cannot be broken
without acknowledged disgrace.

£ 2B Tk AP B, HEHMNEBFATRE REFEE, L
RA L% EHGRY, REEFLOCAHA XA, TRBTARMHLE, PR
# R R ITE, LRTTHITH,

We throw open our city to the world, and never by alien acts exclude foreigners from any
opportunity of learning or observing, although the eyes of an enemy may occasionally
profit by our liberality; trusting less in system and policy than to the native spirit of our
citizens.

FATETIRI T, AERIAR, M ERIESE A%, ARRAILTIEAZ D FRE
AL, R HAGBRA BRI 8 b FkmZa; bAEER AR, T
SofZE BB TR RIKAFAY. (less... than: 5 oo Tdo )

Lacedaemonians: 4i#MkFEA, BPHEIAA

we have the double advantage of escaping the experience of hardships in anticipation and
of facing them in the hour of need as fearlessly as those who are never free from them...
FANEFBRAYE, FTRMBERE R, L5 oo 2 4 B B AR AR Sk 46 38 % E A
A —HE R RARRE 2 EAT o '

it is only the Athenians, who, fearless of consequences, confer their benefits not from
calculations of expediency, but in the confidence of liberality...

RAMBA, +ATNE BdehT, HFMIEE B A, @ RAREEFehilds, &
Wik A e
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