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Abstract

The major role of this book is Yicyu people, a little ethnic
group with a population about 23000. They are looked as a branch
of Hani minority by chinese government. According to their
legends, they originally lived in a village besides the Dianchi Lake,
near the position tilat nowadays is Kunming city, the capital of
Yunnan Province. After being defeated by other ethnic groups, they
moved south and crossed the Honghe River. Yicyu is the name of
the common masculine ancestor of all Yiycu people. He was born in
the place where his descendants setiled down and never migrated
again, the big mountains of Honghe Country, Yunnan Province. So
Yicyu people call themselves Yicyu.

Two characteristics make Yicyu famous. One is the lihhahha.
The first marriages of most Yicyu are arranged by their parents when
they are young, even still in their childhoods. This time, the
parents have the obligation to pay the bride-price, which is very
high compared with their living level, for their sons. After
marriage, the husband and the wife don’t live together, they live
still with their own parents. The wife has to visit her husband’s
house once per twelve days until giving birth. This wife’s life of
visiting is called lihhahha.

The other is kuzhazha, a festival at the beginning of the rainy
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season. Yicyu isn’t the unique ethnic group who has the festival
named kuzhazha or almost the same in this period. But the
kuzhazha of Yicyu is very particular, far more different from the
kuzhazha of other ethnic groups. For Yicyu people, kuzhazha is a
carnival big. They dress up and masquerade, more fantastic more
valued by the people. The man often wears woman’s cloth. Besides
dancing and singing within a single village, some villages will
organize a team and visit other villages one by one, to display
themselves and dance in those villages. Their dance is like modern
disco, fast and unrestrainedly with the exciting rhythms of drum. In
the dancing, they often simulate sexual intercourse in the public for
hoping the increase of population, rice, livestock, fowl, and money
etc. Fertility is the dream of Yicyu.

This book principally describes the kinship of Yicyu, and also
intends to give a whole picture of Yicyu social life. The research is
based on the CAI Hua’s theory, and eventually arrives at the
following main conclusions. First, Yicyu society is patrilineage.
There are three patrilineal kin groups, from big to small: clan
(cutu) , patrilineage (gibe) and sub-patrilineage (gibossa). The
sexual intercourse within a patrilineage is strictly prohibited, the
marriage but not sexual intercourse within a clan is also prohibited.
Second, in Yicyu’s culture, the mother’s brother, including his
patrilineal masculine descents ( awyu) is very important to the
nephew (ssayii). He must respect his mother’s brother, sometimes
more than his own father. It dosen’l allow a women marry a member

of her mother’s brother's sub-patrilineage and exchange marriage
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between two sub-patrilineage. So it will not occur that two sub-
patrilineages become the mother’s brother’s group each other.
Third, During likhahha, the wife has the right to have sexual
intercourse with any man she likes. But in the end, most of Yicyu
have only twice marriages. Because if a man wants to marry a
married woman, he must pay no less than the husband of the
woman has paid, frequently much higher. The high bride-price
increases the difficulty of remarriage, and preserves the sieadiness

of society.
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