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1. Benjamin Franklin® to
His Sister (Mrs. Jane Mecom)

London, September 16, 1758

Dear Sister,

I received your favour of June 17. I wonder
you have had no letter from me since my being in
England. I have written you at least two, and I
think a third before this, and what was next to
waiting on you in person, sent you my picture. In
June last 1 sent Benny a trunk of books, and wrote
to him; I hope they have come to hand, and that
he meets with encouragem“iness. 1
congratulate you on the conquest of Cape Breton,
and hope as your people tock it by praying, the
first time, you will now pray that it may never be
given up again, which you then forgot. Billy? is
well, but in the country. I left him at Tunbridge
Wells, where we spent a fortnight, and he is now
gone with some company to see Portsmouth®. We
have been together over a great part of England
this summer and among other places, visited the
town our father was born in, and found some

relations in that part of the country still living.
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Our cousin Jane Franklin, daughter of our
uncle John, died about a yéér ago. We saw her
husband, Robert Page,gvhg gave #is some old
létters to his wife, from Uncle Benjamin. In one of
them, dated Boston, July 4, 1723, he writes that
your uncle Josiah has a daughter Jane, about
twelve years old, a good-humoured child. So keep
up to* yéur character, and don’t beanigty: when
you have no letters. In a little book he sent hery
calléd “None but Christ,” he wrote an actostick®
on her name, which for namesake’s sake®, as well
as the good advice it contains, I transcribe and
send you. . 5

" “IHuminated frem on high,
And shining brightly in yotir sphere.
Ne’er faint, but keep a steady-eye,
Expecting endless pleasures there. ”

“Flee vice as you'’d 4 serpent flee; - .
Reise faith and hope three stories higher,
And let Christ’s endless love to thee
Ne’er cease to make thy love aspire.
Kindness of heart by words express,
, Let your obedience be sincere,
In prayer and praise you God address,
Nor cease, till he can cease to hear.”
4



