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Cognitive Linguistic Analysis of Japanese Metaphors

Metaphor is widely used in the Japanese language. A metaphor, which involves
simultaneously two objects or concepts with similar characteristics, enables
people to comprehend various complex or abstract ideas and examine the nature
of things from new perspectives. However, what makes a metaphor in Japanese
really effective is not its surface language structure, but rather the metaphorical
conception at the level of people’s thinking or cognition. Thus, a metaphor in
the Japanese language possesses remarkable cognitive features, and is a
reflection of the generality of metaphorical thinking of Japanese people. This
generality , in turn, determines the systematicality of metaphors in Japanese. In
accordance with the views of cognitive linguistics, all metaphorical phenomena

in the Japanese language can be categorized as conceptual metaphors.

Keywords: metaphor; cognition; similarity; systematicality; category of cognitive science
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