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FOREWORD

The 8th of August 1990 is the 10th anniversary of the
formation of the National University of Singapore by the coming
together of the former University of Singapore and Nanyang
University.

One decade is of course only a fraction of the total history
of our University whose roots actually go as far back as 1905
when the Medical College was first established. Even 85 years
is somewhat diminutive when compared to the long history of
leading universities of the world like Oxford and Cambridge or
the Ivy League universities, not to mention the oldest university
in the world at Bologna which boasts a history of about 900
years. But the last 10 years at NUS has seen growth and
development at a pace never before experienced here or,
probably, at any other university. And it has been solid, sturdy
growth with quality maintained and standards held high.

We have been steadfast in pursuing our goal of providing
an education which, besides imparting knowledge and skills with
emphasis on their practical applications, aims to cultivate an
inquiring and analytical mind capable of independent learning
and to develop the creative potential to the full. We vigorously
promote research, creating, refining and adding to knowledge.
We work liberally with industry to exploit knowledge for the
benefit of society at large and we serve as a rich store-house of
information, expertise and skills which support the larger effort
of nation building.

The high standing of NUS in teaching, research and
service, acknowledged both locally and abroad, has been attained
through the dedication, hardwork, ingenuity and resourcefulness
of the whole spectrum of staff, from the Dean to the office clerk
and from the Professor to the technician. What is particularly
heartening about this large academic community is the strong
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spirit of teamwork that pervades the whole institution. There is
an unmistakeable sense of common purpose and the eagerness to
co-operate even across disciplines and faculties to further the
interest and enhance the reputation of the University. The staff
are proud to be part of NUS and are always ready to give of
their best.

This could be exemplified by the case of the Department
of Chinese Studies. I am pleased to note that over the last 10
years, 115 books or parts of books, 340 academic articles, and
90 conference papers have been produced by the staff of the
Department, and 89 occasional papers, 2 volumes of the
Collected Papers on Chinese Studies, 2 scholarly books, and an
international refereed journal have been published by the
Department under its Publication Scheme initiated since 1982.
The publication of the third volume of the Collected Papers on
Chinese Studies to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the
University is a typical example to show that the staff of the
Department are proud to be part of the University and are
committed to further the interest and enhance the reputation of
the University.

I wish to take this opportunity to commend the Department
of Chinese Studies for its unceasing efforts to promote research
activities of its staff and to embark on various publication
programmes for them in the last decade.

Professor Lim Pin
Vice-Chancellor
National University of Singapore
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PREFACE

The Department of Chinese Studies is marking the 10th
anniversary of the National University of Singapore with this
volume. The gesture aptly reflects the Department’s deep sense
of belonging to the University.

The study of language, literature, history, philosophy, and
other branches of what is broadly called 'civilization" -- within
Chinese, English, Malay and similarly contextualised rubrics --
vitally enlivens the rich cultural and historical heritage of
Singapore.

The establishment of the Department was an essential
milestone in this respect. It has handled its particular role most
commendably. Its teaching programme is comprehensive and
well-balanced. The expansive research projects and other
academic endeavours undertaken under its auspices -- including
the complex tasks of translation, so vital for enhanced cross-
cultural interaction -- continue to endorse its status in, and its
contribution to the University and to society at large.

To move forward is to achieve. To achieve is to ensure
accumulation. And this forward accumulation contributes. The
dynamic momentum that the Department has created for itself
under the inspiring leadership of Professor Lim Chee Then
moves it continually towards innovative and pioneering
directions in scholarly writing. This high standard of careful
analysis and exploration, together with up-to-date discoveries and
in-depth critiques, will, I am sure, be maintained.

I wish the Collected Papers on Chinese Studies all the
success that it deserves.

Professor Edwin Thumboo
Dean of Arts and Social Sciences
National University of Singapore
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INTRODUCTION

The Department of Chinese Studies has its origin in the
former Department of Chinese Studies in the Faculty of Arts &
Social Sciences of the University of Singapore and the former
Department of Chinese Language and Literature in the Faculty
of Arts of Nanyang University. The former was established in
1953, while the latter was set up in 1955. The merging of the
two departments took place with the establishment of the
National University of Singapore in 1980.

The Department conducts programmes of study at both
undergraduate and postgraduate levels. For the B.A. and B.A.
Honours programmes, the Department offers more than 36
courses every year in 5 major areas of study, viz. Chinese
linguistics, Chinese literature, Chinese history, Chinese
philosophy and translation. The M.A. and Ph.D. programmes
are not structured around course requirements. They involve
essentially the writing of theses on topics of research approved
by the Department. In addition to the existing M.A. programme
by research, a new M.A. programme by course work and
dissertation is being planned by the Department for introduction
in the next academic year, 1991-92.

Students who satisfy the admission requirements may read
one or two subjects, viz. "Chinese Studies" and/or "Chinese
Language", offered by the Department. The former is a four
year B.A. Honours programme, while the latter, introduced from
the academic year 1988-89, is a three year B.A. programme.
Students who have taken "Chinese Language" as a principal
subject and obtained a good grade in the Final B.A. Examination
and satisfied other criteria for admission to the Honours Year,
may be admitted to the B.A. Honours programme in "Chinese
Studies".

Since the merger, the Department has entered into a
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period of consolidation and expansion. In terms of staff and
student numbers, it is now one of the largest departments in the
Faculty. In the academic year 1990-91, there are 23 teaching
staff and 1214 students enrolled for all years of study. Out of
1214 students, 1204 are undergraduate students and 10
postgraduate students; 539 are with CL1 background and 675
with CL2 background; 815 are major students and 399 minor
students; 922 are reading "Chinese Studies", and 292 reading
"Chinese Language". Out of 1214 students, 250 are reading
both "Chinese Studies" and "Chinese Language". Compared to
488 students in 1980-81, the increase in student enrollment is

substantial. )
The staff and students of the Department are engaged in

research on a wide range of topics. Since 1980, 115 books or
parts of books, 340 academic papers, 90 conference papers, and
105 other articles have been produced by the staff of the
Department; and 7 Ph.D. theses, 14 M.A. theses and 184
academic exercises have been completed by higher degree and
honours students respectively.

For purposes of promoting research activities of the staff
and fostering academic interaction with scholars in the same
discipline in other parts of the world, the Department has
initiated a Publication Scheme since 1982. By 31 October 1990,
89 occasional papers, 3 volumes of the Collected Papers on
Chinese Studies, 2 scholarly books, and an international refereed
journal have been published by the Department under its
Publication Scheme.

From time to time, eminent scholars from overseas are
invited to teach in the Department on a short-term basis, and
distinguished visitors passing through Singapore are invited to
give public lectures or seminars, or to participate in discussions
or forums organized by the Department for students and staff of
the University as well as members of the general public. Since
1980, 5 internationally renowned visiting professors have taught
in the Department, and 85 eminent scholars and 38 famous
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writers have either given public lectures or seminars, or
participated in discussions or forums organized by the
Department.

Library holdings of the University are adequate. Apart
from a small Reference Library in the Department, there is a
Chinese Library in the University’s Central Library which can
be used for teaching and research by staff and students. There
are more than 342,000 volumes of books and about 1,000 titles
of extant periodicals published in China, Singapore and Malaya
in the second and third decades of this century, as well as 760
Chinese current periodicals and 27 Chinese newspapers
published in different parts of the world.

The above write-up is to provide brief information on the
development of the Department in the last decade for readers of
this special issue of the Collected Papers on Chinese Studies
published to commemorate the 10th anniversary of the formation
of the National University of Singapore.

Professor Lim Chee Then
Head, Department of Chinese Studies
National University of Singapore

xxxiii



Jf e ensresinaiiiii s e # # (xix)
Jfr Toeerersesnsnsatinieatitiiiiiiiisssae e Y2 AN (x)
-Ef]'—g ................................................... ,}* ;@- #mﬁ
CEEDHAS . B EIF T ereeerrreeesens AR A1)
BTy £ F B —— AH R cerrreerenns R i & (47)
CKED “ABB 7 LG rrssrsnnssscsissanannns, # # E(69)
B o B CF AT B T A Y 1E A

—— B AP ) B eeeees M > F(103)
KAHE XHAR —— R ZEBER ovvveenens M & R327)
FAT B E B ER rerrmrrrnrrrrenrninn, » £ a4
EEVE 2 '8 & AR T P O P S PP PP F M K177
FEF R B FZRE i, B R K207
RERLCEES DB GG e £ A 4243)
Mk & B 5 F CILH D AT H AR K eeveeroeene & F@Q
XEPHEFLGEIHFOLSBTERN 8 & £029)
ﬁmﬁjﬁxaéﬁﬁiﬁwiﬂ-ﬁ ..................... I Jﬁ #'(315)
gﬁ%cg(ﬁg ............................................. P yg.(337)

Mi: FrmBBELAFEY XRFRLX
(1982-1989) sessssnsrssasssstssssassnssssssnassnassnannns (339)



CONTENTS

Publisher's Note

Foreword, Fam PN ciicsss isissmssinssiiisasviris sosies s sasuassisns XXVii
Preface, Edwin Thumboo .....ccecieisversssinasossassassisersssssssins XXIX
Introduction, Lim Chee Then ...o.covveiiiiiiiiiiarieriiiiiessininnes XXX1i

The Characters, Plot and Language of the Discourses of
the States; Lim Chee Mhen coisnnvimmanssiavnsamivssiein 1

The Aesthetic Thought of Xun Zi - An Inquiry from Aesthetic
Psychology, Keong Tow YUNZ «eveeiuiiiiaiiniisassiminsssssisines

On the Meaning of "Cultivating the Person" in
the Grear Learning, Shu Sinn WHOT .....viviininiininnininansns 69

Problems in the Study of Chinese Literary Criticism:
Sikong-tu's Shipin as a Case Study, Yeo Song Nian .......... 103

Hu Yuan: An Early Song Educationist and His Pragmat:c
Educational Ideas, Tan Eng Chaw . 5 covave 127

Dating Problem of the Holy Tombs in Zaytun,
IOl G U PO 147

Early Ming Government's Religious Policy, Lee Cheuk Yin .... 177

Zhiyanzhai as Li Ding: A Study of Textual Criticism,
P SHU - MG cieriamiaaveimmires sosiavorueisdsns o sossies soa st oo 207

A Study of the Autobiographical Elements and the
Antithesis Structure in Lu Xun's My Home Town,
Wiong Yoon Wah. .cmsuimisisvs i sasusrvvsasivs 243

Years before Sinking: The Portrait of Yu Dafu in His
Autobiographical Sketches, Lim Buan Chay............coccvvennnn.. 271

The Hanyu Pinyin and the Teachmg of Chinese: A Social
Linguistic Perspective, Ong Tee Wah .......cccococciiniiiniiinnn. 297



