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I . Ancient Bronze Wares

1. Si Mu Wu Ding

After Chinese history entered the age of civilization, bronze ding
(cauldron; tripod) became a mark representing slave-owners’ noble
status and the symbol embodying the rulers’ power.

The bronze ding was in most cases round, with three feet and
two ears or with four feet. The earliest ding was modeled on pottery
ding . The pottery ding was used by ancient people for cooking food
and dishes while the bronze ding was mainly used to contain beef,
mutton and pork when offering sacrifices to gods and ancestors, a
sacrificial vessel exclusively used by slave-owning aristocrats.

At the end of the Shang Dynasty (c. 16th—11th century B.C. ),
the king of Shang indulged himself in seeking pleasure all day long to
the neglect of State affairs. One day he suddenly thought of
commemorating his mother and therefore ordered his slaves to make
a rectangular ding with four feet. Before the making, he had
several hundred slaves killed and offered the blood from the slaves as
a sacrifice to Heaven and Earth and his ancestors, hoping to get
protection therewith.

After the sacrificial ceremony was over, the king of Shang ordered
the slave-owner to supervise the making of the huge ding. Several
hundred slaves were divided into over seventy groups and started
forging with more than seventy crucibles under the scorching sun.
They poured the melted metal into the earthen mould to cast the
main body of the huge ding. Then they further made its feet and
ears and finally assembled the several parts into the huge ding.

Inside the huge ding were cast three Chinese characters “ Si Mu

2
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Wu”, because the name of the king’s mother was “Wu", and the
huge ding was specially made by the king of Shang as a sacrifice to
offer to his mother. That was why it was called “Si Mu Wu ding”.
It was unusually magnificent and exquisite. There were dragon-
head-patterns on its belly and unique decorations on its feet. It had
been buried for several thousand years before it was finally
discovered in the big tomb of the Shang Dynasty by archaeologists in
Wuguan Village, Anyang, Henan Province in 1936.

Among the bronze ding excavated so far in China, the “Si Mu
Wu ding” is the largest one, 133 cm in height, 110 c¢m in caliber,
78 cm in width, and 875 kg in weight. The bronze ware with the
longest inscription of 410 characters on it seen so far is the Mao
Gong ding cast in the Western Zhou Dynasty (c¢. 1100—771 B.
C.). All these show that several thousand years ago, Chinese
copper-smelting technology had already reached a rather high level,
and such magnificent and exquisite huge ding was the crystal of
the wisdom and the blood and sweat of the Chinese laboring
people.

2. Human Face Statues of Ancient People of
Shu Found in Guanghan County

In the summer of 1987, archaeologists discovered more than 70
life-size bronze human face statues in a large pit of sacrifice-offering
of the Shang Dynasty located in Sanxingdui Village, Guanghan
County, Sichuan Province. This discovery shook the whole world
and triggered a global “Sanxingdui fever”.

The bronze human f{ace statues excavated in Sanxingdui Village,
Guanghan County are the earliest bronze statues the world has ever
found so far, which have filled in a gap in ancient China’s casting of
large bronze human statues. The ancient people of Shu (in what is
now Sichuan) left this world-shaking work to us three thousand

years ago.
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The ancient people of Shu who created the world-renowned silk
lived in the west of China’s Sichuan Province. Legend has it that
the founder king of the State of Shu was named “Can Cong”. He
tamed wild silkworms into domestic silkworms and taught people
how to cultivate mulberry trees to feed silkworms, for which he was
worshipped as a god of silkworm. It was said that Leizu, the
ancestress of silk was the daughter of Can Cong. The image of the
god of silkworm as described in historical records was “lengthwise
eye”-featured, so he was regarded as having three eyes. But the
bronze human face statues excavated in Sanxingdui Village,
Guanghan County provided a new explanation to the “lengthwise
eye” . The eyes of the excavated bronze human face statues are very
large, with the eyeballs protruding. The eyes of the exceptionally
large bronze human face statue in particular are exaggeratedly
protrusive, who looks like the image of “a visitor from another
planet”. So some people advanced the opinion that “lengthwise eye”
meant the protrusion of eyes, and the exceptionally large bronze
human face statue was the divine statue of the god of silkworm. As
for the use of the divine statue, public views were divergent.

At the first sight of the bronze human face statues, do they make
you think of anything?

3. Li Gui

Gui was an ancient vessel used for containing cooked food such as
broomcorn millet, millet, rice and sorghum, functioning like the
large bowl of the present day. Li Gui is the earliest bronze ware of
the Western Zhou Dynasty China has ever discovered so far. Its
significance to us is not only that it is an ancient bronze ware, but
also that it is a witness of a major event in Chinese history—the War
of Muye.

On a certain day (the day of Jiazi) of February of a certain year
of the 1 1" century B . C . , King Wu of Zhou led his army formed by
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the allegiant States from all quarters and arrived at Muye, the
suburbs of Chaoge, capital of the Shang Dynasty, where they
launched the final attack on the king of the Shang Dynasty. The
slave soldiers of King Chou of Shang changed sides one after another
in the battlefront, and surrendered to King Wu of Zhou. The Shang
army was completely defeated and King Chou of Shang fled to Lutai
where he committed suicide.

This was a decisive battle in which King Wu of Zhou overthrew
the Shang Dynasty. From then on, the Shang Dynasty with a
standing of nearly 600 years disappeared and the Western Zhou
Dynasty was established. On the matter of when the War of Muye
took place, Shang Shu and Yi Zhou Shu, two pre-Qin historical
books, gave the records that it had taken place on the morning of
the day of “Jiazi”, but historically many people discredited the
statements of these two books. They believed that the writings of
these two books were modern and easy to understand, and their
grammar was in disagreement with the style of the Zhou times,
therefore they could not have been written by people of the Zhou
times. So people had been suspicious of whether the War of Muye
took place on the day of “Jiazi” or not.

One day in March of 1976, a peasant of Lintong County, Shanxi
Province who was digging earth discovered the bronze gui. At the
bottom of Li Gui were four lines of inscriptions, consisting of 32
Chinese characters, which clearly recorded the War of Muye and its
exact date. The rough meaning of the inscriptions is as follows:
King Wu of the Western Zhou went on a punitive expedition against
the Shang Dynasty on the daybreak of the day of “jiazi”. It was on
this very day that King Chou of Shang was defeated and
overthrown. Up to the day of xinwei (the seventh day after jiazi ),
King Wu of Zhou awarded the generals and soldiers who had
performed meritorious service in the war. One of them who was
called Li was granted gold (that is, the modern copper) by the
King . Li felt very proud of himself and cast the bronze gui with the

8
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inscription on it to record the event as a keepsake.

The discovery of Li gui has undoubtedly confirmed the exact date
of the War of Muye, which is in accord with the records of Shang
Shu and Y7 Zhou Shu and proved that what the two historical books
had recorded were well founded. With the excavation of Li gui, the
suspicion people had harbored of the date of the War of Muye
recorded in historical literature was completely dispelled.

Thus the importance of inscriptions on ancient bronze wares to

prove historical events through reflection can be seen from here.

4. Guo Ji Zi Bai Pan

Pan was a water container in ancient China. Pan of the earliest
times was made of pottery, but up to the Shang and Zhou dynasties,
there was the pan made of bronze and its size became bigger and
bigger, the largest one being so large as to be able to serve as a
bathtub. Reputed as one of the three large bronze wares of the
Western Zhou Dynasty, Guo Ji Zi Bai Pan is a large rectangular pan
similar to a modern bathtub, which is the largest water container
among the cultural relics excavated so far in China. At the bottom of
the pan is the inscription of 11 Chinese characters recording its
origin.

During the Zhou Dynasty, a national minority called “Xianyun”
(the ancient Xiongnu; Hsiung-nu; the Huns) in the north often
encroached upon the Central Plain. The prince who was enfeoffed in
Baoji, Shanxi was called Guo Zhong. His third son who was named
Bai was ordered by the King of Zhou to go on an expedition against
the Xianyun and won a great victory. For this the King of Zhou
specially offered a banquet to express his congratulation on Bai’s
success and granted him many weapons in honor of his military
exploits. Guo Ji Zi Bai (Bai the third son of Guo) felt greatly

honored and specially cast a pan as a keepsake . So this treasure was
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