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SUMMARY

SUMMARY

Lu’s community covenant in North Song Dynasty is the earliest
community covenant in Chinese history, with its origin traced back to
the Ritual to Learning Regulations in the Ritual of the Chou Dynasty
(Zhouli ). The development of community covenants reached its height
of splendor in Ming Dynasty, when the theory and the practice of Song’
s community covenants were improved. In Ming Dynasty, the theory of
community covenants was fully completed by Huang Zuo, Zhang Huang,
Lu Kun, Liu Zong Zhou, Lu Shi Yi, etc. who based themselves on earlier
achievements of community covenants and their own social and political
ideas, and proposed the new conception of combining community
covenants with Bao-jia system, the Charitable Granary and community
schools. In practice, community covenants in Ming Dynasty expanded
from local regions to the whole nation and were converted from civilian
covenants to governmental laws. This conversion brought about the
great change in the nature of community covenants—they were no
longer voluntary civilian organizations but tools for official governance.
The consequence of the official control of community covenants was
the appearance of various disadvantages.

Compared with those in Ming Dynasty, community covenants in
Qing Dynasty suffered a major drawback. There was hardly any
renovation in the theory of community covenants in Qing Dynasty.
Although Zhang Bo Xing’s proposal that community covenants and Bao-

jia system be implemented with the Charitable Granary as the lead was
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novel in itself, it had no influence on the practice of community
covenants. In practice, community covenants strongly promoted by the
emperor of each period were preached as imperial edicts and were not
anything like Lu’s covenant in nature, thus having basically no relation
with Bao-jia system, Charitable Granary or community schools. This kind
of teaching was empty, formalistic and lacking in material basis, and it
followed Ming’ s community covenants to become tools for official
governance. More defects showed up than those of Ming’s covenants.
However, the establishment of Jiangsu Community Covenants Bureau
was one of the few laudable cases in the practice of Qing’s community
covenants, though it could not reverse the gradual decline of them as a
whole.

In this essay, the author systematically illustrates the development
process of both the theory and the practice of community covenants in
Ming and Qing Dynasties through deeper analysis on typical case studies,
as well as introduces the origin of the community covenant and its
development in Song Dynasty. According to the essay, because
community covenants in Ming and Qing Dynasties deviated from the
track of Lu’ s community covenant and became the tools for feudal
dynasties to control the people by going further away from the
civilianization and independence of Lu’s covenant, they lowered their
position and brought about the officialization of their leaders,their defects
grew more serious and the teaching effect worsened, all of which
contributed to their final and destined retreat together with the feudal
dynasties from the stage of history. Meanwhile, the author also gives an
objective analysis and comment on the differences and connections
between community covenants and local rules and regulations, on the
function and property of Ming’s and Qing’s community covenants, and

their roles and defects in history.
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