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PREFACE

In front of us is a book that documents the achievement of a successful cooperation be-
tween China and the United Nations and fruits of ten-year hard working by a group of dedi-
cated professionals, national and international, in support the commercialization of renew-
able energy in China.

Back to mid-1990s when the project was designed, China’s renewable energy industry,
although enjoyed a long history, was in its infancy. Few policy-makers viewed renewable en-
ergy as an effective mean to address challenges of energy shortage, environment deteriora-
tion and poverty. Renewable energy entrepreneurs and researchers were struggling to enter
the energy market that was flooded with polluting fossil fuels. The industry and banking sec-
tor stayed away due to lack of awareness and interest in the economic viability and bankabili-
ty of renewable energy projects.

The Project, that was financed by Global Environment Facility, Australia and the
Netherlands and jointly implemented by the National Development and Reform Commission
and the United Nations®, addressed this situation from three aspects.

1. Policy advice. The Project always held policy study and recommendation high on its
implementation agenda. As a result, hundreds of energy policy-makers, industry leaders and
experts were brought to an extensive exposure to policy establishments and successful pro-
grammes and practices that had successfully promoted renewable energy applications in de-
veloped and developing countries. A number of in-depth policy studies were completed by na-
tional experts with help of international renowned consultants that covered the pricing policy
and development plan for wind power, a national action plan for industrial-scale biogas de-
velopment, the national biomass development roadmap, etc. The Project directly supported
the promulgation of the Renewable Energy Law that came into effect at the beginning of
2006. These achievements have greatly contributed to the establishment of an effective and
supportive policy framework for renewable energy advancement in China.

2. Capacity building. The project gave a birth to Chinese Renewable Energy Industry As-
sociation (CREIA) and nurtured it through the first miles of its long journey. CREIA has
now become a full-fledged body instrumental for China’s renewable energy industries to
strengthen their own capacity and compete in the energy market in China and beyond. In ad-

dition, a series of training activities were implemented for four sectors of renewable energy

© It included United Nations Development Programme and United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.



industry including wind farm development, solar thermal technology, industrial biogas uti-
lization and village scale electric power systems.

3. Technology demonstration. The project constructed a dozen of pilot projects covering
wind-diesel and wind-solar community power systems, large biogas generation and utiliza-
tion, sugar cane bigasse co-generation and solar collector certification. Those demonstration
activities not only directly helped participating institutions and communities but also showed
the economic, environmental and social benefits of renewable energy technologies. The dem-
onstration sites received numerous visitors, Chinese and foreign, and their story was widely
covered by mass-media.

It is fair to say that the Project played a catalytic role to China’s renewable energy
booming. Today the country hosts a robust wind power industry and the largest solar energy
(photovoltaic and thermal utilization) market of the world in addition to continuously taking
the lead in biogas and hydropower development. What is happening in China is definitely a
strong push to the world’s renewable energy expansion and great contribution to combat
against environmental pollution including climate change.

The Project would not possibly come to such fruition without the hard-working and
team spirit of all participating institutions and individuals. At the risk of missing a lot, I
wish to name the following whose dedication and professionalism were invaluable for the suc-
cess of the Project and China-UN cooperation. They are: Mr. Wu Guihui, National Project
Director and Mr. Shi Lishan, Director of Project Management Office, whose timely guidance
and direction ensured the Project always aligned with and contributing to national priority;
Dr. William Wallace, Senior Technical Advisor and Mr. Wang Zhongying, National Project
Coordinator, two gentlemen who designed each and every project activity and ensured their
execution to the perfection; Mr. Zhu Junsheng, Director, and Mr. Li Junfeng, Secretary-
General of CREIA, who succeeded in letting the Chinese renewable industry better know
about international best practices and the international renewable energy community know
better about China’s today and future. Also included are: Judy Siegel, Charlie Dou, Wang
Sicheng, Cai Changda, Xu Honghua, Li Aixian and Qin Haiyan. To them I hold the high-

est respect.
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