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Chapter One

The Introduction of America




1. The Geography of United States
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The United States, the fourth largest country in the world, has established a highly developed national
economy since it won independence 200 years ago. Many sociologists and economists have done strenuous
work in trying to analyze the contributing factors to the success, but their conclusions often vary greatly
because they view the problem from different perspectives. The only indisputable factor, perhaps, stems from
(EJ5 T the generosity of nature, which provides Americans with a large piece of fertile land sandwiched
between two large oceans. It is widely acknowledged that a nation's economic development depends on, to
a certain extent, what kind of geography. When American economy rested mainly onC T, &K # T-)
agriculture years ago, the importance of geography was even more obvious. This promoted some Americans
to describe their country as a "land of opportunity". An American poet claims "Heaven and earth have never

agreed better to frame a place for man's habitation".
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The full name of the United States of American is sometimes abbreviated to the United States, or just
to American. Mainland American is situated in the south of North American, mainly within the northern
temperate zone. American has two land neighbors: Canada to the north and Mexico to the south. The
boundary line between Canada and American, some 6000 kilometers long, runs along the 49th parallel in the
west and then through four of the five Great Lakes, ending at the Atlantic Coast. The boundary between
American and Canada is open and undefended. To the south of the United States lie Mexico and the Gulf of
Mexico( 5 VG 55 ). The boundary line between American and Mexico, about 3000 kilometers long,
starts from the mouth of the Rio Grande River, continues through the lower reaches of the river and finally
ends at the Pacific Seashore. The U.S. Government has established some checkpoints (£ #5354 , £ £
5 )along its border with Mexico. The purpose is to prevent drug traffickers and illegal immigrants from
stealing into American. According to official reports, more than 300 Mexican migrants died crossing the U.
S. - Mexico border in 2003. The main cause of death was dehydration (Jii7K, 52278 or expo-
sure in the desert in southern Arizona( 3 [E YEA|Z£ AR M), which has become the main migration route.
Others drowned in the Rio Grande River that divides Texas (& [E 15 52 5% M ) and Mexico, or per-
ished in car crashes in unsuccessful attempts at "border running" or trying to outrun border patrol agents (31
Bl X432 BA Jon rural highways and freeways.

On the west, the United States borders on the Pacific Ocean( X 1~ ), which provides convenient sea
routes for America's foreign trade with the Far East. To the east of America lies the large Atlantic Ocean(_\ P
¥ dwhich witnessed numerous European immigrants sailing to their dreamland in the New World. The Atlantic
is still the most important sea route from America to Europe and the Middle East.

The United States consists of 50 states with a total area of ab ign square kilometers. Two of

the 50 states are separated from the continental United States. Alas!
N2, which faces Russia across the 80-kilometer wide Bering Strait( 14
k), is separated frém mainland América by Canada while Hawaii( 3¢ [
BB lies about 3200 kilometers awéy to the west and in the Paciﬁé Ocean.
Besides the 50 states, the United States also includes a number of overseas
territories. The main ones are Guam (2% & ), Puerto Rico (%225
), and the Virgin Island (4K 5 RERS).

Mainland America extends about 5000 kilometers from east to west,

and some 2500 kilometers from south to north. Its coastline is about
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20000 kilometers. Even with modern highways and high-powered cars, itis still

a time consuming drive for people from the east to travel to the Far West.
America's position on the globe and its relative position in relation to other

countries both provide advantage for the country in its development. Mainland

American, lying within the northern temperate zone, grows rich agricultural

products. The long coastline with many harbors and inlets not only provides
favorable conditions for foreign trade and the fishing industry, but also brings
much of the country within the influence of the oceanic air mass. America has no
land neighbor that is strong enough to pose a threat to its security. This relieves the
United States of the burden of maintaining a large frontier army along its border. As
amatter of fact, Canada has been America's most important trading partner and the trade between America and
Mexico is also climbing. The three nations have approved the North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).
The door is open for wider cooperation based on mutual benefit.

o [ (1 M BEAR 35 %o 20 5 R (1) AR AT Y 2 S AR BAY - A T bl Ay, AR K2R
e = ARZ R LA IO 1 L HAB B SR S B B HL e Rtk AR F . 4b, JEIEM A £ 5t
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% establish

VLS, G057 65T, UESE, IAA]
adj.establish able

n.establisher

establish oneself in

ERET, fE kP

% independence

nBOT, 4
BN BT, B L
independence in judgement
ST AW (i )

* sociologist
NI RALEE
Sociology
n.tLoxtF

% strenuous
adj. BRI, 5 A, AN

a long strenuous march

AR & AT %

strenuously

adv. ff A ith

% analyze

ve AT,

% contribute

vi.dRik(to); A, ek, #ika
contribute to the Red Cross

B 4L+ F 2 4R

contribute to a literary journal
8] 302 A S A

% conclusion

RALE 3

5, 1 37.(of; on); fiE 4 7

n L5 SRR YoE: HEW: ARal
false conclusion {45
inductive conclusion | [Z9#ft
* perspective

VRO, w7k, s, s, IR S

see thing in perspective
IE i i WL %2 Fi 4
a perspective of lakes and hills
TP us=y
% acknowledge
vt.Lh- R B, il RRiER B
NHIHCE), A5 55)
acknowledge the applause i 4%
% promote
L R4, 32T, SR, ST A
be promoted (to be [to the rank

of]) first mate #%4¢ 0 A

vt it it

% opportunity

n.HlZs, BHL

* frame

n. g5k, PRk

ve bk, BT, E S, BE
n. i, 1, HEAL

% abbreviate

veoTTBE, AN, 4675 4k

The United States of America is
commonly abbreviated to U.S.A..
A L5 AR TR H A A ULS.AL.
abbreviated

adj 4@ xa 1, k2 /ME, WIE N
% perish

VILBUK, K1 AE R M, R
The city perished in an earthquake.
KA — IR K
Perisher
CNEL RS NS S
% convenient

adj fE R, iGN, BRI
When would it be convenient for

you to go? fRAF A M 3z e ?

T, ik

We must arrange a convenient time

and place for the meeting.
FAT 20
j’L Ll 1 s

AN IS

I G 0 A I 1)

(4]
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2. Surface Regions and Landforms
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The landforms of America vary from place to place. Mainland America can be generally divided into three
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basic geographical areas or surface regions: the Atlantic Seacoast and the Appalachian Mountains( ] £ 47
B LK) in the east; the great Mississippi River Valley in the middle; and the Rockies (&3 111k )

west to the Pacific Ocean. These three surface regions are rough divisions with each having its own diversity

in geography.
@ The Mississippi River Valley

85 PG G LI U7 8 T P 5 LR 20 308 DT E R 1 L ik A — R Py B AR 5T EL 0 3206 L

X [R5 44 100 8 LK, R T AR LA 0% F A 396 88 L BB T340 26 1 L4 800
*c AR RS S B bk, P LN AE VK 4R A B B PR AT, B R A KRR
By ARGy KU o Hb oI bR IS A 1A AR LLKAE RS B A R

The Great Mississippi River Valley consists of the large area be-

tween the Rocky Mountains on the west and the Appala- chian on the

east. The valley covers a distance of some 2000 kilome- ters from east to
west, taking up about half of the continental United States. Rivers ris-
ing in both mountain chains flow toward each other down the sloping

sides of this vast bowl, emptying into the mighty Mississippi River.

. The.northem part of the plain reaches Canada while in the south it borders

: onthﬁ 'Guif of Mexico. Thinly populated the fea- tureless level land of

sediment of the rivers

‘won its mdependence, many frontiersmen
rie into America's richest agricultural
processing center of the United States.
y is called the Great Plains, which can
territory of the Great Plains, including




‘zonaC SEFIZASM), i also world-famous. The Grand Canyon,
ﬂy&;ﬁ)%%«mk’ﬁmmm '

B a1 -

) )

Montana (% K M), Wyoming P4k “ﬂ f‘H) Colorado (%}
FH % M) and New Mexico CHT 55774 &f M), is composed of roll-
ing lands that run north and south through the entire originally covered
with rich prairie grass, but no trees. An example can help show the
natural conditions here. In the 16th century, the Spanish colonists brought
a few young cows and a bull into the Great Plains. By 1870, there were
many million wild cattle wandering and grazing on these wild plains.
Brave cowboys used to round up the white-faced long horn cattle and
drive them to a railway station for sale. Today the area is still acattle
country, although some tracts of land have been turned into agricultural
fields. Open ranges are divided into enclosed ranches. Ranchers are

making efforts to improve cattle strains and grow new types of grass.
® The Rockies West to the Pacific Ocean

To the west of the Great Plain are the Rocky Mountains, known
as "the backbone of the continent" . The Rocky Mountains is well known
for its striking and varied scenery. To protect environment and develop
tourism, the U.S. Government has established 38 national parks here.
Like America's other national parks, nearly 300 in all, these parks are
open to the public and they are in the charge of the Federal Park Service.
Within the parks, there are campgrounds, cabins and motels available to
the approximately 180 million annual tourists. These high mountains,
with their tops of bare rock often capped with snow, stretch all the way
from New Mexico into Wyoming where they are interrupted by a vast
plateau called the Wyoming Basin, which is about 40,000 square
kilometers in size. The whole tremendous system of the mountain chain
includes several mountain ranges.

One of the most famous is the Yellow Stone National Park, which,
with an area of about 9000 square kilometers, is situated in Wyoming. In
this park there are deep canyonsC Kik#+), towering waterfalls, great

* vary

VOB, AR (L AL

vary one's teaching method
CaT Cyas

vary-one's life  ffi‘f i £
*division '
n.grFF, Sr ], gk awl, (EER)f
stir up divisions i 7%

% sloping

adj. R, AR

% featureless

adj. CHRFEI, LI

feature

n. [ %

violi FEALHE; BrEme

vt B % Bl

% display

vt.BRS, REW, BoR

npRgl, ke, BoR, BoRd

% sediment

n.JUEMW), VIR

sediment bowel it

% dramatic

adj. X BASE; TR
dramatic criticism ARFIVES
dramatic performance % i
% frontiersman

n LT fE R, LT &

% prairie

n KHR, Bl dkd it
P-State [RE]IHEHZ &M G
I B 5 42)

% territory

n. 4t W St S,
in the territory [sphere, field,
domain, area] of science and tech-
nology 7ERF2EHA IS A

% slightly

adv. i 43 B0 17—/, i
be slightly wounded 3242454

be slightly deaf #7—fi#%

~

BOUSWY JO UONONPOJIU| Y] auQ Jaidey)




is
&
E7]
'8
1L
i
=5
o
3
&
4
R
ﬁ

nearly 20 kilometers wide between the tops of its steep
CBEWE A, UEZUFY) walls. The water stored be-
hind the Hoover Dam ( #1f# AI1) is piped to
cities nearby, including Los Angeles.

Along the Pacific Coast are the gentler and lower
Coast Ranges which include many forested hills and
lowlands. Between the Coast Ranges and the Sierra
Nevada Mountains ( J#EiA L1k ) and the Cas-
cade Mountains are two great valleys. The southern
valley, more than 800 kilometers long, is called the
Central Valley ('} KIf7}), and the northern
one, Willamette Valley. The two valleys are fertile
regions, dotted with lush {7201, 231D
farms and orchards ( J:[d) that rely on irrigation
for production. Large amounts of fresh fruits pro-
duced here are shipped to markets in America and
Asia. The Central Valley, situated in California, leads
the country in the production of fruits such as

oranges, apricots, and peaches.

@® The Atlantic Seacoast and the
Appalachians

The Atlantic Seacoast, also known as the East-

ern Coastal Plain, is a strip of fairly level country
between the Atlantic and the Appalachians. It is the
country of the first European immigrants and the 13
original states. Broad in the south, about 200
kilometers, the coastal plain narrows towards the
north and gives way to rocky coastlines in New
England. The coastal plain is made of low land and
the tides from the sea can be seen rushing up the
screams for many miles, and so it is also called the
tide-water region. A large part of Georgia and Florida
(i % HLIE ) is low-lying swampy land. The
(R IHEEIHEPE) in
southern Georgia and the Everglades (#Mth, 1

Okefenokee Swamp

#EH)in Southern Florida are huge swamps, which
have become tourist attractions. The Atlantic beaches
are well known for their fine white sand that has
given birth to famous summer playgrounds such as
Atlantic City and Miami Beach.

To the west of the Coastal Plain lies a long
mountain chain known as the Appalachians which
are old mountains with rounded tops and densely-
wooded hills, usually not exceeding an elevation of
800 meters. These mountains run about 3000 kilo-
~ meters from northeast to
. southwest. As the Appa-
i lachian extend towards the
northeast, they replace the
coastal plain gradually and
border on the Atlantic
finally, making the coast-
line rugged (E{EANF
i, UKD and rocky
with a number of fine
deep-water harbors. Partly
because of this geographic




