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Learning Strategies

Text A )

il ailul —®

Motivation

By Jeremy Harmer

hy are some students successful at lan-
guage learning while others are not? If
we knew the answer to that question the job of
teaching and learning a language would be easy.
We don’t, of course, but we can point to a number

of factors which seem to have a strong effect on a

student’s success or failure. &

People involved in language teaching often say that students who really want to
learn will succeed whatever the circumstances in which they study. All teachers
can think of situations in which certain “motivated” students do significantly better
than their peers; students frequently succeed in what appear to be unfavorable con-
ditions; they succeed despite using methods which experts consider unsatisfactory.
In the face of such phenomena it seems reasonable to suggest that the motivation
that students bring to class is the biggest single factor affecting their success.

Motivation is some kind of internal drive that encourages somebody to pursue
a course of action. If we perceive a goal and if that goal is sufficiently attractive,
we will be strongly motivated to do whatever is necessary to reach that goal. Goals
can be of different types; for example, if we are determined to own a new car or a
house we may work overtime in order to earn the necessary money. If we want to
win a TV general knowledge quiz we may put in incredibly long hours of fact-learning
activity.

Language learners who are motivated perceive goals of various kinds. We can



make a useful distinction between short-term goals and long-term goals. Long-term
goals might have something to do with a wish to get a better job at some future
date, or a desire to be able to communicate with members of a target language
community. Short-term goals might include such things as wanting to pass an end-
of-semester test or wanting to finish a unit in a book.

In general, strongly motivated students with long-term goals are probably easier
to teach than those who have no such goals.

(334 words)
l‘ Study the words and phrases in the box
and fill in the following blanks.
T
~
A) motivation B) distinction C) whatever
D) desire E) motivated F) goal
G) significantly H) short-term 1) peers
J) circumstances K) sufficiently L) pursue
L M) investigations N) perceives 0) factor

Jeremy Harmer points out in The Practice of English Language Teaching
that interest and (1)  can lead a student to his success. He did (2)
among teachers and students and found if a (3) _ student had a long—term
(4) _ in learning English language, he would do (5)  better than his
(6) . Motivation can encourage a student to (7) __ a course of action. If
he (8)  a goal and that goal is (9)  important for him, he will be
strongly motivated to do (10)  1is mecessary to reach that goal.

Read the text again and choose the best answer
rom the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

1) The teachers’ job would not be difficult if they know .
A. how to teach students who have difficulty in language learning
B. why some students are good at language learning
C. the answers to some problems which unsuccessful students always face
D. all the facts mentioned above
2) What does the text mainly tell us?
A. Why some students are successful at language learning while others are not.
B. How to motivate students who have a long-term goal in language learning.

\
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C. Motivation plays an important role in language learning.

D. A student’s motivation is more important than his interest in language learn-
ing.
3) One of the factors which seems to have a strong effect on students’ suc-
cess in language learning is
A. interest
B. a reasonable teaching method in class
C. motivation
D. a goal that students bring to class
4) The author gives us some examples in Para. 3 to indicate that
A. how a person perceives his goal
B. why there are different kinds of goals
C. how a person can be motivated
D. why an attractive goal is important
5) Why are motivated students with long-term goals easier to teach than those
who have no such goals according to the text?
A. Because internal motivation inspires them.
B. Because teachers know they have long-term goals.
C. Because they know they must study well.
D. Because they are more intelligent.

Complete the following sentences by translating
the Chinese given in brackets into English.

1) Parents should pay more attention to their behavior because that would

TEFATAERKHIFE ).
2) Some students succeed in language learning despite
(FRATERAIAHENTIE).
3) With the Internet, we can communicate with people
(HHF &)
circumstance ['so:kemstens] n. 2
pursue [pa'sju:] vt
perceive [pa'siiv] vt
distinction [di'stink[n] n




Text B )
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A Language Teacher’s Personal Opinion
By Will Pidcroft

E very day 1 see advertisements in the newspapers and on the buses
claiming that it is easy to learn English. According to these. advertise-
ments, with very little effort on the student’s part, he will be able to speak the
language fluently in three months or even ten days. There is often a reference to
Shakespeare or Charles Dickens to encourage him even more. When I see advertise-
ments like this, I don’t know whether to laugh or cry. If it were as easy to learn
English as they say, I would have to look for another job, because very few quali-
fied teachers would be needed. But a large number of people must believe these
ridiculous claims, or else the advertisements would not appear.

It is natural for students to be attracted to methods that will teach them as
quickly and efficiently and cheaply as possible. But it is difficult for anyone to ex-
plain in simple language why one method is better than another, and it is no use
pretending that someone has discovered a perfect way of teaching English in every
possible situation. Some experts even argue that there are as many good methods of
teaching a language as there are good teachers, because every teacher is an indi-
vidual with his own personality. No doubt this is true to a certain extent, but it is
not very helpful to students.

There are many old-fashioned people in teaching profession and it is easy for
some experts to tell us how to teach and how to learn, but it is difficult for them
to communicate with the students. For a long time people believed that the only
way to learn a language was to spend a great deal of time in a country where it
was spoken. Of course it is clear that students who go to England to learn English
have a great advantage over others, but a large number of students cannot afford to
do so. Some students go to the opposite extreme and think they can teach them-
selves at home with dictionaries. But it is wrong to assume that each word in
English has a precise equivalent in another
language and vice versa®, and it is impossible
for any translation method to provide students
with the natural forms of a language in speech,
let alone® produce good pronunciation and in-
tonation.

A great deal of teaching is still based on
behaviourist psychology. Behaviourists are fond

1
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of making students repeat phrases and making them do exercises where they con-
tinually have to change one word in a sentence. If we were parrots or chim-
panzees, these methods might be successful. A large number of theorists seem to
think it is a pity we aren’t, because it would make it easier to use their methods.

In my personal opinion, no one can ever learn to speak English or any other
language unless he is interested in it. Human beings, unlike parrots and chim-
panzees, do not like making noises unless they understand what the noises mean
and can relate them to their lives. It is worth remembering that language is a
means of communication. What people want to say and write in another language is
probably very similar to what they want to say and write in their own. What they
listen to and read cannot be a formula. It must be real

There is another relevant point worth mentioning here. We need other people to
talk to and listen to when we communicate. If what we are learning is strange to
us, it will be helpful if there are other students around us who can work with us
and practice the unfamiliar forms with us in real situations, talking to each other
about real life in real language.

(623 words)

Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) , ———— (10 MlkuUTES)

Directions:  You will have 10 minutes to go over Text B quickly and answer the
"questions as follows.

For questions 1-7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in Text B;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in Text B;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in Text B.

For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in Text B.
1. The text mainly describes that different teachers or students use different
teaching or learning methods and learming English well is not an easy job.
(Y N NG)
2. The author would hunt for another job if a large number of people want
to see those ridiculous advertisements appear again.

(Y N NG)
3. Students who succeed in language learning find a right way teachers use.
(Y N NG)

4. It is wrong for teachers to use translation method to teach students.
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(Y N NG
5. If people want to study English well, they must go abroad.
(Y N NG)
6. There are too many old-fashioned people in the teaching profession.
(Y N NG)
7. Many theorists believe that their teaching methods can be used to teach
some animals.
(Y N NG)
8. The author doesn’t agree with teaching based on behaviourist psychology
because
9. The author believes that students who succeed in language learning must
be
10. The purpose for us to learn English is to
claim [kleim] vt. BAR, 2%
qualified ['kwolifaid] a. BA TR, ELN, B
ridiculous [ri'dikjules] a L, T E
personality [ipa:sa’neelati] n AN AR
assume [8'sjuim] vi. BE &R
equivalent [i'’kwivalant] n. A%
intonation [intau'neifn] n. &4, #A
chimpanzee [it[impan'zi:] n. Z2iEx»
NOTEs

i

1. vice versa | Z IR
2. let alone RE,EARA
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Text A )

Princess Diana
By Cherry Gilchrist

“I don’t think many people will want me to be Queen. I do things differently—I
don’t go by® a rule book.”

iana Spencer was the beautiful English princess who

D changed the picture of the Royal Family®. She did
not become the Queen of Britain, but to the people of the
country she did become a “Queen of Hearts”.

She grew up almost next door to the Royal Family. She
didn’t guess that one day she would be a princess too. Prince
Charles was already a young man when she was only a little |
girl. They met at a few parties and married. Diana brought new : _ ‘
colour to the Royal Family, and also to the more serious side -

of her life. She wanted to change things in the world, and she helped many people
through her work for charity.

Sadly, her fairy-tale marriage went wrong, and she learnt to live and work
alone. But she was still so popular that reporters and photographers followed her
everywhere. They were following her car when it crashed in Paris in August 1997.
The accident killed Diana and her new boyfriend, Dodi.

Her life ended when she was 36, but people will remember her for ever.

(201 words)



