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ABSTRACT

The Disposition Theory, which is also called the learning of
disposition, is the theory and the thoughts about human mind and
thoughts. In the Pre—Qtn days, i,e before 221B, C, Chinese Philosophy
mainly focused on human and heaven. However, the center of it is human
but not heaven. as a result, the leaming of disposition has always been
a basic theory of Chinese philosophy. Mencius and Zhuangzi both lived
in the warring States Period. The two great philosophers, though both
had great achievements and skilled in debate and had influences in
their own area, did not have any real debate or discussion. They were in
the same time but did not attach to each other”s theory. However, this
fact dose not weaken the comparativeness between the two .Instead, as
two great philosophy in the same period of time, their thoughts, having
a lot in common and also with their own characteristics , are worth our
comparing, 4

Ever from ancient time, it has been difficult to underst and the theory
of disposition. Works and papers on this topic are numerous. This thesis
only discusses the theory of disposition between Mencius and Zhuangzi
comparatively.

Firstly, this thesis gives a superficial analysis on the research of the
theory of disposition of Mencius and Zhuangzi from the foundation of
new China to nowadays ,and briefly analyze the current research on
the following branches: the logic frame of the theory of Mencius and
Zhuangzi ,the whole construction of Zhuangzi s theory on disposition
, the basic implication of Mencius™ theory that human beings are born
good, and the origin, refining method and the highest exent reached
of Mencius® and Zhuangzi's theory .This topic has been the focus of
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research both in Taiwan and on the mainland and many achievements
have been made. through esearch on deeper and richer impression
of the theory on disposition . But we should notice that there is a lack
of comparative research between the two and that dose not match the
abundant research on the theory. So this thesis talks about the two"s
theories comparatively, aiming to make some contributions from the
perspective of psychology.

Secondly, the writer analyze the Mencius™ moral humanity from four
psychological perspective : the condition of it I,e nature ;the reason
for it : racial procreation , the form of it :potential instinct and the
level of it: society. Then Zhuangzi's natural humanity from three levels:
connotation; integrity; premise: individuality and the structure of it : the
unity among organism, society and spirit . Thus proving that Zhuangzi's
theory absolutely confirms that human beings are born good.

As for the refining method of Mencius and Zhuangzi, the writer
first summarizes the generality of the two: reaching reason by instinct;
reaching of moral by nature and calm by subject. as for the process of it,
the thesisw makes a comparison between Zhuangzi' s ‘sit and forget ‘and
‘aloof sit—in‘supra—humanism, and a comparison between the methods
of Mencius an particular psychological process from the perspective of
psychology.

Speaking of the highest extent of this thesis lie in the summary of
the characteristics of saints and true men and the comparison between it
with that of Maslow"s self—realist. Then compare the ideal and healthy
personality with supra—self—realist with the aim to comprehend the
implication of ideal personality more correctly.

At last, on the basis of the comparison between Mencius™ and
Zhuangzi' s theory, this thesis discusses the significance of it in
modem society. On one hand, it provides theoretical foundation of the
possibility and seli—displinery of moral education and the importance of
environment to moral education. On the other hand, it not only pwrides
modemn people with methods of self psychological adjustment but aiso
shows different direction and mode in personality development and
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cultivation.

In conclusion, Mencius, as a gust in Qi and got government salary
but doing nothing, thought that the difference between human beings and
animals lies in mind and that was the nature of human being. Zhuangzi,
living a poor life in worldly world, was unconcerned with the chaos. He
looked forward to a life with independent personality and free sprit. We
hoped to reach unity between freedom and nature, and at Jast become
a true man, a saint, sage. We can conclude that, Mencius and Zhuangzi,
comprehended human nature from different perspective with the same
origin and destination, but different links. Thus providing different people
with different approaches to unity between heaven and human.

Key words: Mencius Zhuangzi natural humanity moral humanity
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