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Preface

| could never have imagined the depth of my emotions as | sit writing this pref-
ace, with the published book in front of me. This book embodies the realization of
three of my greatest aspirations, the first being my deep nostalgic and profound love
for Beijing becoming tangibly expressed through its publication. Secondly, | have
been able to proudly introduce Beijing to people around the world and so encourage
an understanding of Beijing’s rich culture and its long histary, as well as enabling my
own contribution to its history. | hope that when people wish to find out more about
Beijing, they are able to open this book to find the answer. Last but not least, this
book was co - written by my father, who for decades has tirelessly explored this pro-
ject, and so inspired me to join him in this exciting challenge. This is truly a meaning-
ful piece of work, which we are proud to have completed together.

As long as | can remember, | have been visiting the streets and alleys with my
father, searing for the stories that have shaped this ancient city, as well as researc-
hing the relevant materials. This book describes numercus streets and districts of Bei-
jing; their history, geography and cultural perspective. Through detailed explana-
tions, it gives an account of the landmarks, historic monuments, celebrity footprints
and rich cultural deposition of the city. Within these pages the strong sense of history
of the people in Beijing feel and reproduce is thoroughly and meticulously depicted,
and the book is an excellent choice for anyone with a desire for a complete and com-
prehensive understanding of Beijing. The city is ever changing, and she will con-
stantly surprise you. This book is written from the perspective of two different genera-
tions and tells the history of the ancient capital, as well as the changes taking place
today.

Beijing is like an extensive book; the more you read, the more endless charm
you can feel. With more than 3000 years of founding history and more than 850 years
of capital history, Beijing has cultivated a unique and irreplaceable historical status,
which continues on today. This book is only one wave from the vast sea of Beijing’s
culture and history.

After many years of accumulating information and writing, this book is finally
completed and is ready to be shared. By introducing this book, | hope friends from
all over the world can learn and have a better understanding of Beijing |

Sunny Chen
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