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Preface

The 17 compositions included in PIANO IN CONCERT - ROMANTIC MEDITATION
represent a splendid opportunity for those pianists who, well beyond those “easy” and
“very easy” pieces, want to conquer the beautiful key of D Flat Major. Works from the
concert literature for piano include for example,
- the fabulous beginning of Piano Concerto No. 1 in B Flat Minor, op.23
by Pyotr Il'yich Tchaikovsky,
- the enrapturing, melodic middle section of the Fantasie Impromptu
in C Sharp Minor, op. 66 by Fryderyk Chopin
- as well as the middle section of his Scherzo in B Flat Minor, op. 31,
- and - not to be forgotten - his famous Prelude No. 15 in D Flat Major,
op. 28 (“Raindrop”),
- and Carl Maria Weber’s "Aufforderung zum Tanz" (Invitation to Dance), op. 65
and many more
show how wonderful and comfortable this key “sits” in your hands and how it radiates
its very own unmistakable and soft to brilliant and enrapturing gleam.

You can’t be afraid of accidentals when you venture into this key! The famous “Flea
Waltz”, which isn’t a waltz at all and in addition, in the key of G Flat Major, is a
popular piéce de résistance for every amateur who harbors the ambition to play the
piano. Such a piece relieves you of your potential fear of the black keys early which
many piano teachers would be happy to report and confirm.

But when not for this reason, it’s above all on account of the special sound of this key
that all the pieces found in this volume (or at least the main part of the composition)
are in D Flat Major. If one or two of you players should still have major inhibitions
about this key, that’s no reason to lay a piece aside which, in actuality, you'd really like
to play. For this reason, the majority of the pieces have been transposed to D Major.
Through this measure, the piece and its performance become more accessible on the
one hand and an interesting basis for comparison of the two different keys is created on
the other.

This is where the enclosed CD can come into play on which all the pieces are presented
only in their original key of D Flat Major. Firstly, however, the CD should provide you
with the impetus for the selection of the pieces you'd like to perform and inspire you on
to your own interpretation.

PIANO IN CONCERT - ROMANTIC MEDITATION contains a selection of repertoire
that can be used for concerts, competitions, instruction and auditions of any kind and
through its pianistically effective and diverse tonal offerings, it represents an elevated
musical experience for both solist and audience alike.

I wish you much fun and success in “D Flat Major Land!”

howy ekl et
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