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Pait One: Listen and S*puz/(
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listening 1

Directions: Listen to the following conversation and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Man: Well, Maggie, it’s really been
interesting . It’d be fun

to get together sometime. N \:\ '
Woman: I'd like that, Bill. What did Y / 4“:_ _ P
you ? R = : -
Man: Well, let’s see. What . do 1 ﬁé{\—_‘{ T
you like doing? Do you like  ? Lt ol s Q
Woman: Well,no. I don’t like that very much, ' ' AR ‘
but I do like getting ) ~when
I can. You know what I really like? I like
lyingaround | doing nothing!
I tryptod 2in5y OU as often as possible during the summer. Do you o
Vian: Well,no. I just go to a pool. There’s a big pool close to . It takes so
long to get to the beach, and it’s always socrowded . Hmm, well—
What sports do you like? I play tennis. Do you?
Woman: Well,er, I ______tennis, but I don’t anymore. I’m more into things like

going to museums, concerts, and

Listening 2

I.Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer.
I.A. Each time in a different city.
B. Mostly in Europe.



REREO

\

In different cities of Greece.
In the capitals of different countries.

o

Mostly in summer.

Usually in winter

Both in summer and winter.
It varies from time to time.
A great variety of events.

A field event only.

A track event only.

Some track and field events.
In 776 BC.

In 766 BC.

In 776 AD.

In 766 AD.

About 4 000

About 40 000

About 14 000

About 400 000

SOWFPUO®PUNRFPUOTF U0

1. Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks.
1. The Olympic Games are held

. The first Olympic Games were held over ago.

2

3. The first recorded Olympic competition was held in an 20 in a valley.

4. In the first modern Olympic Games began in the capital of Greece.

5. The Olympic Games had been held regularly for about 1 200 years before the Games
were prohibited by the Roman emperor in the year

Free Talk

Directions:Answer the following questions.
1.What'’s your favorite sport? Why?
2. Where did the Olympic Games begin?
3. What do the Olympic Games symbolize?



Part Two: Read and Enjoy

section 1

Pre-reading questions:
1.What do you know about the Olympic Games?
2. What event in the Olympics do you like most? Why?

The Olympics

1. The Olympic Games are an international sports competition. In the Olympics, athletes
take part in many different types of sports. Some athletes compete in the Winter Olympics.
Some compete in the Summer Olympics. The Olympic Games are very old and have a very
interesting history. The first Olympic Games were held in Greece in ancient times. They
probably began in the eighth century BC. The contests were held every four years in summer.
The first games lasted for only one day. There was only one contest: a short race. Only
Greek men were allowed to run in the race. No women and no non-Greeks were allowed to
take part. Women were not allowed to watch the race either, or to be anywhere near the
racing area. But the ancient games were stopped in the fourth century AD, when Greece
was ruled by Rome.

2. The Olympics were started again
in the nineteenth century, after Baron
Pierre de Coubertin, a Frenchman,
suggested that it would be good to
have the games again, but not just for
Greek people. De Coubertin orga-
nized a meeting in 1894. Representa-
tives from nine countries went to the
meeting in Paris. They agreed to start
the Olympic Games again in Athens,
Greece in 1896. The Olympic Games
have been held every four years since
1896. However, the games were not held three times — in 1916, 1940 and 1944 — because
of the two world wars.

3. De Coubertin also started a committee to run the Olympics. This committee is called
the International Olympic Committee. It makes the rules for athletes in the Olympics.




4. These rules are very strict. (1) Everyone who would like to be in the Olympics must be
an amateur. They must not have played the sport professionally. (2)There are no age limits.
An athlete can be young or old. (3)No ene can be kept out of the Olympics because of
religion, color, or political ideas. (4)Only people who were born in a particular country can
represent that country in the Games. (5)In each
event, each country can have only three en-
tries in the summer games, and four entries in
the winter. These rules help to make sure that
everyone has the same chance of winning.

5. The events and games are of several dif-
ferent types. There are individual contests,
where each athlete competes alone. To win this
type of contest, one athlete must be better,
faster, or stronger than other athletes. Some
examples of individual sports are swimming,
running, and walkmg races. In a second group of events and games, three or four athletes
work as a group. These contests are usually races, and the fastest group wins. For these
small groups, there are relay races in running and swimming in summer, and relays in
skiing in winter. In a third group of games, teams from each country compete in sports. For
teams, there are many kinds of games. They play games such as basketball, football, and
volleyball. To win these games, one team must have a higher score than the other team. The
athletes must usually be able to catch, throw, hit, or kick a ball very well to win.

6. For an amateur athlete, winning in the Olympics is a great achievement. The Games are
not easy to win, whether an athlete competes in the summer or in the winter. There are
many excellent athletes who compete alone, in small groups or in teams. An athlete who
wins the Olympics is the best in the world.

7. The well-known Olympic ﬂa g is white with five connected rings in the center with
colors: blue, yellow, black, green and red. It represents the union of all the five continents.

8. The Olympic Games have a spirit of understanding, friendship and fairness between
the nations. Athletes from different countries play games together and this provides them
with good chances to learn to live together. The friendly feelings in the Olympic Village
make people think of the world as one big family.

9. Since new Chma participated in the Olympics 1984, Chinese athletes have gained
about one hundred golden models. It symbolizes our country becomes stronger and stronger.

It is particularly worth mentioning that we have got the bid to hold the 2008 Olympics by

great efforts in July 13, 2001. It is a great achievement for the Chinese.




