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50 STATE QUARTERS”® PROGRAM

1999 trough 2008 Celebration of the States

On December 1, 1997, President Clinton signed “The 50 States Commemorative Coin
Program Act.” It allowed the redesign of the reverse side of the quarter dollar in order to pay
tribute to the states and people that make our nation what it is today. Each state chose a
distinctive design showcasing its unique history, culture, people, natural resources,
innovation and technology. The ultimate purpose of this program was to promote the diffusion
of knowledge among the youth of the United States about the individual states, their history,
and the rich diversity of the national heritage.

This was a 10-year program, beginning in 1999 and ending in 2008. Each year, five new
quarters were released with distinctive designs honoring each of the five states. These
statehood quarters were released in the order each state joined the Union.

The process of program implementation included the following:

. Submitting a legislation bill,

. Public hearing,

. Passing the bill,

. Feasibility study,

5. President’s approval,

6. Design selection procedures, and
7. Manufacturing stipulations.

B WN -

Every state was determined to take advantage of this opportunity to show their pride in the
beauty of their land, their accomplishments in the past, and their aspirations for the future.
Participation in the design selection process was overwhelming. Thousands of theme designs
were submitted by millions of average citizens, from school children, experts and scholars, to
government officials. After numerous rounds of selection and consultation, each winning
design was concise in narration and profound in significance.

The 50 State Quarters®Program is the most successful program in the history of the United

States Mint. Inside this book, you not only find stories about the majestic beauty of the land,
but also stories of striking importance about the formation and progression of this Nation.
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50 State Quarters® Design
Evaluation Process

Treasury Secretary Rubin provided details on the design selection process to all 50 governors
on January 9, 1998. The U.S. Mint announced on March 11, 2003 the revised process as
follows.

Stage 1 The United States Mint will initiate the formal state design process by contacting the
state governor approximately 24 months prior to the beginning of the year in which
the state will be honored. The governor, or such other state officials or group as the
state may designate, will appoint an individual to serve as the state’s liaison to the
United States Mint for this program.

Stage 2 The state will conduct a concept selection process as determined by the state. The
state will provide to the United States Mint at least three, but no more than five,
different concepts or themes emblematic of the state; each concept or theme will be
in narrative format. The narrative must explain why the concept is emblematic of the
state and what the concept represents to the state’s citizens. A narrative that merely
describes a particular design is not acceptable.

Stage 3 Based on the narratives, the United States Mint will produce original artwork of the
concepts, focusing on aesthetic beauty, historical accuracy, appropriateness and
coinability. If the state has not provided at least three concepts, the United States
Mint may produce additional concepts for the state.

Stage 4 The United States Mint will contact the state to collaborate on the artwork. The state
will appoint an historian, or other responsible officials or experts, to participate in
this collaboration to ensure historical accuracy and proper state representation of the
artwork. The United States Mint will refine the artwork before forwarding it to the
advisory bodies.

Stage 5 The Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts will
review the candidate designs and make recommendations, and the United States
Mint may make changes to address such recommendations.
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Stage 6 The United States Mint will present the candidate designs to the Secretary of the
Treasury for review and approval.

Stage 7 The United States Mint will return to the state all candidate designs approved by the
Secretary of the Treasury.

Stage 8 From among the designs approved by the Secretary, the state will recommend the
final design through a process determined by the state, within a time frame specified
by the United States Mint.

Stage 9 The United States Mint will present the state’s recommended design to the Secretary
for final approval.
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The Delaware quarter, depicting the historic horseback ride of Caesar Rodney, galloped onto
the scene as it kicked off the much anticipated United States Mint’s 50 State Quarters®
Program.

Caesar Rodney was a delegate to the Continental Congress. On July 1, 1776, despite
suffering from asthma and cancer, Rodney set off on the 80-mile journey to Philadelphia
withstanding thundershowers and a severe summer heat wave. The next day, he arrived at
Independence Hall just in time to cast the deciding vote in favor of our nation’s
independence. This native of Dover has also held more public offices than any other
Delaware citizen. In addition to being an extremely dedicated delegate, Rodney was also a
soldier, judge, and speaker of Delaware’s Assembly.

Through an Executive Order issued by Delaware Governor Thomas R. Carper on February 2,
1998, state residents were encouraged to submit quarter design concepts to the Delaware
Arts Council. The Council received over 300 submissions. With the governor’s approval, the
Council forwarded several concepts to the United States Mint for review and execution of
drawings. From there, three selected designs were reviewed and approved by the Citizens
Commemorative Coin Advisory Committee, the Fine Arts Commission, and the Secretary of
the Treasury. Next, the governor’s office conducted a telephone and e-mail opinion poll.
Caesar Rodney received 948 of the 1,519 total votes. The quill pen and parchment and the
allegorical “Lady Liberty” designs received 336 and 235 votes, respectively. Friday, June
12, 1998, the Caesar Rodney selection for the Delaware quarter was made public at a press
briefing in Dover, DE. An art and drama teacher, fittingly employed at Caesar Rodney High
School, submitted the selected design concept.
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The Pennsylvania quarter, the second coin in the 50 State Quarters® Program, depicts the
statue  “Commonwealth,” an outline of the state, the state motto, and a keystone. This design

was chosen to further help educate people about the origins of our second state, founded on
December 12, 1787.

The statue “Commonwealth,” designed by New York sculptor Roland Hinton Perry, is a
bronze-gilded 14°6” high female form that has topped Pennsylvania’s state capitol dome in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania since May 25, 1905. Her right arm extends in kindness and her left
arm grasps a ribbon mace to symbolize justice. The image of the keystone honors the states
nickname, “The Keystone State.” At a Jefferson Republican victory rally in October 1802,
Pennsylvania was toasted as  “the keystone in the federal union.” The modern persistence of
this designation is justified in view of the key position of Pennsylvania in the economic,
social, and political development of the United States.

Selections for the Pennsylvania circulating quarter began on January 30,1998. Pennsylvania
Governor Tom Ridge issued a proclamation establishing a Commemorative Quarter
Committee to review possible designs. The 14-member committee included representatives
from major cultural, conservation, travel, and tourism organizations; a teacher; a high school
student; the president of the state Numismatic Society; and the state treasurer. The governor
invited all Pennsylvanians to submit design concepts to the committee - and received more
than 5,300 ideas. The committee reached consensus on their recommendations, and the
governor forwarded five preferred concepts to the United States Mint. Four of the designs
were recommended by the Citizens Commemorative Coin Advisory Committee and the Fine
Arts Commission and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. From these final four
candidates, the governor chose the current design to represent Pennsylvania in the 50 State
Quarters® Program.
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The New Jersey quarter, the third coin in the 50 State Quarters ® Program, depicts General
George Washington and members of the Colonial Army crossing the Delaware River en route
to very important victories during the Revolutionary War. The design is based on the 1851
painting by Emmanuel Leutze, “Washington Crossing the Delaware,” which currently hangs
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.

It was a cold Christmas night in 1776 and the Delaware River was frozen in many places.
General George Washington calculated the enemy would not be expecting an assault in this
kind of weather. He and his soldiers courageously crossed the Delaware River into Trenton,
NJ. Using surprise as their greatest weapon, Washington’s army captured over 900 prisoners
and secured the town. Later that night, his army continued towards Princeton, NJ, again
taking the enemy by surprise. These two victories proved very important to his army as they
gave the soldiers courage, hope, and newfound confidence. The ammunition, food and other
supplies confiscated from their captives also helped them survive the brutal winter of 1777.

The selection process for the New Jersey quarter began November 17, 1997, when Assembly
Joint Resolution Number 68 was passed to establish the New Jersey Commemorative Coin
Design Commission. The 15 members of the Commission were selected for their backgrounds
in history, art, and numismatics. The Commission chose five design concepts for execution
into drawings by the United States Mint’s engravers. After consultation with the Citizens
Commemorative Coin Advisory Committee, the Fine Arts Commission, and approval by the
Secretary of the Treasury, three of these designs were returned to New Jersey Governor,
Christine Todd Whitman, for the final design selection. With her approval, the Commission
chose the “Washington Crossing the Delaware” design, creating the first circulating coin to
feature George Washington on both the obverse and reverse sides.
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