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PREFACE

This book was prepared especially for Chinese readers to acquaint them
with one of the Western views concerning the environment and the ethics by
which professionals should treat the environment. It is a compilation of my
work throughout the last decade. With the exception of chapter two part
four, none of this text has been published before. However, some of the
drawings were previously used in my other bocks.

In addition to the introductory part, this book has a three-part struc-
ture. One is the historical past; another is the present; and the third is the
future. In some discussions, the past and present or present and future are
combined.

Ih my view, the strength of this book is its attempt to view the environ-
ment comprehensively, This approach has its strengths and limitations, It ne-
cessitates a broad knowledge of different fields, which. when left to one pro-
fessional may cause the sacrifice of depth of knowledge for breadth of knowl-
edge. It also requires the ability to communicate effectively with other design
team professionals and the sbility to be tolerant of their views and to take
them into serious consideration. The work with a design team offers a chal-
lenge and an opportunity and where the comprehensive view is to be serious-
ly considered.

The creation of this book was a combination of the efforts my lectures in
the classroom, discussions with the students in the classes, discussions with
my colleagues at international conferences, where I presented some of my
thoughts, and the support of my assistants in conducting the research. I am
thankful to them for their contribution,

I would like to thank my editorial assistant, Ms. Sally Atwood, for her
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careful handling of the details related to the test, the bibliographical listing,
sources , and the like. Without her perseverance, this volume would not been
finished on time. My thanks alse goes to Ms. Yue Li, who has drafred most
of the drawings in this book. Thanks go to Ms. Yan Yun Zhang for facilita-
ting the publication of this book and for her support in preparing the earlier
draft of part one for a lecture I presented at the China Academy of Sciences,
upon being awarded the title of Honorary Professor of China Academy of
Sciences.

I am deeply thankful to Penn State University and especially to Dr.
David Shirley, senior vice president for research and dean of the graduate
school, for his financial support that allowed the preparation of this
manuscript. Also to my present dean professor Neil Porterfield and Dr. Ed
Williams, associate dean for research and graduate studies, who supported
my scholarly work for many years, Without their support , this and other
creative work could not have been accomplished.

My thanks also goes to the secretaries of my department, Ms. Linda
Gummo for her patient and careful typing of this volume , and to Ms. Karen
Bair for her support throughout this project.

They all deserve my warm thanks and appreciation.

Last but not least, I am thankful to Mr. Dalu Wang, vice-director of
Liaoning People” s Publishing House, China, for inviting me to write this
book for his press and publish it in the Chinese language. Since my first visit
to China in 1984 and during my thorough research throughout the country, I
have developed a personal attachment to and deep respect for the Chinese
people and their culture. 1 am proud to present this book as an introduction
of my thanks to the Chinese society for their hospitality and respected cul-
ture. I am also thankful to Ms. Zhe Zhang for her translation of the book,
to Ms. Xiaomin Ni for her partial translation of the book,and to Mr. Ai Shen

for his editorial work.

Gideon 8. Golany
Distinguished Professor of Urban Design



The Pennsylvania State University
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