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On the Status of Legal Principles

Liu Yinliang

Abstract The function of the“legal principles” in the jurisprudential
study and the judicial practice and the position of the“legal principles” in
the legal system have been the focus of argument in the jurisprudence and
other bodies of law. The article takes the argument in the field of juris-
prudence as the beginning and demonstrates that the legal principles are
different from the common moral principles and they are the effective legal
norms by means of logical reasoning. The legal principles should be de-
fined as follows. The legal principles take the value of the rule of law as
their normative purposes and they are just the applicable normative proof
in the law. They have two particular natures: the applicable nature of law
and their purpose of the value in the rule of law.

Key Words  principles; rules; law; legal principles; rule of recogni-

tion;value of the rule of law



