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FOREWORD

in-Chun Shen was born in China in 1934 into a family with a great

horticultural tradition. His late father Yuan-Ru Shen was well known in
China as a highly respected authority in the field of horticulture. Yin-Chun
Shen, now known as Y. C. Shen in the United States, has followed faithfully
in the footsteps of his father, studying camellias, azaleas, orchids, penzai and
penjing. He has written multiple books on horticulture which were published
in China:Cultivation Arts in Miniature Pots in 1981, Orchid, in 1984, Azalea,
in 1985. An article, Master of Miniature, about Y. C. Shen was published in the
July 1986 issue of The Garden, the journal of the Royal Horticultural Society.

After his arrival in the United States, Y. C. co-authored The Chinese Art of
Bonsai & Potted Landscapes which was published in 1991. In 2004 he wrote
The Illustrated Encyclopedia of the World Famous Azaleas. Y. C. Shen has
also written several articles including: Camellias in China Today in Camellia
News, the journal of The Australian Camellia Research Society (No.165-Winter 2004) and A Brief History of
Camellias in China in The Camellia Journal of the American Camellia Society (September 2003).

As a Chinese American, Y. C. Shen's interest in camellia research has increased. I first met Y. C. when I was
President of our Peninsula Camellia Society. He attended our local show with expressed interest in studying
and photographing local camellia hybrids. While at the show, I introduced Y. C. to two past Presidents of the
American Camellia Society, Bob Ehrhart and Art Gonos. I was impressed by Y. C.'s sincere interest in studying
camellias as well as his interest in what camellia attributes were valued in the United States. Over many years
Y. C. has taken and selected thousands of photographs of different species and cultivars of camellias. He has
also maintaining contact with the international horticultural community of experts in order to gain the most
comprehensive knowledge available on camellias.

Three years ago Y. C. began to draft Camellias and obtained encouragement and support from many well
known experts in seven countries.

This book contains a detailed introduction to the ancient records of Chinese camellia culture and history, an
introduction to the history of the development of western camellias, and an introduction to the traditional
camellias found in Europe, America, Australia and New Zealand. This book not only brings new knowledge to
the horticultural world but also promotes the collaboration of East and West in the form of cultural exchange.

As President of the American Camellia Society [ wish to introduce the people of China to our organization
and welcome them to join so that they can learn about camellias grown in the United States. Among these
camellias are hybrids developed over many decades by a long list of well known U. S. hybridizers. The
American Camellia Society is a national membership society promoting the enjoyment and knowledge of
camellias, providing education and research, and featuring publications which include The American Camellia
Yearbook, The Camellia Journal, published quarterly, and a new website www. americancamellias.org. Once
you have joined our organization online or through headquarters(The American Camellia Society, 100 Massee
Lane, Fort Valley, GA 31030), you will have access to all of the historic articles and images in our library of
publications on the website. We welcome your membership.

Darkana Codlas 17;73«._

President, American Camellia Society
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