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Answer these questions:

1. What do you know about Harry Potter?
2. Is Harry Potter a real person?

3. How many Harry Potter books are there?




i1 Who Is J.K. Rowling? ’

J.K. Rowling is the author of the Harry Potter books. J.K.’s
name is Joanne Kathleen. She was born in 1965 in a small town
near Bristol, England. Joanne lived with her parents and her
sister. The Rowling family was not rich. Joanne did not go to
special schools. She was a quiet child. She loved to read and
write stories. Joanne went to Exeter University, and she finished
in 1987. She worked in different offices. In her free time, she
wrote more stories.

In 1990, Joanne’s mother died. Joanne was sad, and she
wanted to leave England. She saw a job in the newspaper for an

~ English teacher. The job was in Portugal. She had an interview,
~ and she got the job. In Portugal, Joanne married a Portuguese

man. The next year, Joanne had a daughter, but she was not
happy in her marriage. She left Portugal with her daughter and
went to live in Edinburgh, Scotland, near her sister.

Life was very difficult for Joanne. She took care of her
daughter. She was alone, and nobody helped her. She had no
money and no job. ‘She lived in a small apartment and began to
write stories again. Joanne first thought about the Harry Potter
story many years ago on a train. Joanne liked to go to a coffee
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shop to write. She sat there for many hours. She drank coffee
and wrote. Her daughter slept beside her.

After five years, Joanne finished writing the first Harry Potter
book. She sent it to many book publishers. They all said that
they didn’t like it. Finally, a publisher liked it, but the publisher
said, “This is a children’s book. Adults won’t read it. You won’t
make a lot of money.”In 1997, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’ s
Stone was in the bookstores. J.K. Rowling was very happy. Her
dream to publish her book came true. The book was famous all
over the world.

Now Harry Potter is in forty-two languages. The publisher
was wrong about one thing: Everyone loves Harry Potter—
children and adults. Over 100 million books were sold in 1999.
Then two Harry Potter books became movies. J.K. Rowling
wrote three more Harry Potter books after that. People all over

——the world want Thore Hafty Potter. And what is J.K. Rowling

doing now? She is writing another book!
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Answer these questions:

1. What do you know about Chinese New Year?

2. When do you celebrate New Year’s Day in
your country?

3. How do you celebrate New Year’s Day?
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- What Are Some Special Rules for
L Chinese New Year?

Chinese New Year is a special holiday. It starts on the first
new moon of the Chinese calendar between January 21 and
February 19. The New Year celebration ends fifteen days later
on the day of the full moon. Chinese New Year is a very old
celebration. The Chinese do something different on each day.
People believe many old superstitions about this holiday. There
are special rules about how people clean and what people /ook
like. There are also rules about how people act.

The Chinese believe that it is very important to have a clean
house on New Year’s Day. They clean the house before New
Year’s Day. Then they put away everything they use to clean.
The Chinese don’t sweep the floor on New Year’s Day. They
think they will sweep away good luck. After New Year’s Day,
they sweep again. First they sweep the dirt from the door to the
middle of the room. Then they sweep the dirt from the middle of
the room to the corners of the room. They leave the dirt there for
five days. On the fifth day, they sweep the dirt to the back door.
The Chinese believe that it is bad luck to sweep the dirt to the
front door. -

-
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The way people look on New Year’s Day is also important.
The Chinese do not wash their hair on New Year’s Day. They
believe they will wash away good luck. People also like to wear
red clothes on New Year’s Day. Red is a bright, happy color. It
will bring good luck for the future.

The Chinese also have superstitions about how people act
on New Year’s Day. Older people give children and unmarried
friends little red envelopes with money inside. The money is for
good luck. People do not say bad or unlucky words. They do not
say the word four because it sounds like the word for death. The
Chinese never talk about death on New Year’s Day. They also
do not talk about the past year. They talk about the new year
and new beginnings.

Today, some Chinese believe in these rules and some do
not.. But many people practice the rules. They are special

—...lraditions. The rtle§"are] part:of Chinese culture and history.
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Answer these questions:

1. Why is Buckingham Palace famous?

2. How many rooms does the palace have?

3. Is Buckingham Palace a home or an office?
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| Where Is Buckingham Palace?

Buckingham Palace is in London, England. Buckingham
Palace was built around 1705. It is famous because Queen
Elizabeth of England lives there. She became queen in 1952.

Buckingham Palace is a big and beautiful building. A flag
flies at the palace. It flies on top of the palace when the queen is
there. Queen Elizabeth and her family live on the second floor of
the palace. The queen also has her office at the palace.
Presidents, kings, and politicians meet with her. Queen Elizabeth
often asks important people to eat dinner at the palace. She also
has three garden parties in the summer. She invites 9,000
people to each party! A lot of people meet the queen.

Buckingham Palace is like a small town. It has a police
station, a hospital, two post offices, a movie theater, a swimming
pool, two sports clubs, a garden, and a lake. The palace has
about 600 rooms. About 400 people work there. Two people
have very unusual jobs. They take care of the clocks. There are
300 clocks in Buckingham Palace!

Queen Elizabeth’s day starts at 7:00 in the morning. Seven
people take care of her. One person prepares her bath, and
another person prepares her clothes. Another person takes care
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