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Preface

Sun Weiguo

The thirty-year implementation of Reform and Opening Policy is the time people open their minds as well as culture
booms and innovates. At this special moment, the study and recollection of Lu Xun, a master of literature in China, is full of
significance.

Lu Xun is the banner of culture, that is, his work directed the development of Chinese New Culture. In the grim and grave
situation, he faced up to reality with a decisive revolutionary faith and thorough open mind. Using his words as a special
weapon, Lu Xun broke the shackles of feudal thoughts, rushed out the cage of old society, woke the painstaking people and

helped them to find a new life. Lu Xun was a gravedigger of Old Culture and the guidon of New Culture. Now, we are =

confronting a wide and profound social transformation. In the new age, our culture workers should model on Lu Xun to

r party and ﬁpeopie:a'nd strike up the main tune of socialism with high respopsibility. Meanwhile,

pi}it and enforce cohéfence and confidence of our whole people, with profoimd ideas.
Ly Xun is our model of innovation. He succeeded “tradition” creatively in his “anti-tradition” action, that is, he introduced
new concepts into “tradition” when absorbing foreign cultures. The reason why his works can be regarded as spirit food is his
independent thought and “takelism”. The independent thought means innovation of conception. Also trying his best to spread
new concepts in the deep feudal nation is an innovation of culture, which also needs independent personality and brave
practice. “Takelism” indicates Lu Xun’s spirit, personality, tolerance and view. Today, we need more independent thoughts, to
absorb useful cultures from various fields and initiate a new phase of culture construction by innovative spirit.

Lu Xun is a fortune of Hongkou district. He is immortal, who spent his last ten years, the most exciting life, in this district.
Lu Xun left countless tracks, which becomes precious spiritual fortune of our district. We shall further explore, abstract and
promote his spirit. We shall connect the spirit with life practice. Last but not least, we shall also connect the spirit promotion
with core value system of socialism construction, to gradually broaden the influence of culture brand, “Lu Xun”, and continu-

ously push forward culture development and progress in our district.
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Preface

Chen Sihe

{ Hongkou District in Shanghai is located on the north shore of the Huangpu River and a passway toward the East China Sea.
In the past, fishmen passed by and ventured into the sea to face their fates. Today, the Temple of Xiahai (lit. going down to the
ocean, a term also used to describe intellectuals or officials venturing into the market place), which was built long time ago to
host deities that would provide protection for the fishmen, still stands to receive people’s prayers and to witness modern trans-
formations of the area. The great man Lu Xun also chose to “going down to the ocean” in the latter half of his life when he
, settled in Hongkou, having sojourned in the north (Beijing) and the south (Guangzhou). Giving up high posts in the Education
Ministry and university professorship, Lu Xun chose to live a modern life by establishing his own nuclear family and providing
for it by freelancing. In pursuit of noble ideals, he wrpte critical essays, initiated the Chinese Freedom Movement Alliance,

translated a few volumes of Marxist\YWOfks»erm Rus,sian,'énd led the leftwing culttl,raltmdi‘re'nient.‘ Lu Xun enb sdied the‘hoble

,qliélity of the Chinese nation s depéﬁde in thought, criti oward various -pqwéf-abﬁsef

Lu Xun’s residence nearby, have ma

great man to rest in peace forever.

Black Water Studio

(Translation, Jiang Jin)




Bl (1881—1936) JR & R A, £ A , BT 452
BB (1881-1936) : A4 JE# A 1 F . HHTHEHLO A\ G

Lu Xun (1881-1936), originally named Zhou Shuren with the
courtesy name Yucai, was born in Shaoxin, Zhejiang Province
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Lu Xun was the chief commander of the Revolution of Chinese Cul-

ture. He was not only a great liberator, but also a great thinker and a great
revolutionist. Lu Xun was unyielding. He showed no hint of slavishness
and obsequiousness. This is the most valuable character for people
living in the colonies and semi-colonies. In the cultural front, he repre-
sented the great majority of the nation, who were the most upright, most
fearless, most resolute, most faithful, most enthusiastic and unprec-
edented national heroes breaching and storming enemy citadel. Lu
Xun’s direction should be the direction that the new culture of the Chi-

nese nation pursues.

On New Democracy by Mao Zedong
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